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Is the present diifSQ^manyof'thc iababttants oftbe old worlds 
as well as of the new^.are turning tfeeir attciition from their lands 
worn ont by ooastant tillage, to the flowery gardens of the sunny 
soath-west, that a history of- that country has long been desired, and 
will prove highly interesting, lidtany have undertaken to give this 
history to the worlds bat their acconnCs have been so incorrect as to 
prove of little value. In fact, a true history of Texas, though much 
needed, baa never yet been written. At present, but few are willing 
to undertake that upon which so many have fiiiled. 

A short time sipcc,. I chanced to find, among tlie papers of a 
worthy friend^ a. large^ pUe of> letters from Texas, some of them 
bearing an early date in the hi|>tory. of-that country. I opened them 
and commenced reading — soon I became deeply inten^ted^ Many 
events in the history of Texas, before hidden: and; mysterious, now 
became clear to me, I read on, and my attention became more and 
more deeply engrossed. I followed my author through all the 
diangcs and revolutions of Texas; through aU'bil snflfcrings in the 
tented field; and all his pleasures in the season of' peace. Somp 
new delight constantly unfolded itself to my mind,; andj when L 
finished iho letters, I felt that I had obtained more information from, 
the priyiito letters of a gentleman to his friend, than I had ever been 
able to gain from all the works on Texas which Imv.e been yet, 
published, 

Al length it occurred: to. me,, that, perhaps, what hadaflforded-mQ. 
•o.much pleasure and' information in my. lonely hours, might prove, 
of advantage, if presented to the >vorUli I sought and obtained, 
leave to publish tnem. I giye them as they arc, from the pen of the. 
anthor, lest by revising and correcting, some gem should be lost 0|; 
'•^n^c beauty marred. 
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If th6^ietio» of the author is not sufficiently elevated and heantifal,''^ 
to suit the taste of a fastidious reader, it must be remembered thai ' 
these letters were not written for the eye of a critic, but in that free, 
easy, and familiar style, with which friend addresses friend. He 
makes no 'pretensions to being a man of literary acquirements, bat 
rather rejects the idea — ^having left his native country when a mere 
boy, to receive his education in the school of adversity. He has 
spent the greater part of his life in the new country, on the frontiers, 
exposed to all the perils of war, and the dangers of settling a 
ivilderness. He has passed through that which might cause many a 
stout heart to quail; yet through all,, he never seems discouraged, 
nor inclined to repine at his lot. He has at last grown gray in the 
service of his country, and among t]ic rugged settlers who ever people 
a wilderness ; and now he is permitted to enjoy the blessings of -thai 
peace for which he so long looked, so long hoped, and has but lately 
ibund. 

It is to be hoped that the public will look upon the imperfections 
of this work with an indulgent, lenient eye. Let them bear in mind 
that the author does not proj>ose giving a history of Texas, but in 
his letters to his friend, states facts as they are, without coloring or 
embellishment. What passed under his o^*n eye, that he describes^ 
and attempts no more. IIo narrates the history of "the principal 
events which have oecurred in his country sfnce its first settlement 
was commenced by Stephen F. Adstix, up to the present time. 
This is done merely to meet the eve of a friend, and not the world 
at large. If beauties and merit are discovered in the work, we shall 
be pleased ; but if blemishes, we beg the public mil pass them lightly 
by, reflecting, that our author, had he thought his friendly epistles 
would ever have been exposed to the gaze of a fastidious world' 
w^uld doubtless have been more particular in his manner of style- 
though more truthful he could not have been. 

CAKA CARDELLL." 
JSmtack^y January^ 1852.. 



LETTERS FROM AN EARLY SETTLER IN TEXA£L 



LETTER I. 

Long Prairie^ Arh.^ March 1, 1819. 
My Dear Friend :— Agreeably to promise, I take 
this the first opportunity to give you a description of 
my travels, since! left my home in Kentucky. I took 
water on board a large keel boat at Nashville, Tennessee. 
We sailed down the Cumberland river, into the Ohio, 
and thence into the Mssissippi. This part of the voy- 
age occupied about a week. The scenery onthe banks 
of the Cumberland is very pleasant. There are but few 
villages on this river, and these few are small. The 
most important is Smithland, situated at the mouth of 
the river. It probably contains about two hundred 
inhabitants. iVs I did not stop in this place, I aqi 
unable to give you a description of it. After 'leaving 
the Cumberland river, we proceeded down into the 
JCssissippi ; on this river there are but few inhabitants. 
Most <5f them were pale-faced, sickly looking people, 
apparently fishermen and wood-choppers. After trav- 
elii^ about a week on this river, we arrived at a place 
called Chickasaw Blufis. TJiis is a small village, con- 
<3MMng some ten or fifteen inhabitants. About three 
'^8 after leating the Chickasaw Bluffs, wo reached the 
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Walnut Hills, on the east bank of the river. We could 
Bee these hills at about the distance of two miles. They 
are elevated seventj-five or one hundred feet above the 
common level of the river. Although it was in the 
wmter season, the grass was perfectly green. The 
scenery was certainly enchanting ! I wish you could 
see them ! I know you would be delighted. Oh ! that 
I had the pencil of the painter, or the pen of the poet, 
that I might give you a descrfptbn of these charming 
hills ! The country surrounding these hills is covered 
with a thick growth of timber. From the midst of the 
timber rise these hills covered with a carpet of the 
richest green. Indeed I could think of nothing but our 
old Kentucky wheat fields. 

After leaving the Walnut Hills, we saw nothing 
worthy of note until we i'eached Natchez. Here we 
remained about a week. Natchez is a very beautiful 
town, situated on a high bluff, except a small portion 
of it, which is on the bank of the river, under a hilL I 
have often heard of dissipaiien, but I never saw it in ita 
nakedness till I came to this place. It would fill jou 
with perfect horror, were I to describe to you the 
•fighting which da carried on between the boatmen and 
the citizens of " Natchez under the hilL'* Indeed my 
pen would fail in the description of it. No one can 
•conceive the horrors of this place unless they theipselves 
have witnessed the scenes. Here you might see men, 
women, and oliildren mingling together in every species 
■of vice and dissipation ; the very thoughts of which is 
'enough to sicken the heari. 

The vessels upon this river consist in j)ar4; of barges 
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«ad keel boats ; but mostly of upper country flat boats, 
(generally called broad-boms,) and chicken thieyes. 
With these you are already familiar, and a description 
is unnecessary. But while at Natchez I saw a steam- 
boat. I spent some time on board examining •tlHs4)oat. 
I wish I could convey an adequate description of tltts 
craft. It is, as you of course know, propelled by steam, 
and moves through the water with great rapidity. I think 
this invention of Robert Fulton will eventually prove to 
be of great advantage to this part of the country, and I 
hope the time, will soon come, as I firmly believe it will, 
when they will take the place of the vessels which are 
now occupied in navigating this majestic river. Nor do 
I think I am too sanguine when I say that in twenty- 
five years from now-, whoever Jives to see that time, will 
find steam navigation to be the most common mode. 

After leaving Natchez, w^e proceeded down the 
Mississippi to the mouth of the Red river. On thia 
part of our. journey we saw a few large plantations. 
.The banks of the river below Natchez are much more 
thickly inhabited than above. The scenery on the 
banks of the river is truly delightful, but I did not 
much like the looks of the river itself,< it has such a 
dirty, turbid look. True, I was prepared to expect 
this, but for all that I was disappoiated. I did not like 
to think that our most oioble stream presented such an 
unpleasant appearance. JBut so we ever find it in this 
life ! It is not the most beautiful that is the most 
noble ; nor is it always in the fairest countenance tbut 
we find the most ennobling qualities of the heart. 
. After entering Red riycr, wc found our. Jabora yejQr 



^2 LETTERS FROM TEX^. 

toilsame ; on account of our boat being a large, famPr 
bctat, cro'wded with women and children, we found it very 

' difficult to row and push up stream. However "we got 
along very well, though slowly, until we arrived at the 
Big Raft. On our way we passed the thriving towns of 
Alexandria and Natchitoches. i&.t Alexandria ^e were 
detained about four days in rigging a "windlass to pull 
our boat over the Rapids. These Rapids are a ledge 
of rocks running across the river, over which the water 
falls perpendicularly to the depth of three feet. 

The coast of Red river from the mouth up to Alex- 

= andria is inhabited mostly by- Creole French. Some of 
these fire very wealthy planters. ^Tlie land is very 
tithj producing cotton and sugar in great abundance. 

Our course through the raft was very slow and 
toilsome. The distance is about ninety miles! We 
were thirty days in making this distance. Ours is the 
only boat of any size' that 'has ever passed through the 

' raft. Had we not been so fortunate as to secure the 
services of a' Caddo Indian, who had/ passed through 
before, as a guide, we should most certainly have been 
lost. 

I hardly know hctw to give you a description of this 

• raft ; but perhaps you can get the best idea of it by 
' imagining yourself in a large swamp, grown up with 

trees and filled up with drift-wood, wedged in very 

closely, the water having no particular current and 

'running in no particular direction. During the thirty 

• days we saw land but two or three times, and then only 

* some small islands. At night we tied our boats to a 

* tree and remained till morning. Sometimes we would 
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eome across lakes two or three miles in extent and flien 
again we would spend a whole day in moving not further 
tiian the length of the boat. 

But I must not forget to tell you of the immense 
quantity of bee trees which we found in this raft. At 
anytime we conld go in our *' dug out," and return 
laden with a large quantity of honey, which -we found 
truly delicious. 

While passmg through the raft a circumstance of 
melancholy interest took place. A Mrs. Reddefoifd, 
from Tennessee, one night when we were all asleep, 
went out upon the running boards aiid fell overboard. 
The sound of her falling awoke some one of the boat-'s 
company, who instantiy gave the alarm. A young man 
and myself ran immediately to the stem of ihe boat and 
saw her rise. We plunged^ into the "water and swam, to 
the place where we saw her rise, just then she rose 
again a few yards below. We swam to that place arid 
by reaching down I felt her hair floating in the water. 
With the assistance of my friend' L swam with her to 
the boat. She was apparently lifeless, 'but by laying 
her stomach on a flour-barrel and rolling it, we sue- 
ceeded in bringing her to life. Since then there has 
been a strange, wild look about iter eyes, though^she is 
now perfectly well. 

After we were safely through the raft, we had ^no 
diflfculty in getting to this place, which is only about 
a three days' journey. The country from Natchitoches 
to this place is generally uninhabited, except by a fow 
Indians. The bottom is heavily timbered, large can© 
brakes, and mostly low rich land. 
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Perhaps there is nothing that strikes the eye of a Kcn- 
•tuckian with more surprise than the long moss hanging 
from the branches of the trees. This pendant parasite 
as it sways to and fro in the wind gives to the landscape 
Bi. peculiarly melancholy and sombre aj^earance, ancU 
frequently it even darkens the* air. 

On the banks of this river there are a great quantity 
of very large alligators, which, by the by, are very 
dangerous, as they frequently drown dogs, horses and 
even men. 

Xong Prairie is the first large prairie on Red river, 
from the mouth up. It bluflfs to the. river, runs back 
fifteen or twenty miles, and is surrounded by a heavUy 
timbered country. The land is very rich. At the 
present time, the prairie is covered with a carpet of rich 
verdure, here and there interspersed with beautiful wild 
flowers. The population of this part of the country 
consisted of two families previous to our arrival. As to 
the health of the place I knew but Uttle, having been 
here but a few days ; but from appearances I should 
not judge favorably of it. Here I saw for the first time 
a person shaking with Uie ague. I supposed the person 
to be dying, but was told it was nothing but the ague. 

I am expecting to leave this place in a few days for 
Mound Prairie, some one hundred and fifty miles further 
up the river, from which place I will write you again. 
.Till then adieu. .Your- affectionate friend, 

W.B.D. 
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LETTER n. 



Jone%bor<mgTiy Ark.j Feb. 15, 1820. 

D£AR Friend. — ^I have just returned from a five 
'months' buffido hunt. After arriving at Mound Prairie, 
I was taken sick, and lay for six months unable to d« 
anydiing. As soon as I was able to ride, I joined a party 
of about thirty men, who were going up Red river to 
ihe Cross Timbers on a buffalo hunt. It is unsafe 
to go in smaller companies on account of ihe Osage 
Indians, who are very hostile to us. My health improved 
rapidly, and I found the trip very agreeable. The 
country through which we passed, is one of the most 
beautiful I have ever seen. It consists of large beauti- 
ful prairies, except on the water courses which are well 
timbered. The prairies are -so large and level as to 
prove very deceptive to the eye. To illustrate this, I 
will tell you, that we frequently on rising in the morning 
would see the -smoke ascending from "fires which the In- 
dians had kindled, apparently but a -short distance from 
us, and by dint of hard adding we would only be able 
to reach them by night 

Our encampment during ihe winter was at the Tallow 
Cash Hills, a «hort distance below the mouth of the Fo 
Washitaw river. The company were engaged in salting 
•up bufialo meat to take down the river to New Orieans. 
&range as it may seem to you, we have Kved entirely 
"Upon the game which we took in the chase, during the 
five months that we have been gone. In fstct, we did 
act see a mouthful of any kind of food but buffalo and 
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bear meat while we were out, and a more rugged, 
healthy set of men you never saw in your life. One 
might suppose, as we were dependent upon our rifles for 
our daily food, that we were sometimes placed on short 
allowance for fresh meat. But ib was not so ! IVe 
could see large herds of buffalo in any direction to 
which we turned the eye. It was with perfect ease 
that we rode out in the morning, killed a horse load of 
bufiisilo meat, and brought it into camp. We had frequent 
encounters with the Osage Indians, but our company 
being large we did not fear them. They are only to be 
dreaded when they catch two or three men alone, as 
they are so swift of foot as to be able to .run down 
almost any horse and catch him and its rider. 

The country above this place, so far as I have been, 
is very beautiful, with rich lands, finely timbered and 
well irrigated. It has the appearance of being a very 
healthy country, but as -it is entirely uninhabited, I am 
imaole to say with certainty as to 'that. Below this 
place is one of the most sickly regions I have ever 
known. 

But a few words now for tho. society that inhabits 
this new country. We are a motley crew, emigrants 
from all parts of the world, and of course have all kinds 
of people, good and bad ! but the bad seems to predom- 
inate. We had «, kind of camp meeting a few days 
since about six miles below Jonesborough, on the oppo- 
site side of the river, and just below the mouth of Clear 
Creek. I had not been at church since I left Ken- 
tucky, and thought I would go down, for I was always 
fond of going to church. There were at the caznp 
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ground, three "ministers and a considerable congregation 
for a new country like this. About two hundred yards 
from the camp ground there was a large, cool spring. 
Here was a large party most of the time, who had 
plenty of the-^swate craythur," even by the keg full. 
On the third day there- was a considerable excitement 
at the stand; some persons professed conversion, and 
there was a goodr deal of shouting. When the drinking 
party heard this, they also commenced shouting from 
ttie spring.- Ofte person screamed out at the top of his 
voice, " run here, boys, I have found him !" " You 
teive^ound who ?" responded another. " Why him of 
whom Moses and the prophets did write," replied the 
first. On hearing tliis • the ministers sent down a 
remonstrance, wbieh soenra-ged our drinkers that they 
procured an ax, and came up to the camp ground with 
the determination of cutting down the stand. The min- 
isters made their escape therefrom, and the drinking 
party had nearly leveled it, when they became reconciled 
through the interference of some of the congregation. 
After this the meeting went on regularly, and in fact 
became quite interesting. At present all is quiet about 
Jonesborough, and the camp meeting and -all' the excite* 
ment seems to have been forgotten. 

By the way, I had nearly forgotten to tell you of a 
rather amusing adventure which I met with while on 
my buffalo hunt. Gabriel Martin, and five others with 
myself, left the station camp one morning to go down 
the river, bear hunting for a day or two. While we 
were absent, a heavy storm of rain and sleet, together 
irith a furious " norther'' overtook us. We were wittf 
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out camps, and had nothing to protect ns but our' 
ttankets. Night came on, and we encamped by tbe 
nde of a large tree, which ihad been blown down bj the 
wind. Close by tiris^ tree we built fires, and looked 
around for some dry place for our guns. We found 
a part of the tree was hollow so we placed our guns 
within, and laid down to sleep. At midnight we were 
awakened by the firing .of guns ; some one of the com- 
pany cried «ajt " Indians/' upon which we all fled and 
took refuge in the timber^ behind some large trees. 
Hearing no further alarm we at; length ventured back, 
when we found that our fi^ had burned into the hollow 
tree, during the time we were asleep,. and had reached 
eur guns. Four of these were burned -up, the explosion 
of which had caused the alarm. The remaining three 
were saved. This is the only time I have ever been run 
CS from camp by any alarm. 

This buffal6 trip, which, in the first place, I?had'starte4 
Bpon merely to pass away the tiinOj eventually proved 
of advantage to^me. When I left Mound Prairie I was 
in miserable health, but my health has never been 
better than while on this excursion. Besides this, on 
my return, there being but three of us in company, 
Andrew Robertson, John Hampton and myself, we 
traveled on the banks of the river to have the benefit 
of the timber, as we dared not travel in the openprairie- 
on account of the Indians. One evening we had just* 
encamped when we discovered a large herd of Mustangs 
searching for water, the water-courses being at that 
time all frozen over. We crawled up to them and 
succeeded in creaaing^ a. fine, large hors^, which wft 



idd on our arrival at home for xunefy dollars; wlueli- 
yoa know lis some object mtii a po(»r boy like me, in &< . 
strange country. 

Your affectionate friend, , W% B. J)^ 



LETTER m. 

JPSeanPointj Ark.y June 10, 18211 
Dear Friend : — Perhaps you may be surprised at* 
my long silence, but if you know anything of the life 
of an adventurer in a new country, you will ot course^ 
excuse me. About twelve months smce, I left this 
{dace in company with Mr. Nicholas Dillard to travel 
towards the west. As we anticipated the trip would be 
a long one, we started on foot,. Our outfit was about 
hsJf a middling of bacon, an old rifle gun, and our 
blankets. It was our intention to travel on the old 
Tramel trace, leading from Pecan Point to Nacogdoches, 
When we had been on our journey about three days 
ibere came on a terrible storm. It rained incessantly^ 
for seven or eight days, and every river, creek, and 
stream rose till the country was completely overflowed. 
We were unable to find the Tramel trace, and were 
therefore obliged to take one of our own. We traveled 
en some eight or ten days^ and were every day obliged 
to cross some of the streams on a raft of our own. 
oonstruction. Our mode of constructing rafts was by 
getting together twe^or three logs-^and tying them witb, 
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grape vines. Daring this time we had entirely eott- 
sumed our bacon, and in consequence of havmg to swim 
water courses we had so damaged our ammunition as id 
render 4t of no benefit to us. We were, in a country 
where we were entirely imacquainted ; with no road, 
BO compass, and on the point of starvation. Our case 
seemed to be almost hopeless, but we still kept on, 
determined if possible to find relief, and travel as long 
as we were able. 

One evening when we were about to give up in 
despair, we chanced to fall in with a party of Gaddo 
Indians, who were out on a hunting excursion. These 
Indians treated us with great hospitality, and the next 
day took us with them to their village, which was only 
a few miles distant. There we remained four or five 
days to recruit. We gained strength rapidly, our fare 
being of a very strengthening nature. Our subsistence 
was principally upon meat killed in the chase, and a kind- 
o£ lye hominy seasoned with hickory nut kernels. This- 
we became remarkably fond of. From the Indians we. 
obtained fresh supplies of provisions and ammunition, 
together with directions for our route. We then left 
the village, proceeding on the course which the Indians, 
bad directed us. After traveling four or five days, we 
r^eached the Sabine river, where we found a few Ana- 
darko Indians, a few French, and two American 
families. With these we remained two or three weeks. 
We purchased a couple of Indian ponies, and recom 
menced our journey to Nacogdoches, about seventy-five 
miles further west. 

Nacogdoches is an old Spanish. town, situated on thf. 
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San Antomo and Lotdsiana road, abont sixty miles west 
of ihp Sabine river, in the State of Coahmla and Texas. 
In the roYolution between old Spain and Mexico, inihe 
jesr 1812, it was entirely abandoned by the Spaniards, 
and is at the present time settled by the Spaniards, 
French, Americans, and free negroes. The whole pop. 
uliUion amocnts to about one hundred. The town was 
nearly destroyed in the revolution of 1812, since which 
it has not been rebuilt, and of course is a very desolate 
looking place. The buildings consist of a large stone 
<;h^rch, another large stone building with eight or ten 
apartments in it. What it was constructed for, I am 
•onable to say, but at the present time it is occupied by 
several families. The remainder of the buildings are 
adobes, except a few which are made of wood. The 
place is under the control of the Mexican government. 
Mr. Dill is Commandant of the place. The location of 
the place is very beautiful, slightly elevated, surrounded 
by a heavily timbered country, and well watered. It is 
from all appearances a very healthy section of country* 
A great many very interesting circumstances took 
place during my stay in Nacogdoches, one of which was 
of painful interest. A gentleman who had been into 
Mexico on a traveling expedition, came into the place 
and presented himself to the Conunandant, telling him 
that he 'deserved death, and desired he- should hsmg 
lum. The Commandant believing the man deranged, 
cc»nmenced interrogating him, asking why he wished to 
be hang. He replied that he had been into Mexico 
with his partner trading, and on his return he had 
mordered bis oompanion, taken lus money, and smotkhia 
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hoij m the Angdlna river, about twenty miles distest 
The Commandant told him to go away and not trouble 
himf he was cectsdnly crazy aad he would not listen tp 
him. He still insisted that he would not leave — ^thathe 
Hshould be executed ; he did not wish to commit siudde, 
moT yet to live, and if the Commandant still disbelieved 
liim if he would send >6ome men with him he would show 
them where he sunk his comrade. To this the 'Com- 
mandant agreed.! S<»ne five or six persons accompanied 
h jn^ to the place, where they found the body as he had 
Bui they would. Upon their return, the Commandant 
called a few persons together to witness the solemn 
scene ; took the man out behind the old stone buildings 
imd there, according to the .man'^ request, hung him 
upon a tree till he was dead. 

During my stay in Nacogdoches, I learned that Mr. 
Moses Austin, of Missouri,.had received permission from 
the Mexican government, to establish a colony in the 
State of Coahuila and Texas. We then made imme- 
diate preparations to return to this place, having 
determined to join Austin in this enterprise. Our 
journey back was very pleasant ! the roads having been 
improved during our stay in Nacogdoches, we were 
enabled to perform it on horseback. .On our return we 
found some Delaware Indians had settled on Boggy 
Creek while we were gone. Of this we were very gl^, 
as we were rather >short of provisions. We remained 
with them a day or two and obtained sufficient provisions 
ibr the rest of the vjourney. These were the only 
persons we saw on our route. 

The country through which we .traveled is an ahno^t 
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unbroken forest. The timber is generally pine and 
jiickorj, except in the valleys and bottoms, where we 
found oak of different kinds. The country is quite 
Tich for an upland country, well watered, and has the 
appearance of being healthy. 

When we arrived at this place we found several 
femilies bad heard of this enterprise of Austin's, and 
they are now making preparations to join the colony. 
Of this, I am very glad, as it will render the trip more 
pleasant to me. We shall probably start in a few days. 
If I like the country I intend to remain there, as I am 
tired of this wandering mode of life. When I get to 
this new colony, I will take the first opportunity to let 
you know how I am getting on, and how I like the 
country. Yours, afiFectionately, 

W. B.-D. 



; LETTER IV. 

Brazoi Biverj Codhuila and Texas, 
Jult/y 16, 1822.' 
' Bear Friend :— After a long and toilsome journey 
I arrived at this point from Red river, in company 
with three or four families from that country, on the 
first day of January, last. We encamped at the 
crossing of the old San Antonio road, two miles above 
the mouth of the Little Brazos river. We were several 
months in getting here, there bemg several families in 
Company, amonj whonrwere quite a number of womcii 
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Md children. A part of the time ire irere detainedlijr 
Hie sickness of one or another of the cconpany, berides 
this, we lost several horses on the way, and in fact we 
seemed to meet wiili a great many misfortunes. We 
carried our luggage entirely .upon pack-horses, the 
roads being perfectiy impassable for ^ vehicle' of .any 
deecripiaon. il befieve »I have already ^vea you a 
4e8cripti<tti of the cowitry, "between Pecan Point and 
Nacogdoches, in a former letter. ? From the latter place 
io the Bra2os tiie country is high and dry ; the land is 
generally poor, though well timbered between Nacog- 
doches and the Trinity, frem there -on, we met with 
large prairies. On arrivmg at the Brazos we found 
4we families,' Garrett and -flibbings, who had got there 
a few days before us, and were engaged in erecting 
cabins. We were, all of us, much pleased with the 
situation of this place, and ^^decided to -remain here for 
the present. The settlement now consisted of seven 
femilies ; there is no other settlement within fifty miles. 
About the time of our arrival here, a few families 
settled below us on this river, near the old La Bahia 
crossing. 

As far as we have seen, we are well pleased with 
this part of the country. As high up as we have 
explored, the Brazos has the appearance of being a 
large navigable stream. The land is very rich and 
fertile ! The timber ia. good,-and in places, particularly 
on Little river, the white oak and cedar reminds me 
very forcibly of the timber in Kentucky. 

Our mode of living, particularly for the women and 
42hildren^ has been a rough one since our arrival on this 



lEivfr. Aboot tbdt time oar bre^-^teff gaye oot, aal 
ir« had no ch^ee of obtiuniiig more till we eoM raii# 
it, and we have beeii obliged to eubsiat entirely tqwa 
the game which we take in the woode and praiiiet* 
We have no reason to £MMr ^idfenng for food, as the 
country is literally alive with all kinds of game* We 
have only to go out for a few miles into a swamp 
between ihe Big and little Brasos, to find as many 
wild catde as one could wish* Jf we desire bnffido 
meat, we are able to go oiit,iload oar horses, and r^am 
the same day. Beavs ape ^very {denty, bat we are 
obliged to use great eare wben hontmg for them, lest 
.the havalenas (meaciiig the peccary) kill onr dogs* 

SThe families have saved a<lew pecks of c<Mm which 
^e planted, but^en aecount of the dry weath^ and the 
,want of culture, it will yield but a small eupply. 

The <mlj cows we have,.«are a few which were iNPon^^ 
^ut by Cherokee -J^Am Williams. This of coarse irilL 
prove a good -etock country, for the jH-airies are teemiAit: 
^th wild horses and cattle. There are a vast ^«antij^ 
of bee trees about h^e, m that we have no want of * 
honey; one might almost ^ve this conntiy the same 
description as was ancientiy given of Canaaa, ^' a land 
.flowing with milk and honey^" hat w^ ^e raibAr jdMtl 
off for the milk just now. 

Upon the whole we spent our time v^7 plei^flanUy ; 
when we get tired of lying about camp, we S9^d,np . 
our moccasins, and start up the Brasos hunting hoffid^^ 
•more for pastime than anything else« We freqnei^j^v 
are gone out two or three weeks ; we generally go uf ' 
;a8 high as we dare go, on account of the Whfto^ 
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Indlanfv You- would scarcelj belieiFe m^y wer& I tie» 
ton jou of ike vast herds of buffalo which abound 
here; I have frequently seen a thousand in a day 
between thia place, and the moulli of Little river. 

InMajy some six ^ seven of us took a trip as high 
up as Li^e river by water. *We constructed a small 
canoe, and about the time * we were ready to start, a 
young gentleman, who had just arrived here from the 
States, desired to niako the trip with us. To this wo 
consented. -On our way, we would amuse ourselves by- 
going out and shooting \vild cattle, which ire in great; 
sAundance here. It was^ dangferous for us to encamp at 
night, on the east side of tlie river, on account of the 
cattle coming in for water, the night being the only time 
they go to water. We made our station camp at the 
mouth of Little river* on the' beacKt' there we stayed 
two weeks, kilKtfg and dryirig buflMo nleat. We went 
out every day, killed a buffalo or two apiece, and 
bxpught ttie choice J)ieces, particularly * the tongues, 
into CMnp. Oar young friend, whom I mentioned as 
having just come on 'from* the States, had infonned me 
that he was a minister of the gospel. When one kills 
a- buffalo, he generally lays ^claim to the tongue, as 
ptiv^te property, it being- a very choice piece; the 
other portions are shared equally. Our little yankee 
p#eacher'8eemed to enjoyiiimself very well during the 
trip> through ho was greatly disturbed by our profanity, 
fiot we were a rough set. 'My reason for calling him 
i yankee, -by the by, is on account of the way he 
mai^aged to get our buffalo tongues. About the time 
^ V^got oiir canoe^ badcd with meat read/ to start homey 



\b proposed a pUa to break cos from swearing, to iMok 
we all yery readily agreed. The first one who used an 
oath, was to give whoever first renunded hhn of it, (me 
(t his dried bnffido tongues. Oaths being so common 
witii OS, we, of eonrse, did not notice them, and in less 
Hian ti^ree days^ the minister was possessor of all our 
j^ied tong«e& 

P^rfai^ a deseiiptifm of ihe wild rye, which grows 
rery plentifully hena in the bottoms, might not be 
uninteresting io jok. Indeed^ I know if I can gira 
you half ui idea of its beauty, you eannot &il to be 
delighted. The bottom of the Brazos k very wide and 
level, and in the summer season, rye grows here spon- 
taneously, about four feet Ugh. It would, were it not 
for the timber standing in the midst, present the same 
appearance which a ^ulti^irakted rye field in the States 
jn^sents, for miles aad mks. In fact, it fiur surpasses 
the common rye fields in beauty, bemg much larger and 
thicker. 

I have never witnessed a sight of the kind, which, 
in my opnion, was more beautiful than this. l%e 
color of it is far deeper and richer than any gndn I 
Itfive ever before seen. I always admired the sight of " 
a fine wheat field at home, but when I look at tiiis, I 
fiomdtimes wonder how I could ever have tiiought that 
beaut^ul ; it seems so insignificant when compared with 
this rye. The timber, in the midst of wUdi it growS| 
Tenders the si^t tiie more imposmg. There is not in 
ithese wild rye bottoms any undergrowth to the timber. 
The trees are large and tall ! The long moss waves 
i liieir thick branches, and mi^es with the beads of 
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the rjt; all seems stiB, Bolemn and beatttiful, bejoikd 
tihe power of pen to desi&ribe. One must see it to get 
eren a faint kka of its beaaty. 

You, in Eentueky, etmnot for a moment conceire of 
the beantj of one o( our prairies in the sprmg. Imagine 
for yourself a rast plain extending as far as tiie eye 
ean reach, with nothing but the deep blue sky to bound 
tike prospect, excepting on the east side where runs a 
broad red stream^ with lofty trees rearing themselves 
upon its banks, and you have our prairie. TMs is 
oovered with a carpet of the richest verdure, from the 
midst of whiefa spring up wild flowers of every hue 
and riiade, rendering the scene one of almost fmry-^like 
beauty. Indeed it is impossible to step without crushing 
these fiEurest of nature's works. Upon these naturd 
flower gardens feed numerous herds of buffalo, deer, 
and other wild animals. Here and there may be seen 
beAutifal clamps of trees, and anon, a little tUckefe 
comes in view. The flowers of the prairie are certainly 
the most beautiful which I have ever beheld. Our 
la^es in Kentucky would feel themselves amply repaid 
((k all the labor which they bestow upon their beautiful 
flower gardens, could they but aSbrd one half <^ the 
beauty of one of our prairies^ Yours, truly, 

W. B. IX 






LETTER v.. 

Cohrada Biver^ Coakuila and Texas^ h 
March 15, 1823. ] 

l^KAB Friend : — Aboutsix months nnce m company 
with two famiH^ I cameto dfis river* We strack tlM 
tiyer at the crossmg of the old La Baluaroad. Here 
were no traces of civilization, nothing to lead ns to 
suppose that ilie foot of' whit« man had' ever trod these 
]daans. Around all was wild, aH' wa» sHent. Before itt 
flowed the beautiful Colorado, while arouneh us lay the 
pnuries, green and lovely. This is kuly an enchanting 
spot. On the side of the riyer oppoedte us, is a hi^ 
Uuff, wMch at the season of our arrival here, was 
beantafol beyond* description. Here the tall green grass 
waving in the wind; bent down as if dearing tp \am 
tiie water's edge. The water was low, but clear and 
1>eaataful. Surrounding this rocky bluff were lof^ 
trees, apparently for miles around. On this side, above 
us, is a timber country with high bluft, covered with 
pne ; these reminded me fordbly of th& beautiful higU 
fjEJb of the Cumberland river, on whose, grassy banks 
I whUed away the merry hours of childhood's days in 
peace and innocence. As I viewed these difl&, I could 
searcelj realize that I was not still the same careless, 
happj boy, who was wont to roam over the green fields 
<tf my own native land, and along ikQ mossy banks of 
ihe beautiful Cumberiand. 

It being late in the evening when we arrived, ws 
immediately encamped. While we were making prepsn 



imlkms f<»* roasting a ^ece of veoison^ wnrere sorpriBod 
bj the barking of a dog af^readjr half a mile above nt 
en the opposite side of the rir^r. Not knowing whether 
it was iiie dog of an Indian or a white man, we riiod^ 
dered our rifles and went np opposite the place from 
libence the sound proceeded. There we were dejii^H^d 
bj the sight.of a small log cabin, on the west bs^ oC 
the river. We shouted in order to learn who was Hying 
there. We ascertained them to be two old adventurert- 
by the names of Buckler and Powell. Thej informed' 
lis that there was no way of crossing tlie rive^, but that 
about twelve pules below, on our sUe of the river, a few 
families had settled iq. The next morning we started- 
firom the[ place of our encsunpment, to^ join these fam^ 
ilies. Our route \s^ through' a beautiful country, tht 
fireeks were bounded by tall cedars, the land was hilly, 
find well covered with timber. On our arrival at the^ 
BetUement we found five or six families^, asaong whoa^ 
was my old friend Jesse Bambam^ whom I had pre* 
viously known in Arkansas as" well! as* im Kentucky, also- 
OilfeUan and the Kirkendalls ; they were- engaged in 
building calnns. I spent some Wcbsq iih looking, about 
the country and hunting. 

. In a short time after our arrival in this settlement 
tidings came that a vessel had landed at the mouth o£ 
ihe Colorado. All the crew with the exception of ong 
Kian had left her, and had eome up the river searching 
$Mr settlements. During tiieir absence the Carancows^ 
Indians attacked the vessel, murdered the guardsman^^ 
Imd plundered the vessel of whatever they wished. We 
tiunediately ccdlected all tiie men we could up thd* 



tmr; 41686 MMiuiied to abotttrti^nfy^A?^ Wee}e#(eil 
Bobaii Kirkcvdatl^ Captsm^ and todi a|^ oar lia^ ^ 
■mrek for the nottth of tke rirer. This was tlio seeMi 
VMael tiMi had landed at Ae oMmtii of the C^olorado^ 
mAk emgrants to Ooaknila aad Texas* Jenningsy Hi^ 
nab, Masaey, aad HUaip S^wtt had kaded tkere sonie 
tkne previous, had wlaaded their teesel; and taken th^ 
goods and provisions iwentj-five miles up the riyer^ 
where they had built thenisrives a cabin and stored 
awaj their goods. Jennings was naw dead, and the rest 
of tite eompafij had left ftr the west. On our way 
down we found three or four fami&es had eneamped on 
the west bank of the river, about forty miles above the 
bay opposite the head of a large prairie, whieh extends 
from there to the bay« There was an old man by the 
name of Wilson, with two others, Moss and Parks, 
encamped together. None (^ them had any white 
liunily, Wilson had a few negroes. They appeared to 
have i^eaty of pickled pork, coffee, and such things* 
Of this we tiionght strange, as they were from Arkansas, 
and had come by land. 

We kept on our course till we amved at the caUn 
mentioned above, where Dimmitt and company had 
stored their goods. The Indians had, Judging from 
appearances, been here a day or two previous, had 
broken open the cabin, taken everything therefrom, 
forced open boxes of goods, chests of carpenters* tools, 
and farming utensils, and after having destroyed their 
contents, had left them scattered upon the earth. Baav 
rels of whisky had been rolled oat of the cabin and left 
itaudin^ there unopenedi 



Afbr Jiicanpingt iko Cbptain inraiednldjrftinod'wr 
fentbels. W« Uc^n /«£ ooorse tcx fo^ ^ little dmrnm 
le know iHiftI kind of whisky tho barreb contained ; wt 
iMK^red tiie bung firom one of themv drew some c^ tho 
irtiisky, and esK^h <^ us took a sip* Soon ft gourd wm 
Ohd and sent round to the sentincb* The sentinelt 
atu^ly beeame very brave and courageous, refused to 
stand guard any longer, and came into camp. Urn 
caption bdng fond of a weo bit of drink hin^elf, had 
Idmed the gourd quite often, and finally decided that we 
were smart enough to whip all the Indians in tha^ part 
rf the country, that there was no need of sentinels, and 
wo could stay at the guard fire all night. We kept up 
Ao froKc till nearly morning ; some of the company now 
and then exclaiming they wished tho Indians would 
attack us, that we might show them how the Americans 
could fight. The next n:^oming we exerted ourselvea 
to continue our course to the* mouth* oP the river j <# 
course feeliftg v^ry dull and dfowey; 

On arriving at the vessel we found it had 'Been robbed 
of a large portion of the cargo. We could find nothing 
of the body of the murdered man, and came to»the con- 
clusion that the Indians who were cannibals must 
have devoured it. We could find nothing of any 
Indians, and no signs of their having been there for 
several days. Knowing this tribe to be inhabitants of 
Ae coast, we supposed that they had fled into the bay 
in their canoes, and escaped out of our reach. On our 
i*etum we discovered a small trail having the appeal** 
aSice of a slide drawn by a horse, going to and from the 
TMseL Being curious to knew the (»ngin of this, w# 
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ftflowed it down <m to the bay shore, OSi we came to a, 
Stile grore, here we found a large part of ike pltnkleF 
secreted. Enowmg that thk was not done after thd 
ttuamer <^{he Indians, onr snspdons natoratly fell npoft 
Ihose men from Arkansas, whom we had discoTored witih 
a»di large supplies of provisions. We now gave up the 
pursuit of ihe Indians and started for home. When we 
arrired at Wilson's camp we interrogated him and Us 
eompanions about this jdunder ; being unable to obtain 
from &em any satisfiictory answer, we continued our 
Jomiey home* 

Upon our return home some of the men decided to 
make further investigation of this robbery. They formed 
a court by electing a ma^s^te, a sheriff, and o&er 
necessary officers. The sheriff was sent down .to take 
the men prisoners. Parks, on being arrested, sadd if 
«hey would not hurt him he would turn evidence, and 
confess the whole matter ; to this the sheriff agreed. 
Sarks' evidenoe was as follows : 
. Wilson, Mo94i and himself had agreed together to rob 
the ^vessel of what they wanted, believing it would be 
hud to the Indians, a^ ihej had already robbed it of 
part of the cargo. Witsqn was to famish the horse 
while he, (Parks) and Moss wctre to do the work. 
After giving this evidence he was released. The court 
having been formed with a particular design, or rather 
from a desire of gain, as it afterwards appeared, Wilson 
was tried and of course coodemned. He was sentenced 
10 be sent to the city (^ San Antonio de Bexar, and thwt 
deposited in a calaboose to awmt further trial. Most. 
Wiug Moe distance below his calnn the sheriff went fctr 
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him« In a rii )rttu&e ttase riienff returned atone, stei&g 
thdt M«S8 had eseatped Hem his custody. Bat> by tbe 
bjy he brought irith him a fine gdd wabdi, worth one 
hofidred imd fiilbj dollars, whi^ bdonged ta Mobs. Her 
sitid that Moss had no convenient way of carrying it, 
and bad given it to him to carry, aai then escaped* 
Moss fled from the country, and has nob been heard 
from since. 

Moses Morrison, Nelson and myself were then selected 
to convey Wilson as a prisoner to Bexar. We consented 
to do this, believing the members of the coort to be act* 
ing from tiie purest of motiveB. Wilson was immediately 
p\ki in irons, and we set out for San Antonio. We left 
tbe Colorado about twelve miles below the old La Bahia 
rodd, and took our course through the woods and prairie, 
iiilending to strike the Saa Antonio road where it crosses 
the San Markos river. This we succeeded in doing. Our 
trip to me was a S(miowhat disagreeable one ! This was 
the fii-st time I had ever traveled with a prisoner, and 
we were obliged to hunt for our provisions. After strik- 
ing the road we got on quite well, and in three days 
entered San Antonio do Bexar. We delivered oui 
prisoner up to ihe proper authorities and saw him safely 
lodged in a calaboose. 

Being very much jJeased with Sau Antonio, wo 
remained there about a week. Tins is a very aneient 
^Minish town, siti^ed in a beautiful plain at the head 
of the San Antoriio river, one hundred and fifty miler 
from tke eomt It o<»itainB about five thousand inhab*^ 
ilaais. The houses are built mostly of stone, one story 
in liei^t, with terraced roo&« They are bidlt very 



<)raipaet^ and the itreets- arr ^Tither narmir. lliare. are 
teFO lar^ magnifieent chorches in ti>#n« There is a 
tta&dhig amy of one thonsand soldiers eonstantly sta* 
tioned there. The soldiers are paid foy tiie govemmenl 
erery week, and money is more plentiful there than ai 
any place I was ever at. The population is entirely 
lleziean, with the exception of tJ^ee or four French and 
American merchants. Below the town are missions 
every tiiree nnles for the distance of fifteen miles. 
These missions contain about three acres of land sur- 
rounded bya large stone wall. In the midst of this 
stands a larg^i^Iendid Ca&olic church. At each mis- 
sion iJiere is g^ierally from one hundred taonehundred 
and fifty inhabitants. 

The land in this ^^mntry is^very rich. Tlwfre is }mt 
little timber, and the water is not to be surpassed in any 
country. The surface of theearth in this part of tii9 
country is generally uneven, and covered with musquifc 
timber resembling in appearance an old apple orchsu*d. 
The musquit grass grows very thick and about three 
feet high, and looks very much like a blue grass: 



The country between San Antonio and the Colorado 
is a hi^, rolling, black and rich country. The Gauda^ 
loupe and San Markos rivers are as beautiful streams as 
I ever saw in my life, and as fiively timbered. Tbe> 
river San Antonio is a beautiful stream; having its head- 
about three miles above tiie town. It is formed entardy 
from lai^e cool springs breaking out from a small roel^ ^ 
mountun. The whole country for about twenty nules^ 
down is ixrigated by this rit er. GDbe water u oondueM 
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fEsm liie he«d of the titer tm both aiAeh.iniMbm 
Ihfough the {daotaticny. la the iomn it k eooduoiecl 
fom the large ditcbee into mwHer o^es joid etrxied 
tfaroa^ everj street of the town, 8d timt ereij garden 
lad eveij &itn can be vatered. We were usable to 
eocnrerae With the people of this plaee^ aa we did not 
Imderstanj tikexr iangnage ; bvt thej treated us mOk 
|;reat bQspitaliky* 

Dnrh^ my stay in this town a parfcy of about 009 
iSioaaand Oaaiaacfae Indians came into the town <m a 
treaty expedition, ^ey brou^t in dried bo&Jo meat, 
^r skins and bu^o robes, wluch they wished to 
exchange for sugar, beads, &o» 3!hese Indians are 
yery friendly with the Mexicans, bat friendly as they 
are, they seem to haire &e Mexicans rather under their 
control, makii^ tik^ta stsad back^ if any Americana 
willed to trade with them. 

Soon afb^ o«r return to the ^Colorado, we learned 
that Wilscm, whom we had lodged in the calahoose, had 
made his escape an& gone 'to the United States. After 
baring rested a few days, we went to the officers of the 
court, by whom we had been employed in expectati<m 
df receiving sooebo remunolration fco^HMir services ; but to 
our sad disappointment we found l^t the property of 
WihKffl^had been divided among the officers during our 
^ence, and there was nothing left ns^ after the other 
expenses had been paid. 

The country through which the Colorado runs from 
here to the mouth, is a very beautiful prairie county* 
I have only explored the west^n bank. It is one 
«ei^tire prairie from here to the bay, with ihe exception 
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(^ a fenr small creeks. Tha prairie frequenilj blttffii 
up to the rirer, ainl between Uiose blafib are rich 
b^toms of timber, though not extensive, l^e prairie 
is rery rich and beautiful. The river empties mto the 
beautiful bay of Matagorda about forty-five miles from 
4te f^asso^Cavallo. On the whole, I believe I like this 
part cff the •country as well as any I have ever seefa, 
and think prebably I may remain here for some time. 

Yours, affectionately, 
W. B. ©, 



LETTER VI. 

% Colorado Itiver>^Coahuila and Texas, 
August 29, 1823. ) 
Dear Friend : — Since I last wrote you, I have been 
engaged in exploring the country, and hunting ; for, yon 
must know, we axe still dependent upon our guns for U 
support. We are frequently meeting with adventure?^ 
as of course we^ ought to expect to, in a new countr^ 
inhabited by Indians and wild beasts. We have haj 
(me severe engagement with the Carancoway Indians. 
Three of our young men had been down the river in a 
e&noe, to obtam com. This had been raised there ; the 
manner in which the ground was prepared, was this ; 
they burned off the cane brake, and made holes in the 
aground with a hand-spike, where they .planted the com. 



Ih^ land bemg very rich, a large crop was raised is 
this manner. The Caraacowajr Indians had come up 
the country and encamped at 4he mouth of Skull creek, 
about fifteen miles below our '^settlement. They saw 
the young men as they . returned with' their .canoe load 
of corn, and lay in ambush for them ; i^when they were 
sufficiently near, they fired upon them and killed two, a 
Mr. Loy and Mr. Ally. Mr. Clark, the only one now 
remaining, leaped into the river and endeavored to save 
himself by swimming. Before the time he reached the 
opposite shore, he received seven severe wounds from 
their arrows. He succeeded in escaping from them by 
crawling into a very heavy cane brake. Here ha lay 

. til night, being unable to crawl from the loss of blood. 
A young man by the name of Brotherton, had left 
the settlement that same evening, to go down the river 
to the mouth of Skull creek on horseback. Not appre- 
hending any danger from the Indians, he rode up to the 
creek quite late in the evening, where he was surrounded 
lyr.the savages. Thinking them to be the friendly 
Ixidians who lived in the .neighborhood, he still feared 
n9t. He had dismounted from his horse, when an 
Indian stepped up to him and took hold of his gun, as 
tjiough he wished to look at it. Just then he discovered 
tlfiem to be of a tribe with whom -he was unacquainted. 
Ho endeavored to retain possession of his gun, but the 
Indian succeeded in wresting it from him. The Indian 
attempted to shoot him, but the .gun being double*^ 
triggered, he was unable to fire. He threw down the 
gun, and catching up his bow, shot Brotherton in the* 

t l>ack, as he was running from them. . Ihe.arrow entered 



Ub t>ack*bone, ieing no material injoty. He made his 
Cfcape isk) the timber, and in a few hoars succeeded in 
reaching the settlement. We immediatelj raised a 
force of fourteen men, among whom was a raw Eng- 
lidmian, and at midnight we arrived at the place where 
Brotherton had been wonnded. We there dismounted, 
and five of us went to search out the encampment of 
the Indians. After finding out the situation of their 
encampment, we returned to our comrades. Here we 
remained till about half an hour before daj. We tied 
our horses, which we left in charge of the Englishman, 
and proceeded to the Indians' encampment. As silently 
as possible, we crawled into a thicket about ten steps 
behind the camps, placing ourselves about four or five 
steps apart, in a sort of half-circle, and completely 
cutting ofF their retreat from the swamp. The light of 
day was not yet sufficienfly strong to enable us to see 
the sights of our guns. We remained perfectly silent ! 
The Indians were up and busily engaged, apparently 
m preparing breakfast. When the light was sufficient 
for us to see clear, we could not see anything of the 
Infians. We now commenced talking, in order to draw 
them from their wigwams ; in this we succeeded. They 
rushed out as if greatly alarmed ! We fired upon them 
and killed nine upon the spot. The rest attempted to 
escape, but having no way to run, except into the open 
prairie, we hished upon them, and killed all but two, 
who had made their escape, though wounded, after the 
first fire. The number killed, nineteen. It may seem 
strange that we should be so successful in killing so 
oaany Indians, without any of us getting wounded. Wd 
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<}an otAj account for it, flrom tlie fact of tiie Indi&ni 
being so greatlj alarmed, that they <Ud not even attempt 
to fire upon ns. 

After the fatigues of the idght and Ae toils of the 
morning, we being quite hungry, entered the ingwams, 
where we found plenty of provisions. Of these we made 
a hearty breakfast ; we then loaded our horses with such 
ihmgs as we found in their wigwams, and returned to 
the settlement. 

It was at this baitle, and Oie only time in my life, 
that I undertook to scalp an Indian. These Indians 
had remarkably long beautiful plaits -of hair. I recollect 
hearing my father tell of the manner in which th^ 
Indians used to treat their victims in the first settle- 
ment of the United States, and of their taking the scalps 
from men, women, and children. Moved somewhat by 
a spirit of retaliation, I concluded I would take the 
•calp of iin Indian home, as a trophy from battle ; but 
the skin of his head was so thick, and the sight so 
ghastly, that the verj thou^ts of it almost makes the 
blood curdle in my veins* 

This tribe of Indians inhabits the coast ; dwellmg 
between the Erazos Santiago and the mouth of the 
Brazos. They are an exceedingly fierce and warlike 
tribe, and also perfect cannibals. They might, with 
very great propriety, be termed a race of ^ants ; their 
general height is over six feet, and they are very stoutly 
built. Their weapons are bows and arrows ; each man 
carries a bow of precisely his own length, and so very 
strong that scarcely any American can bend it, They 
xaa shoot with their bows and arrows one hundred yardi 
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inlli M greai. aiccmrmcj as an Amtriean cto intti kil» 
nSerAod wiih;aa equallj deadlj aim. 

To give yoa a clearer idea of ^ the great power with 
wUch they use their- weapons, I.wilLtell you an aiiee- 
dote illnstratiDg it. So^a after this ^nconntw which I 
ba^e been writing. of, a Urge party of these Indians 
ctme up above the head of Bay Prairie, crossed over, 
and did some nnschief, such as killing stocky &e. 

Signs of their being in the neighborhood w^re dis- 
covered by a^couple of .men, Jackson. and ClarL They 
immediately (urossed' the river to learn, if the Indians 
were sdll there. As sepn.M Uie Indians discovered 
them, they ficed npon them. An arrow entered the arm 
of Jackson, just above the- elbow, breaking the bone. 
Clark drew his gmi and ^et the Indian down. They 
made tiieir escape, and instantly sent word to>the settte- 
ment ih&i the Indians were in the neighborhood. As we 
are always ready at a minute's warning, we soon. mus- 
tered a force- of fifteeQ on twenty men, and went down. 
Clark accompamed us to show us where the Indians 
were encamped. In crossing the river we were obliged 
to go down the bank on. to a. sand beach, then up the 
beach under a bluff- about two hundred yards, to the 
upper end of the beach,, to arrive at the ford. On this 
beach we rode at full speed, lest the Indians should see 
us and escape. After crossing the river we found 
nothing but the body of the Indian, whom Clark had 
killed, swollen and bloated to a frightful size, and fresh 
vest^es of the Indians having been there. The Indians 
had scattered and secreted themselves in a swamp». 
Ending it of no use to follow them, we instantly returned^ 
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Oft y^eroiBbg ^ riv#r, we saw4ilkking m»tli# bM 
bank of the river, abomt two feet above oor beads, as wef 
•at upon our horaefl, seventy-five or a htmdred arrows, 
which &!e Indians had shot at tis as we rode up Ae 
beach. From the point where the Iddians were to lihe 
Muff, was from one hundred and fifty to two hundred 
yards. 

I have just had the pleasure of spending a few dajs 
m the company of Stephen P. Austin. This is the first 
time I have seen him since his return from the city of 
Mexico. He was on this river with a surveyor, having 
lots laid off from a tract of land that he- had jmst located 
for the purpose of buildSng a town, about eight miles 
above the crossing ofthe old Atoskoscita road. Bat he 
has since abandoned it^ and located his town, which he 
calls San Felipe de Austm, on the Brasos river. 

There seems to be at present quite a ti^ of emigra- 
tion to this country. I presui»e a great many more 
emigrants will boon this fal, as Austin has just returned 
fit)m Mexico, and it will probably soon be known that 
he has received a commission from the Mexican govern- 
ment to settle a colony here. The Mexican government 
offers strong inducements to people to come out and 
settle, by granting large tracts of land. And, indeed, the 
lands in this country are so rich and beautiful, and the 
climate so healthy and delightful, as to be of itself an 
inducement sulBSciently strong to attract many roving 
adventurers to this beautiful paradise of America. 

Smcercly youra, W. B. D. 



LETTER Vn. 

Colorado lUver J Coahuila and Texas j 
Deeember 1, 1823. 

THUOL FsHffD >-^mee I last wrote, <mr euSeriBg* 
Affrt have beei^ very great, for want of provisions. On* 
leooont of the* Avj weather oar crops were rerj poor, 
iod i9e DOW eo/Snfy spent ; the game has left this seo- 
tim of country, and we are rery much pressed for food.. 
3here have a great many new settlers come oa tiiis fall^ 
Mid tiM)ee whe*faave-iiot been^ accustomed to fauniing in. 
the wooda for a rapport, are* obUged to snflfer. Were 
it not for a few of us boys who hare no faimKes, their 
vives and children would suffer much more thaa they 
BOW do ; in fact I fear some of them would starve. 

Those of us who have no families of our own, reside 
vith some of the families in the settlement. We remiun 
kere notwithstandbg the scarcity of provisions, to assist 
m protecting the settlement. We are obliged to go out 
m the morning a party of us to hunt food, leaving a part 
tf the men at home to guard the settlement from the 
Indians, who* are very hostile to us. Indeed, we dare 
not go out to hunt except in companies, as we are 
obliged to keep on the lookout, lest the savages fall upon 
IS) and one cannot watch for th^n and hunt too. Game 
is now so scarce that we often hunt all day for a deer 
•r a turkey, and return at night empty-handed. 

It would make your heart sick, to see the poor Httle 
Wf naked children, who have eaten nothing during the* 
iay^watch for the return of the hunJbera at night. As sooik. 



i8 they catch the first glimpse of them, the/ ea^rljrvi, 
to meet them, and learn, if.thej ha^ been successful in 
their hunt. If the hunters return with a deer <Mr a 
turkej, the children are^almoit ifild wiA* delist, white 
on the. other hand, they suddenly stop in their course, 
jiieir count^anees fail, ike deep bitter tears well mpin 
their eye$ and roll down their pede cheeks. '3^ tn^ 
heart rending to us to return home after a hard day's 
hunt, without any game, knowing as we do, that the 
women and children are entirely without food, and esa 
have nothing till we have found it in our hunt. N4» 
one can know our sa&nngs, or even imagine our fe^ 
iDgs, unless they themselvesJiavo been in similar sitiia* 
tions. And to render our situation the more dreadful, 
eur sufferings the more acute, we are often obliged to 
get the women and children of the different settlements 
together, and. make a sort of fort to protect Ihem from 
the merciless savages. It ia surprising to see bow 
bravely the delicate females bear up under their suffer*-, 
mgs without a murmur or a single complaint. 'Tis only 
by their looks that they shoiw their feelings. When we 
seem in the least discouraged^ they dieer us. with, kind 
words and looks, and strive to appear cheerful and 
happy. They do more, when we are wearied out with 
toU and fatigue, they take our guns in their hands and 
assist us in standing guard. Our prospects for thki 
winter look very gloomy ; if the Indians should attack 
us, I scarcely know wha^ we shall do ; but J hope for 
the best, and trust we shall be provided for in scone way. 
More than all this, were it not for the T<mcoway 
Ipdian^; a small tribe wha are friendly to us and mffHj 
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ii idlliclre69ed deer skinsy ire diOnM be tdmost entirely 
deptiiate oF dothmg. Once in a great while we iM 
aUe to ob^iiii a small piece of vmUeached domestic, ot 
aUtof calioo, at the exorbitant price of seven tj-fivd 
oente a jard, iSrem some one pas^nng through the country ; 
bat -tins is very seldom. The common dress of Hie men 
uA children is made of buckskin, and even the women 
are often forced to wear the same. 

A few days ago, I went over on to the Brazos, to San 
F^pe de Austin, more for tiie purpose of seeing how 
Atistin was succeeding in building his town, than any 
thing dse* While there, one night just after supper, 
Austin came to me and told me that a traveler had come 
in town, and brought information ihat a large party of 
Indians wero marchmg down in the direction of our 
lettienient, on tiie Colorado. He advised me to ride 
ii& aU possible speed home, and give the jJ«rsi, thai 
tiia settlers might be prepared for an at^dc. 

I immediately caught my horse, though I felt very 
Kttie like riding, having been frolicking for two or three 
days, (for I have become very wild for a boy broughl 
1^ as I was, by a Baptist Miniflrter,) and started for 
home. After tnaveling eight or mne miles, I fell asleep ! 
My hcfne leok « diferent course from the one I gener^ 
Mj traveled, and stmck the San Bernard at a place I 
had never crossed. I was awaked by his stopping to 
dciak. Before me lay a beautiful white sand beach, 
wUeb, as the fiill fight of the moon fell upon it, was 
lovely beyond d^cription. For a moment, I was so 
fooqpletelj enehanted as to entirely forget myself. Bui 
(•iwMediatdj bcilhonght mjaelf ^f my errand, and 
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knowing iho river to b6 tke San BernaiHl, put sptm to 
ny horse aad hftstetted on. I soon arrired at Sferaw 
Snyder's, on the east side of the river, and gave tb« 
alann ; I then crossed the river, and rode with hasto i» 
l^e settlement. Before day we hod the w(Hnen and 
ohildren collected together, and were prepared for an 
attack. As soon as it was light, four or five of na 
started up the river to see if we could learn anything 
of the Indians. On arriving at the house of old Mr. 
Thos. Williams, who lived on Williams* ereek, west of &e 
Colorado, and about ten miles below the old La Bahia 
road, we saw a large company of Indians coming towards 
Hyd cabin. They marched up, though not in a hostile 
laanner. We soon ascertained them to be Whaeos amd 
Towaconies. They numbered one hundred and eighty, aU 
armed and ec^^uipped ia a warlike manner. There were 
in the company two squaws, wives of two of the diiefs. 
The Indians told us they had not come to disturb the^ 
white settlers, but were in pursuit of the Tencoways* 
They seemed to wish us to show them where this tribe 
was ; but we informed &em we did not know where 
they were. They then informed us that they would 
i^^nain where they then were, till they found the Tonoo* 
ways, and that they wanted meat Williams immediately 
drove up what few miloh cows ho bad, as he did not Mrish 
to irritate tiiem, since there were but nine white men m 
the settlement. He til^n went out to kill one, but they 
UAi him to stop for them to select one. They eboa^ 
oae that suited them^ and made hnn kin it. We aft^w 
wards ascertained that they bad been in ibo setlieoMii^ 
jt Babb^s tiste day {^evbua, where they 1^ eonddflteil 
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faft the same ma&ner. Wo were obli(;;ed to submifc to 
Iheir wiMies at this time, tmr number being so smdl, bat 
ibis was a very hard thing^for^usto tio. They encampcfd 
^boat one hundred and 'fifty yfffds fnWn Williams' cabin, 
where they said they should 'remain till they found the 
Toncoways ; they then sent out two spies in a westerly 
direction to find the Toncoway camps. As we wished to 
keep on friendly terms ynth them, we told them we 
would send for our big Captain, who would form a treaty 
with them. We sent i-ound the settlement and got 
together what few men there were in the settlement, 
which increased Otir company "to time. Among these 
was Col. James J. Boss. He being a large* fine lookiirg 
man, and somewhat acquainted with Indian custom, we 
toJd was our big Captain. They then agreed to enter 
into a treaty with us. - Williams* wife and daughters 
having gone to one of the neighbor's cabins a mile dis*- 
tant, we occupied his cabin as council room. Having 
no confidence in the treaty, "we "now tried to think of 
some manner in which we could destroy the Indians^ 
lest on 'their leaving they should attempt to commit 
depredations. We first thought we would make a large 
dinner- party in a sort of fort which Williams had built 
round Iris house, to which we would invite them ; and 
when they were all engaged in feasting, we would fall 
upon tiicm and destroy as many as we could. But on 
farther reflection we decided that the difference in our 
numbers was so great, that we could kill but a small 
portion of them, and the women and children would be 
^exposed to their fury; we therefore abandoned thii 
project. . \ 
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At mj^t the^ bailt « large fire, about fifty jwil 
Irom their {dace of eacampment, where ihey MSi a 
war dance. This lasted all ni^t. The tesBptatieiiio 
cut off their retreat to their wigwa^ns, where they had 
left their armSy and then fire upon them, was almost too 
strong to be resisted. But knowing that we ^oiild alb 
last be obliged to retreat, on account of their aumber, 
and that the women and children would then be unpro* 
^cted, we gare up this also. 

We now abandoned all idea^df making an attack upon 
the Indians, bur to act entirely upon the defensive ; this 
^e did for three days and nights, ^n the morning of 
the fourth day, the spies returned. OSaving to cross a 
large prairie, which ^lays oa the west side of the Colorado, 
they were seen, ^when ttwo miles distant. When ib^ 
were discovered, the whole army commenced sin^iig % 
war song, which they continued until the spies wof^ 
withm two hundred yards. They then seated themselves 
in a large circle, upon the ground. The spies, on. 
"dismounting from their horses, walked into ihe midst of 
tjie circle and seated Uiemselvcs, before a word was 
•said by either party. **One of the^pies then commencefl 
'talking. His speech lasted about fifteen minutes. Wo 
supposed him to be telling what he had seen in his 
absence. After this, they all arose, and commenced 
making preparations to leave. We inquired of them, 
what they were going to do. They informed us, that 
their spies had made no discoveries of the Toncoways^ 
>wi they were going to leave. This they did, without 
giving us any further disturbance. 

We then^all of us, returned to our respectivethomeSi, 
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fee&ig wry thankful, that the Indians had gone,' 
without committing any depredacions, though mortified, 
that we ^ad been unable to destroy them. 

Your aflfectionate friend, 



LETTER VIII. 

Colorado River ^ CoahuUa and Texas^ \ 
November 6, 1824. ) 

Dear Friend : — ^I can only excuse myself for xM 
Mting you some time ago, by informing you that th^ 
Land Office has opened, for the purpose of giving 
grants to the three hundred settlers of Austin's colonj« 
What ti..i2C I have not been occupied in Indian warfare, 
or huntings* to obtain the means of subsistence, I have 
teen engaged in ioofeing out, and locatiQg lands. 

You inquired of me, how much land id granted to 
•tach man. To every married man, is granted one 
4eague and labor of land, v/L:ch contains four thousand 
ftx hundred and twenty-one a^res; and each sin^ 
'tnan is allowed one quaiter of a league, which contains 
•eleven hundred and eleven acres. The difference 
'between the Mexican and American measurement m - 
^ibb : in the Mexican measurement one-eighth per cent; 
is taken off from the American chains. Fortunateh|r 
tor US young men, who are here at this time, Austin, 
learing that there would not be found ^tbipee hundred 
•5 
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wbo jumped overboard. We, however, werd so fi)r- 
tig[iate as to kill him, <m firing a s^ond time. t 

We now got into the canoe, and went up to the plad<^ t 
where we had left omr companions. We then divided ^ 
into three companies^ leaving ten men at the eixc^^p* 
ment, while t^n men got into the yawl, and ten into the 
canoe, intending to go down the river into the bay, and 
cross over on to the peninsula. When we got out about 
ten miles fipom land, a violent storm arose. The^ huge ■ 
billows rolled in mountain waves, and filled our littie 
boats with water. Wave, succeeded wave! There 
were but hvb or three hands on board, who understood 
managing boats ; leaving these to guide the vessel, we 
all set to work, some with their hatsj some with their' 
sliDesj and indee'd with every thing we could find, to 
bale the boats out. But ere this could be accomplished, 
amother wave, seemingly larger than the former, would 
break above our heads, and threaten to sink us in th^ 
briny deep. Anon, we were lifted high upoii rolling 
•waves, and again we sank beneath the huge billows, 
which every mouient threatened to engulf us. Our 
anxiety was painful, beyond description ; never till that 
monient, did I know festr. Finding we should be 
unable to reach the peninsula that night, we turned our 
course hotneward. The destruction of our boats seemed 
inevitable. We at last, worn out with toil an(i fatigue, 
Bufeceedcd in reaching land. . ITe then destroyed the 
canoe of the Indians and White, and tlie Mexicans 
stafcrted m the yawl for La Bahia. Having noUiing 
furftier to detain us, we immediately set out for home. * 

We- decided, Ieis we had never explored the eastern 
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mie of the river, to cioss over, and pass up on that 
side* Here we found a large and beautiful prairiu, 
extending from the mouth of the river, up, for tto 
liistancc of forty miles. This prairie is fifteen miles in 
mdth, for the most part level, and the land is very rich 
and fertile. On the east side of this prairie, is Canay 
creek. The soil on the- banks of this creek, is the 
richest and most productive in the world. At the head 
of the prairie, the bottoms become more extensive, beiag 
from five to seven miles in width : it extends from the 
river, out to Peach creek, then is a beautiful prairie, 
which reaches from the creek to the Brazos river. The 
timber in the Colorado bottom, from the head of the 
prairie, up to our settlement, is very rich and luxuriaiit. 
The cane brakes are very thick and heavy. Beautiful 
yrpon thickets, may be seen here and there, whioh 
enchain the eye, by their surpassing loveliness. H|o 
yrpon (this is a Mexican word, and I spell it according 
to the pronunciation,) is an evergreen shrub, which, in 
ttie winter season, is covered with beautiful red berries. 
The leaves of &is shrub are used by the Indians, and 
frequently by the whites, to make tea. It has a very 
agreeable flavor. These thickets are very common in 
Uiis country. % 

A short time after our return home, there came iato 
our settlement, a Meriean, wounded and bleeding> He 
stated timt he wto' traveling in the employ of a gentle- 
man, by tfie Tlame of Gorasco, who was driving a large 
^•e^vyyard of horsed and xauks to Louisiana; and tibat 
they had been attacked by robbers, ataereek^ about 
twelve miled' from this place, and Corasco aaid aU Im 



company hapd been murdered, he alone escaping, tbom^ 
( tadly wounded. The man was literally covered wiA 
' wounds. We instantly raised a party of six or aerea 
men, and went to the creek, where we tound the dead 
bodies of Corasco and his companions ;: the eavyyard 
, was gone. There was a deep ravine- on* the bank of 
. the creek, which had been washed* out by the rain*. 
There we placed the bodies, an(¥ covered them as well' 
as we were-aHle. This mournful task done^ we set out 
tn the trdl which the eavyyard* had made, which we 
fbllowed, to where it had crossed the Colorado, half 
way between the La Bahia and Atoskascita roads« 
We still kept on the trail, which seemed to be making 
Its way direct to Louisiana. We overtook them just 
as they were about swimming the Brazos; we fired 
upon the men, killing all but three, who sprang into the- 
river and swam to the opposite shore. Two of them 
were killed while swimming the river; the other suc- 
ceeded in making his escape. Previous to this we had 
keen greatly troubled by robbers taking our prof>erty ; 
and we have frequetitly followed after them, brought 
Oiem back, tied them up and whipped them. But as 
Ibis only exasperated themw ifistead of remedying the 
•vil, we were advised by Austin to take less trouble upon 
•nrselves. He said as we had no courts of justice, we 
Bad better follow the thieves and get our property backr 
lut never bring any of the tUeves back with us. Upofr 
ibis hint, we now acted. We cut off the head of one of 
ibese men, and sticking it upon a pole by the way*-side^ 
lift it there as a warning to all others who might see it, 
; About thia time, the Carancoway Indians again camt 
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fato ihe settlements, and falling upon the people wli<> 
resided on the Brazos and San Bernard rivers, killed 
several. The engagement now became severe. A 
great portion of the Indians were killed, and several 
whites. The Indians, after losing the greater part of 
iktir men, returned home. They now sent Austin 
word, that they wished to f^rm a treaty with the 
Americans. Upon this, Austin called for one hundred 
volunteers, which were immediately raised, and W6 
started for La Baliia, where the Carancoways proposed 
meeting us. We met at a small creek, three miles thi« 
side of La Bahia, and were three days forming a treaty^ 
and prescribing them certain limits, which they were 
never to pa'ss ; and in which, they were never to be 
disturbed. Since then, all has been quiet and peaceful 
iu tiie settlements. Yours, sincerely, 

W. B. D. 



LETTER IX. 

San Antonio de Bexar^ 

March 18, 1826. 
Dear Friend : — Soon after I last wrote you, all being 
sffll and quiet at home, and the land titles aJ s^'ttled, i 
decided to travel awhile in Mexico, in order t^) learn \h» 
Spanish language, and become acquainted with the maik- 
Hers and cu.stoms of the Mexican [xopie. I left homf 
<& a trading ex^ediDion, not v>ita tae expeciation of 
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making a great deal, but still wishing to make ^ufficieftt 
'to defray my' own expenses. ' I was very agreeably dis- 
appointed on arriving in this country, by fiuding the 
; Mexicans a very agreeable, hospitable people. Indeed, 
I have never in my life met with more hospitality than 
since: I have been in Mexico. I find them, to -be .a people 
fond' of dress and gayety. Their whole study .seems to 
be for enjoyment Mirth and amusement occupy th^ir 
whole time. If one is fond of balls and theatres, he 
tcan here have an opportunity of attending the one every 
* evening. Almost every species of dissipation is indulged 
in, except drinking. This is looked upon with abhor- 
^-rence, especially by the men, the womeu being muah 
rmore fond of drinking than the men. 

. Perhaps there is no country in the world where there 

is so great a distinction between the classes as. here in 

Mexico. There are three classes, the aristocracy, the 

middle classes, and the Peons. The first class are well 

educated, and keep themselves entirely aloof from the 

other classes. The middle classes are poor, and work 

for themselves, and are far superior to the Peons,. The 

Peons, or lower class, are a sort of slaves,, who^arer 

employed by the aristocracry. All classes seem to look 

tipon the European, or the American, who conducts 

him3elf with propriety, as a being of superior order to 

themselves. 

^ To give you an illustration of their hospitality^ E "will 

-. tell you an anecdote : Two young gentlemen from 

^Mississippi, and myself, crossed the Rio Grande, ta a 

-.small but beautiful village. There being no tavema^in 

; this country, travelers are obliged to put up at a priirat^ 



t LETTERS FBOM TBXAff. £t* 

h^ose, or rent a house and liire a cook. We choee ilid^ 
filter, it being not only cheaper bat more pleasant. On^ 
the evening of our arrival, about three o'clock, a coupfti^ 
of very gentiemanly looking officers rode up to our door^^ 
and presented us with a ticket of invitation to a party. * 
Kear dark three or four officers called to escort us to the^ 
house where the party was given. On our arriving at * 
the house, we were ushered into a large ball room, * 
where a large company of ladies were seated ; , after * 
bemg introduced to these, we were showninto an adjoin- 
ing room, where was a largo table loaded with choice ' 
wines, rich fruits, and every dainty that could be pro- ' 
cured. We were told whenever we felt like taking any • 
rrfreshments, not to wait for any further invitation, but * 
walk in and help ourselves. In dancing, before the * 
opening of any new figure, some one of the officers ' 
would ask us if we wished to dance ! If we replied in * 
the affirmative, we were introduced to some one of the ' 
ladies who, on being invited, never refused to dance. • * 

A stranger in Mexico can alwiiysfind a mother and a * 
friend among the Mexi^n ladies. If he is in want they * 
are ever ready to assist him ; should he be cast into ' 
prison, he need not fear sufiering for want of food, pro- ' 
vided the ladies are permitted to take him anything. 

The people of Mexico all profess the Roman Catholic 
religion ; all classes, men, women, and children engage * 
in, gambling. Of a Sabbath morning, every person ^ 
attends church. In this, they are very particular, tho ' 
service closes at ten o'clock. Immediately afterwards, 
priests and people repair to gambling rooms, where they * 
3pend their time in playing and betting large sums of 
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tfiotiey till night closes in. Tbej then go to a party ar 
H, fandango, aceording to their rank and station ift 
C^i^cy. The higher classes never attend fandangoes, 
except as spectators, and the lower classes are never 
admitted to parties except as waiters. The Mexicans 
ire generally considered a treacherous people, but this 
is only true of them when they find they can make a 
large sum of money by treachery. The officers can bo 
Itfihed ; but in friendship they are warm and firm. 

As I have spent most of my time on the frontier, 
frhere standing armies are stationed, I have bectimo 
acquainted with their system of warfare. They are 
tu)t expert in war, and so.ne nations, on this account, 
think them a cowardly people; but I think it owing 
more to their foi mality, than cowardice. Indeed, I 
would say they were rather brave, than cowardly. But 
their movements are so slow, that they never succeed 
well in war, particularly with the Indians. For instance, 
if Indians enter a town committing depredations, thd 
first notice given, b the firing an alarm gun at the 
barracks, then the drums beat to muster the troops, who 
parade a while, and after receiving orders to be prepared 
on such a day, at such an hour, to follow the enemy, 
are dismissed. At the appointed time, which is, r)erhaps, 
Ihe second day after the depredations have been com* 
mitted, they will start to follow the enemy. But by 
this time, the foe will be so much in atlvance of them, 
that after an absence of three or four days, they return 
to their stations; of course, having been unsuccessfuL 
Every advantage which they obtain over an enemy, if 
4one more by intri^^ue than by active exertion ; and not 
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heing able to deal with the wily savage in this maniietj . 
Oxey are generally unsuccessful in their wars with themi 
These people are very unskillful in the use of gunsi 
At one time, a friend of mine, John R. Fotfter^ 
and myself, were wishing to travel into the interior of 
Mesdco. .About the same time, a large convoy of soldierj 
were leaving San Antonio for rthe same place. It being 
very dangerous to travel without escort, on account o^ 
Indians and robbers, we laid our plans to travel wittf 
the convoy*. On the first evening, we encamped about ♦ 
ui hour before sun-down, and my friend and myself * 
strayed away from the camp for a short time, and while , 
absent, succeededin killing a couple of very fine turkeys.' • 
On returning to camp, having but little use for th€f ^ 
turkeys, we ' sent one, as it so changed, to the General. 
He immediately sent for us to his camp, in order to \ 
leam in what manner we had killed the turkeys. Wcri 
informed him, that we had driven them to take refuge' ^ 
in a tree, where we had shot them with our rifles. He 
defflred us to bring our rifles to him, that he mi^t see 
diem. -This we did. He then wished to see us shoot' > 
something, that he might see in what manner we used^ t 
them. We shot at a target which was placed at the 
^stance of a hundred yards; at this he. manifested a ^ 
good deal of surprise, as he also did at our .taking 45ight. • 
The Mexican manner of shooting, being entirely without * 
taking aim; they iis frequently fire backwards with the T 
gun upon their Moulders, while running from an enetey^ *> 
as luiy way. After this, we were every day, dwing the* 4 
trip, invited to dine with the General, who was weU 1 
j^vided with all kinds of dainties, and after dinftecf tm \ 
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were invariably desired to spend some time shooting rt 
a paper mark, which he retained if we hit it, which we 
seldom failed in d<»ing, and exhibited on our arrival im 
Mexico, as specimens of the Americans' great ability in 
gfiooting. Frequently on the trip, he would desire the 
Mexicans to try their skill with us. Thev use a scoppet, 
a «6rt of shot «run, and were seldom able to hit the 
target ; at last thev abf?olutely refused to shoot with ud 
at all. They are, however, verv skillful in the uso of 
the sword and latice ; in this, they are thorongV.ly • 
drilled. Thev are also, without doubt, the most excel- 
lent equestrians in the world, beini^ able, while running 
ahoree at fnli speed, to stoop down, and pick a smaU 
|)0cket Wife from the ground. 

The country here is very beautiful, and I would be 
happy to give you a description of it, but as I am soon 
going further into the interior, I will defer that till I 
write again, when I shall be able to speak more fully 
tipon it. 

Perhaps you may be interested in a description ef 
fmr mode of traveling in this new country, where all is 
irild and unsettled, and particularly, in campin,>: out. 
We are frequently out for several days together, without 
seeing the face of any human being, save those who 
are in oar own company, «ni without seeing any vestige 
of man's habitation. Of course, then, we are obliged. 
to provide ourselves with camp equipage, and prepare 
Ourselves for a tempoi*ary residence in the woods and 
mountains, far from anv settlements, and for aught we* 
know, in places where the foot of white man has never ' 
before trod. In this there is sometlung pleasant, bat| - 
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U in tliia life, the bitter is ever mingled with the sweet-, 
10 there is ofttimes something disagreeable. Irnagine 
for yourself a com{)any of men, traveling from place 
to place on mules and pack horses. Our route lays 
through a country uninhabited, where lurks the wily 
savage, where rouns the beasts of the forest, and bandits 
«re ever ready to spring upon the unwary and unsus- 
pfectmg. Bark night cornea on^ and flings her sober - 
veil o'er hill, woodland and prairie^ We know that the 
fierce savage moved by implacable hatred, without* 
doubt, follows in our wake, in order that he may destroy 
us as we sleep. We move on, under cover of nijrht, ' 
for an hour or two. that tlie Inditan mav not be able to 
■see us, and then stiiko off from the r -ad and go about * 
a mile. Here, then, we prepare to spend the nrght. 
We look around for fuel, build us a fire, and cook our * 
suppers. Our appetites are sharpened by the exercise * 
of riding, and we partake of our horn !y repast with a 
relish, which a king might enj »y. This done, we look 
us out a spot free from snakes, which r'o entirely 
surround with a caboras or hair rope, which we always ^ 
•carry with us, and over which a snake will never pass, 
a&d sprea^fing our blankets in the midst, lay ourselves 
down to sleep, with the b^e heavens above n% an 1 the 
green earth beneath. We choose, if possible, to encamp ' 
■on the b^fik of some streim, where we can have the ' 
|>enefit of fresh watery but if this cannot bo, we always ' 
carry with us a Spanish gourd filled with water^ ^ 
Sometimes, however, we suffer exceedingly for want of ' 
something to drink, on account of the rivers and creeks ^ 
(eiog dry. But this of course we must •expect in a * 
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Bouihem country, where we have but little raia iH4h« 
summer season, and the burning sun pours down hig 
powerful rays, and dries the earth and streams. This 
is one of the miseries of traveling, in this country* 
^en, again, in cold and stormy weather, ^tis exoeedingly 
unpleasant to be without a. roof -to shelter us, and no 
bed at night to receive our w^ary limbs. But on the 
idiole, I think the sweets more tbam counterbalance the 
bitter ; and the truly romantic life of a traveler in a 
wild unsettled country,'ha3 more charms for me, tha& 
the life which my fashionable friends at home iead ia' 
their drawing-rooms and parlors, surrounded as they 
are, with every luxury which the heart of man can 
desire. 

I like the Spanish language very much. € think 4fc 
a. very musical and harmonious language, far more so^ 
than the English. I succeed well in learning it, and 
expect soon to be able to speak it fluently. In fact, n 
person Bituatedas I amj^eacu hardly help learning it fast. 
X ^sometimea pass months^ without hearmg a word of 
English spoken. 

Xhave not hjeard any tidings from Austin's colony, 
since I left it, and from that &ct, am inclined to thii^ 
that all is quiet and peaceful Unere. At <the time I lefk, 
all was prosperous aad ha^y, ^and many emigrants were- 
fast coming in. Yours, truly, 

W. B* D. . 
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LETTER X. 

Saltilloy MexicOy January 6, 1827. 
Dbar Friend : — ^I promised in my last to ^ve you % 
description of this country, as soon as I had explored it 
tifficiently. I have since then been traveling a great 
deal among the mountains of Mexico in the interior, and 
llso upon the coast. I am truly delighted with the 
«<Hmtry. I thought Texas a very beautiful land, almost 
a paradise, but Mexico, if possible, surpasses Texas. The 
eountry from Bexar to the mountains is high, dry, and 
nearly level, with rich, black, stiff soil, which, when the 
weather is dry, cracks open, so as to prove dangerous 
to an equestrian ; the cracks are often so broad and 
deep as to be perfectly impassable, and if a horse 
chances to put his foot in one, he may sink in up to 
his shoulder: this is no less true of Texas. But to 
return ; in this country there is but little timber : the 
country is mostly a prairie country, the prairies being 
meetly covered with shrubs, musquit trees, and prickly 
pear. By the way, I must tell you something about 
the prickly pear, lest you should think it the same as 
the ladies at the north so often cultivate ; and indeed 
the difference is not great, except in the size of the two. 
Here the prickly pear grows from one to fifteen feet ia 
bright, and frequently with a round body like a tree, 
d|[^teen inches in diam tor, and the leaves measuring % 
foot in br adth. The fl wer-; are red, . ellow, and white; 
fiwse are exceedlng'y e .ut'jui :;!i i 1 n* ^•. The fult ii 
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Bometimes blue, and sometimes red, and of a very plea* 
gant flavor. Upon the leaf of the prickly pear grows a 
small red insect, called cochineal. When this cochineal 
is dried, it bears a strong resemblance to a little bug, 
and is very valuable for dyeing. 

The road is ofttimes completely hedged in for miles by 
long rows of prickly pear, which are almost impassable. 
Beneath the huge leaves of the pear are vast quantities 
of snakes and poisonous reptiles, which have crawled 
under them to dielfcer themselves from the scorching rays 
of the sun. Almost every species of cactus may be found 
growing wild in the Mexican prairie, as far superior to 
those cultivated in the north, in dze and beauty, as is 
the prickly pear of which I have endeavored to ^\^ you 
a feint idea. When these various cactuses are in full 
bloom with all their rich and varied hues, they render 
the prairies beautiful beyond the power of language to 
describe. 

All the shrubbery throughout tins country is eovei^d 
with thorns. I have frequently stopped at noon and 
thrown my blanket over a shrub, to protect me from the 
RUB, and on rising to go, you w6uld be greatly amused^ 
could you see what difficulty I have in getting mj 
blanket. It seems to cling to the bush with a tenaKjity 
impossible to overcome ; as soon as I get one part free^ 
it cliiigs on in another ; now my coat is caught among 
the thorns, and I must leave my blanket to free Hay 
coat ; by this time the thorns get as firm a hold upon 
my blanket as they had at first, and the work is all to 
go* over again. At last, after a good deal of hard fight- 
ing with .this unconscious foe, I succeed in getting back 



what IS my OTrn, and ride on thankful to get off as well 
as I did. .- * 

In this country, about Saltillo and among the moun- 
tains, the larid is'ridi, fertile, and' beautiful ;* the valleys 
are from ten to thirty miles in extent, covered with a 
carpet of perpetual verdure. Down in these valleys, one 
may stand, feeling the genial influence of a warm sunny 
May morning, and on looking around, and above, see the 
deep snowpiled in* huge white drifts upon the mountains, 
looking cold' and dreary. The comfortable sensation 
produced by this sight, can be better imagined than 
describfed *' y^^* know yourself how comfortable it is in 
cold ' December at home, when the bleak north wind 
blows ehill, and all without is drear, to be seated in a 
irarm room, surrounded with geraniums, and other beau- 
tiful house plants. But, to stand in the open air in a 
calm and sunny day, beholding the fair creations Of 
Dame Nature's hand growing spontaneously, * and the 
light breezes waftihg- to* us their delicious perfume, and 
view this cold and desolate scene, is infinitely more 
delightful. In feet, in a half day's ride, one can enjoy 
every variety of climate, from the hot midsummer day 
of the tropics, to the cold December weather of our 
northern clime. 

To me, there is nothing more agreeable than to wake 

in the morning, when among the mountains, and listen 

to the bleating of the calves and lambs, the lowing t)f 

•the cows, the braying of the mules and donkies, and to 

'behold the bakharas herding the cattle, the horses Mid 

• mules, while on every cUff and rock, sheep and goftts 

•may be seen sporting from r:>ck to rock,, and leapJftg 

6 
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•ver every dangerous cliff. In this country, one may 
he awakened every morning by music. If he is in tbo 
town he will hear the rich sound of the flute and French 
bom ; and among the mountains, he will hear t^e musie 
ef the herds of which I have just been speaking, and 
which is to my ear the most delightful mpusic I ever 
beard. 

The exports of this country are wool, cochineal, anci 
fruits ; besides this a vast number of mules are drivm 
into the States for sale. The country produces wheat, 
com, rye, oats, barley, potato^, onions, and all kinds 
of garden vegetables, sufHcieiit for hoti^ cotisumpuoa* 
Almost every kiiid of fruit gro>vs here pteatifully. 
Oranges, lemons, bananas, peaches, pears, plums, apples, 
figs, cocoanuts. chocolate boan^, graiutiis, and plan- 
tains are to be iband here in great quantities. Here 
too are the nchest of grapes, from which is made the 
purest kind of wine. 

This country is settled differently, fi-om an':' |lace I 
was ever in. 13ie people all reside in large towns^ 
wliich are situated from twenty to forty miles apart. 
The country between these towns, is not settled by 
formers, as in America. A few wealthy rancheros 
dwell in the country, who own vast herds of stock, of 
all kinds. These, usually, are surromided by ten or 
fifteen families of poor people, who reside near them, ' 
together with peons and bakharas, or herdsmen. These/ 
rantheros raise large crops of corn, wheat, and indeedi 
almost every production oi this country. Their ranches 
are kept under goc^d cultivation, and the ground being ' 
%ery rich, pnxiuces abundantly. As but little rain fall** 
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chring the dry season', great pains dire taken to irrigate 
tbe Janda. Artificial streams are formed, which ruir 
ftcongh the ranches, and at a certain time in the day, 
the flood gates are opened, and the water s^ reads over 
tbe laud. 

In every town, is built one or more magnificent 
churches. These are all Roman Catholic buildings;. 
There are, in these churches, a vast amount of golden 
Q^maments and splendid: decorations, which are very 
grand and beautifuL Every thing within, is^ solemn and 
Bublime. The bffey roof, the long aisles, the golden . 
usages, and the wall hung with pictures of master 
pjunters, fill the spectart»r with awe and wonder. Yom 
nay, perhaps, have entertained the idea, that there is- 
HO solemnity in the Rr^mau Catholic form of worship, 
ance they arc sucli a dissipatcil clan^ of people ; but if 
80, let me beg of you to dlsmias the opinion. 1 never, 
m my life, witnessed a ceremony more truly solemn and 
imf)0sing. than that performed by the Roman CathqJ^cs. 
Of a Sabbath morning, from five hundred to a thousanct 
persons, may be seen entering one of the churches. 
A» they enter. the door of the churchy each one dips hia 
finger m a silver basin of holy water, and crosses him>^ 
self. He then advances mth slow and measured tread,. 
ta his place in the church, and there kneels. In thi» 
posture he continues during the time of service which 
k performed in the Tiatin language* The priest stands . 
Within an elevated altar, which is decorated with gold^ 
t^d costly omamencs. Upon the altar, stand twelve- 
golden candlesticks, in each of which is burning %, 
ytx&n candle. There too, are golden snuffers, {Atchert^ 
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imm» aiidfcowls. Around Hie priest," stand fivef orife 
hoya appropriately dressed, bnniing inctnse. ' Bcfiyre 
4ihe door at which we enter, and behind the altar, hangs 
•fee image ,of our Sariour nalfed to the cross,' while on 
either hand hangs a thief, and around, stands Mary, tile 
mother of Jesus, Joseph, Pdintius Pilate, Judas Iscariot, 
and others, who look with grief upon the sad spectacle. 
These figures are as large as life. Music j rich aft^. 
iwlemn, now breaks upon the ear. The deep toned 
organs, send forth their thrilling tones from the lofty 
gallery, and now the full clear music of the human 
Yoice, is heard harmoniously joining with the deep tones 
ef the organ. Anon, all is still ; the silence becomes 
painful ; but soon, again, is heard a low, rich souncl, 
from the deep toned organ, which grows louder and 
fuller, till soon the whole house is filled with the rich 
melody. 

The manner of burying the dead, is very different 
from anything I have ever witnessed. -The priests 
always bury the dead. The procession leaves the 
house from whence the* spirit of tiie departed took ifc 
fiight, and slowly wends its way to the church ; the belk 
toll a solemn peal. First in the procession, is a band 
of musicians, who, as they move slowly onward to the 
last restuig place of him< who has gone before them to 
ttiie spirit land, send forth from their ins^ments ot 
music, solemn smd funereal strains. Next, is the priest, 
clad in a sable robe, and surrounded by six boys burning 
incense ; now come twelve boys, carrying lighted waxen 
candles; after this a person bearing the cross, uplifbld 
^fcgh, then the body of the deceased, borne upon t6o 
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BhAnlders of four of his old compamons. Now follow^ 
the kindred and monming friends. As thej pass on to - 
the church, every one in the streets through which they 
pass, kneels down, and continues kneeling till the pro- 
cej^on has passed. 

Tie mode of life, of the people of this country, is 
somewhat different from ours. The people all sleep till 
very late In ihe morning ; before rising they take a cup 
of coffee, at ten o'clock they take breakfast, and at 
twdve they dine ; immediately after dinner the Streets 
are deserted ; each one takes a siesta, or nap, and spends 
his time in lounging till three o'clock, they then rise, 
tale a cup of coffee, and the ladies retire to their . 
dressing rooms. At dark, the streets become a perfect . 
thoroughfare ; ladies are out walking, visiting, calling . 
and shopping till ten o'clock at night, at which time 
they go home to their suppers. After supper, they go 
to some place of amusement, to the gambling room, 
ball room, theatre, or a party, where they while away 
their tune, in mirth and amusement. The ladies of 
Mexico are very beautiful, with small hands and feet, 
sparkling eyes and elegant figures. They are extremely 
polite and graceful in their naovemenst. 

Before I close this letter, I must teli you something 
about the fairs which are held here. A fair generally 
lasts from three to six weeks. Every person who has 
any thing he wishes to dispose of, brings it here at this 
time, knowing he shall have a favorable opportunity. 
The public square is surrounded by a row of tents, 
^hich are occupied by those who have sales to make. 
Here may be found all manner of merchandise, trinkets 
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tad jewelry : here, too, mav be found cakes, pies, tart^ 
&ttits, wines, and all kinds of refreshments. In one 
tent is a bilUard room ; in anothep a mountebank : hen. 
is a game of chess, and there a game of roulette. 
£ating, drinking, dancing and gaming, occupy day and 
night, perhaps, for six weeks in succession. At nigjil 
the public square is illuminated, till it is as light as day, 
and the whole place is one complete blaze of light 
Music of all kinds may be constantly heard, while die 
fair lasts. All is one complete scene of mirth and 
dissipation. Joy and festivity are on every hand. 

If a person wishes for good livin;; here, he had better 
be here in the time of lent. This is a forty davs fast. 
But the only article of tood from which they abstain, is 
meat. Everything which is a little nicer than common, 
is reserv£?d for lent. In fact, the religion of these 
people rei^uires them to spend about one third of their 
time in feasting and fasting ; and a person wishing to 
spend a year or two, where he can partake of every 
kind of amusement, can find no better place thaa 
Mexico Your affectionate friend, 

W. B. D. 
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LETTER XI. 



San Antonio de Bexar ^ Texa9^- \ 
]^^ ' ^ - i!fareA'6,182g. f 

IJEAR ERiBto : — ^It seems'to me that the Hepublic' 
of Mexico IS destined fo be for6ver revoltttionizihg. The 
Mexicans are never long at peace with each other ; 
ignorant and degraded as manyof' theni are, they are 
not capable of -ruling nor yet bf feeing ruldd. Texas, 
being Bo far removed froiA lifie interior, is but little 
affected by these const&nt i^eVoltitions in Mexico ; but I 
dwelling among them as 1 'now am, am forced to feel 
in some degree the deplorable effect of the civil wars 
which threaeteh to deluge the whole of that beautiful 
and lovely land in blood. 

In 1826, great excitement prevailed on the subject of 
Bttppressing tlie Masonic societies, in obedience to a bull ' 
fulminated by the reigning Pope. A bill to this effect;* 
wJis mtrodiiced into Congress, but was rejected. Soon 
aH the men of influence throughout the whole country - 
ranged themSeivCB on one side or the other of the poUti- * 
cil factions, whiich were said to be under the guidance 
of the rival Scotch and English Lodges. The Escosesi ' 
or Scotch, constituted a society of Scotch origin, com- 
posed of large proprietors and persons of distinction \ 
ihey are mostly men of moderate principles and favora- 
ble to the cause of independence. Many of them have 
been in favor of a constitutional King of Mexico, chosen 
frftoi the Bourbon family. The Yorkinos Lodge origi- 
nated from a Masonic society in York, England ; they 
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tre opposed to central or r:>yal govemment — ^to {ht 
Bourbon familir — and are in favor of the entire expol* 
non of the Spaniards from Mexico. 

Towards die close of last year« the storm burst forth 
ttt Oluniba, where Colonel Don Jose Montano published 
his plan for the forcible reform of the govemment, ia 
order to counteract the growing influence of th« 
Yorkinos. 

In January last, General Bravo, the leader of the 
Escoses, and Vice President of the Republic, left 
Mexico, and uniting with the rebels, stationed himself at 
Tulancingo, where he issued a manifeero in favor of 
Montano. General Vicente Guerrero took the field, in 
behalf of the government, and succeeded in suppressing 
the insurrection, and Bravo and his associates were baa* 
ished from the Republic. 

Last year, an attempt was made by a body of ad veil 
turers and speculators, to erect Texas into a Republic^ 
under the name of Fredonia ; the revolutionists depend- 
ing greatly upon the assistance of a number of Indian 
tribes with whom they had formed treaties. The pria- 
<cip2d olijection of the Fredonians to the Mexican 
-government was, the prohibition of slavery within its 
territory. The new govemment was however soon 
dissolved, and the Fredonians killed or dispersed by 
^oops from San Antonio. Austin's colonists were not 
engaged in this mad business. 

I have lately obtained the Constitution of the United 
States of Mexico, which you have so long desired, and 
now with a great deal of pleasure I will send y<»u a cojjgf 
<>fit. 
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^ONSTITOTION OF TSE MEXICAN UNITED StAtEl^. 
The Supreme Executive Power, provisionally appoint- 
ed by the General Sovereign Congress of the Nation, to 
all who shall see these presents, knoto and understcmd, 
that the same Congress has decreed and sanctioned the 
following : 

Federal Constitution of the United Mexican States. 

In the name of God, all powerful, author and supreme 
le^slator of society ! The general constituent Congress 
of the Mexican Nation, in the discharge of the duties 
confided to them by their constituents, in order to estab- 
lish and fix its political independence, establish and 
confirm its liberty, and promote its prosperity and glory, 
decree as follows : 

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED MEXICAN STATES. 

Title 1st. Only Section. Of the Mexican Nation^ 
its Territory and Religion. 

Abticle 1. The Mexican Nation, is forever free and 
independent of the Spanish government, and every other 
power. 

2. Its territory consists of that which was formerly 
called the vice- royalty of New Spain, that styled the cap- 
tedn generalship of Tweaton, iihat of the commandant 
generalship, formerly called the Internal Provinces of 
East and West, and that of Lower and Upper California, 
with tiie lands annexed, and the adjacent lands in both 
seas. By a constitutional law, a demai^ation of the 
Kinits of the Federation, will l>e made as soon as circum- 
stances will permit. 

8. The religion of the Mexican Nation, is, and will 
^, perpetually, the Roman Oatiralic Apostolic. The 
7 
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Nation will protect it by wise and just laws, and prohibit 
the exercise of any other whatever. 

Title 2d. Only Section. — Farm of Government 
qf the juration^ of iU integral parte and division of 
Supreme Power. 

4. The Mexican Nation adopts, for ita Government^ 
the form of Republican representative, popular Federal. 

5. The parts of this Federation, are the States and 
Territories as follows : The States of Chipas, Gluhuahua, 
Coahuila and Texaa, Durango, Guanajuanto, Mexico, 
Michoacan, New Leon Oajaco, I^uebla de los Angelos, 
Quiertaro, San Luis Potosi, Sinora and Sinaloa, Tobasco, 
Tamaulipas, Vera Cruz, Xalixo, Yucatan, Zacatecas, 
the Territory of Upper California, Lower CaUfomia, 
Golima and Santa Fe of New Mexico, — ^a constitutional 
law shall fix the character of Tlaxala. 

6. The Supreme Power of the Federation will be 
divided for its exercises into Legislative, Executive, and 
JudiciaL 

Title 3d. Section 1st. Legielabive power ^ ofita 
motive and the mode of eo^ercieing it. 

7. The legislative power of the Federation, shall be 
disposed in a General Congress, this is to be divided in 
two houses, one of Deputies (Representatives) and the 
other of Senators. 

Section 2d. Of the House of BepresentoHves. 

8. The House of Representatives .shall be composed 
of Representatives elected totally every two y%ara, by 
the citizens of the States. 

9. The qualifications of the electors shall be consti- 
' tationally prescribed. by the le^atures of tiie States.; 
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to whom, likewise, apperi$,ms .the regiilatipu of ii^ «j||o« 
tionSy in conformity WtU^ th^ princ^e^ est^jbliahedl)/ 
this Constitution, ; , 

10.. The general bans for the appointmenir of repre- 
sentatives, shall be the popalaticm. 
.11. For every 80,000 souls, one Representative shall 
be appointed, or for a fraction whieh passes 40,000. : The 
State which may not contain this population, shall not- 
withstanding appoint (me Eepresentative. 

12. A census of the whole Federation, which shsJl 
be formed m five years, and renewed every ten, ^ijl 
serve to designate the number of Deputies corre8pon4'* 
ing to each State ; and in the meantime, ijb shall be 
regulated agreeably to the basis established in the former 
article, by the census which governed in the 6l0cti(MV «f 
Deputies in the present Congress. 

13.^ In the same manner shall be elected in ^a^ 
State, the necessary number of supernumerary repre* 
sentatives in the ratio of one for every three full r^rfK 
sentatives, or for a fraction amounting to two, the States 
which may contain less than three full representatives, 
shall elect one supernumerary. 

14. The Territory which shall contsdn njore flian 
40,000 inhabitants, shall appoint a full representative 
Itnd one supernumerary, who shall have a voice and 
vote in the formation of laws and ^decrees. . .^ . , 

15. The Territory which may nat cont^ ^e £m^ 
gomg number of population, shall appoint one full rep]*er 
B^ntative and one supemumeraiy, who shall' ho- entitled 
to a voice in all matters. The election of Bej^senta^vflU 
{br tbe Torritories shall be regulated by a special law. 
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16. In erery State an^ Territoiy of iiie Federation, 
ike appoinfanent of Rejiresentaiives cihall be made on the 
first Sunday m Octob^ previous to its renovation. The 
election to be indirect. 

17. The election of Representatives concluded, the 
electoral college shall remit through their President to 
the Council of Government, a legal return oi the electitm 
and notify the elected of their appointment, bj an official 
letter, which shall serve as a credential of election. 

18. The President of the Council of Gpverpm^it 
shall give to the returns referred to in the precedii^ 
article, the direction prescribed bj the regulations of 
said Council. 

19. To be a Representative, it is required, first, to 
be at the time of the election, twenty-five years of age, 
^xHiiplete ; second, to have been a resident of the State, 
from which elected, at least two years, or born in the 
iBtate, although a resident in tmother. 

20. Those not bom in the territory of the Meidcan 
-nation, to be Representatives, must have besides eight 
years' residence in it, eight thousand dollars' of real 
estate in any part of the Republic, or an occupation 
that produces them one thousand dollars per year. 

21. Exceptions to the foregoing article — ^first, those 
bom in any other part of America, that in 1810 apper- 
tained to Spun, and^ has not united itself to another 
nation, nor remaon subject to the former, to whom three 
Tears' residence m the 'Territory of the Federation is 
efficient, in addition to the requisite prescribed in the 
Idth article. Second, the military not bom in the 
Q^erritory of the Republic who with arms sustained the 
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independence of the country, eight years' isesidenoe 
complete, is sufficient, and the requisites preseribed iu 
the nineteenth article. 

22. In the election of Eepresentatives actual residence 
shall have preference over birth and non-residence. 

23. These cannot be representatives: First, — Those 
deprived or suspended from the rights of citizenship^ 
Second, — ^The President and Vice President of the 
Federation. Third, — The members of the Supreme 
Judicial Court. Fourth, — Secretaries of the Cabinet, 
and the officers of their departments. Fifth, — Those 
employed in the Treasury, whose functions extend over 
tbe whole Federation, Sixth, — Governors of States and 
Territories, Commandant Generals, Archbishops and 
Bishops, Governors of Archbishoprics and Bishoprics, 
Provisors and Vicar Generals, Circuit Judges, Commis- 
sary Generals of Treasury and War, for the States and 
Territories over which they exercise their functions. 

24. In order that any person enumerated in the 
foregoing article, may be eligible, it is necessary they 
should have ceased their functions, six months previous 
to their election. , 

Section 3d. Of the Senate. 

25. The Senate shall be composed of two Senators' 
from each State, elected by an absolute majority of 
the votes of the Legislature, and renewed by one-half 
every two years. 

26. The seats of the Senators appointed In the 
second place, shall be vacated in two years, and the 
fii^t appointed, in four years ; and so oa in sncoesffiion. 

ST. When a vacancy occurs by death, resignation, 
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or other cauc^e, it shall be filled bj the correspondbg 
Legislature in session, if not, as soon as it meets. 

28. To be a Senator, it is necessary to possess aD 
the qualifications reqmred by the former section to be a 
Representative ; and, moreover, to be at the time of the 
election, thirty years of age. 

29. No person can be a Senator, who is disqualified 
from being a Representative. 

80. In the election of Senators, the 22d article 
shall also govern. 

81. When the same individual is elected for a 
Senator and Representative, the first election shall have 
the preference. 

82. The periodical election of Senators, shall be 
made in all the States on the same day, which shall be 
on. the first day of September, previous to the renewal 
of half the Senators. 

33. The election of Senators concluded, the Legis- 
lature shall renut a legal return through their President, 
to the President of the Council of Government, and 
notify the elected of their appointment, by means of an 
official letter, which shall serve them as credentials. 
The President of the Council of Government, shall 
give the directions to these returns, indicated in the 
e^ghte^nth article. 

Section" 4th. Of the individual functions of both 
Souses, apd prerogatives of the Members. 

34., Each House in its preparatory, meeting, and in 
every thmg appertaining to its government, shall follow 
the rule .formed Igr the present Congress ; provided. 
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ikat ameadovents may be made to them in futore, 
should both houses consider it necessary* 

85. Each House shall judge of the elections of its 
respective members, and resolve all doubts which may 
occur in them* 

36. The Houses cannot open their sessions without 
the presence of more than half of the total number of 
their members ; but those present of one and the other 
must unite on the day appointed for the regulation of 
the internal government of each, and, respectively, 
compel the attendance of the absentees, under the 
penalties prescribed by the law. 

37. The Houses will commumcate with one another, 
and with the Supreme Executive Power, by means of 
their respective Secretaries, or by means of deputations. 

38. Either of the two Houses may sit as Grand 
Jurors, on accusations : First— Against the President 
of the Federation, for the crime of treason against the 
National Independence, or the established form of 
Government, or for subornation or bribery, during the 
iime of his services. Second, — ^AIso against the Presi* 
dent, for acts mamfestly intended to impede the election 
of President, Senators, or Bepresentatives ; or to prevent 
them from entering on the exercise of their duties in 
the manner prescribed. in this Constitution, or to deprive 
Uie chambers of ihe use of any of the powets consti- 
tattonally vested in them. Third,— -Against the members 
of the Supreme Court, and the Secretaries of the 
departments, for any crime committed during thetima 
of their service* Fourth, — ^Agaiast the Goyemoi^of 
Aft States, fi>r infractions cm tlie Federal Constitatioiii 
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laws of the Union, or orders of tihe President of the 
Federation, which may not be manifestly contrary to 
the Constitution and general laws of the Union, ana, 
likewise, by the publication of laws and decrees of the 
Legislatures of their r^pective States, contrary to the 
same Constitution and laws. 

89. The House of Representatives will exclumvely 
form a Grand Jury, when the President or his ministem 
may be accused of acts, in which the Senate or the 
Council of Government have concurred, by reason of 
its attributions. The House w31, in the same matiaer, 
serve as Grand Juror in cases of accusation against 
the Vice Ptesidfent, for any ofience committed daring 
the term of his service. 

. 40. The House before which has been made tht 
accusation of the indindual, spoken- of in» the two 
preceding articles, will form itself m* a Grand Jury, 
and if it is declared by the votes of two-thirds of the 
members present that there is cause of accusation, the 
functions of the accused shall be suspended, and he 
shall be placed at the disposition of the competent 
tribunal. 

41. Any Beju'eseniativo' or Senator can>nidc« any 
proposition in writing, or prtsent^ projects of a* law or 
decree, in his respective chamber. 

42. The Representatives and Senators diall be 
i&violable for the o^ons manifested in tiie discharge 
of their duties, and never can be called to account for 
them. 

4S.. In all criminal, prosecutions instituted against 
^mailorB or Representatives^ from the time o£ Am 
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deeticai, fvitil tiro mopiliM diU^ die expiratiBn of tfitfr 
term of 8ervioe» the fonaer shall bo aeonsed before ike 
diamber of the latter, and the latter befiNre that cxf 
the former; each chamber compoeing a Grand Jtafj 
zeq)eetiyel7 for Has oljeet 

44. If the chamber sitting as a Qxtaxd Jorj, in tiie 
cases referred to in the last Artiote, defdare, by a vote ci 
two-thirds of the members presepti that there is eaose 
for accasation, the accused shall be suspended, and 
placed at the disposition of the competent tribunal. 

45. The emolmnents of the Representatives and 
Senators shall be determined by law, ^and paid froa 
the general treasury of the FederAtioxii. 

46. Each House, and also the meetings spokenof in 
tt^e 36th article, shall have power to deU^er suchjard^m 
as they may deem necessary to carry tbeir resolutions 
into effect, issued by virtue of the functio^ks granted 
toe^ch by the 35th, 36th, 39th, 40ai, 44th, and 45th 
ari;icle^ qf the Constitution, and the President of the 
XJnij^d .States shall cause them to be executed without 
making any observations upon them. 

SEQXlflt?! 5^. Of ths faculties of the Qmerql Pmr- 
£re»s. 

^7. .Eyery resolution of the .6enei:al Congrefw shall 
Jbave the cb^urapt^r.of a law or dpcree. 

48. Xhe resolutions, of th^ Qeneraji Congress to be 
entitled to the foi:!ee of Jaw or deQr^e, must be signed 
bj.the PresidQut, e;^ept in .cases ojtherwkie provided in 
this jDonstitution. 

.49. The laws and decrees which emanate^ from, the 
General Congress, shall have for object — ^first, to sustw 
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"^ fD^lBerre tte^S^ral^ Union' of ' libd St^t^s^ ^a &e 
•)»«acer aoi' t)td)Iic irderof ttointerioi^of Ih^ f^dofatioii ; 
third, maintain the independa&oe; Of tbo'Sifttes ^kmoiig 
'iheoiselyos, b all i^at relates ix> their interior goten^ 
^iicait, in ooilfiMiuijr to Ihe oondtitiitibiial act and ttds 
^iffltikttkm; fotirthy sostain the propdrtipnal equaliiy 
iof-obii^ijti^^ tod rights, ^chihe ^tafies are entitled 
to belbre tlii^ few. 

50. ^Tfae ezcIiisiTe'&oultied of the General Congress 
tare the foUowing—'first, promote illustration, assoring 
for a linuted time Exclusive ri^ts to authors for their 
respeotire Works; establishing colleges for tnarino 
«Dd artillery engineers; erecting one or more estab* 
fidiments in which are to be tau^t natural, political, 
and moral sciences, noble arts and the languages, 
without prejudiee to the power which the legislatures 
have to regulate public education in their respective 
States. Second, promote the general prosperitj by open- 
ing and improving roads and canals, without impeding 
die States in the improvement of theirs ; establishing 
mails and post^o£Sces, and securing for a lunited time 
exclusive right to the inventors, perfeotioners, or intro* 
ducers of any branch of industry, for tiieir respective 
inventions, perfections, or new introductions. Third, 
j^rotect and regulate the political liberty of the press, 
in order that its exercises may never be suspended, and 
much less abolished in any of the States and Territories 
df the Federation. Fourth, adnut new States to the 
Federal Union or Territories incorporating them in the 
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Nation. Fifth, legulate definidvelj, the liimts of the 
States, when the j caimot agree anumg themselves about 
the demarkation of their respectiYe diatriots. Sixtib, 
form States oat of Territmes or unite them to those 
rilreadj existing. Seventh, unite two or more States 
hy a' petition of their legislatures to form one only, or 
brm a new one from the limits of those that already 
'xist, with the approbation of three-fourths of the mem- 
iers present of both houses, and a ratification of an 
squal number of the legislatures of the other States of 
he Union. Eighth, fix .the ,general expenses, establish 
he necessary contributions to cover them, regulate their 
oUection, determine the inversion, and take annually 
accounts thereof fhmi the government. Ninth, contract 
lebts upon the credit of the Federation, and designate 
;uarantees to cover them. Tenth, acknowledge the 
^a&inal Debt and designate means f<Hr its.consdidation 
jid payment. ^JBleventh,. regulate the.commerce with 
breign nations, and among the different .States and 
jibes of Indians. Twelfth, ^ve instructions to cele- 
irate covenants with the Apostolic Chains, ; approve 
chem for their ratification, and regulate the exercise of 
the patronage in all parts of the Nation. Thirteenth^ 
24>prove treaties of peace, alliaace, friendship, federation, 
ftrmed neutrality, and whatsoever others which the Pre- 
fldent of the United States may celebrate with foreign 
powers. .Fourteenth, to establish all kinds of ports, 
custom-houses, and designate their location. Fifteenth, 
determine and regulate the weight, standard .value, type 
and denomination of money in all the States of the Fed- 
eraticm, and adopt a general system of wei^ts and 
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tteamifeft^ durteenth, declare mx^ sorter ezandmng the 
data preseribed by the President of the United States. 
Beventeenlh, form regulations relative to granting letters 
ni marque and repiisal, and to declare good or bad cap- 
tures by sea and land« Eighteenth, designate the armed 
force of sea and land^ fix the respective quota of men 
to each State, and give orders and regulations for their 
organization and service. Nineteenth, form regulations 
to organize, arm, and discipline the local militia of the 
State, reserving to each one Ac appointment of their 
respective officers, and the faculty of training them 
conformably to the discipline prescribed by ssdd regula- 
tions. Twentieth, to grant or deny the entrance of 
foreign iaroops in tibe territory of the Federati<m. 
Twenty-first, permit or not the station of squadrons of 
«ny otiier power for more than one month in the Mexi- 
can ports. Twenty-second, permit or not the departure 
of National troops without the limits of the Federation. 
Twenty-third, create or suppress public offices of the 
Federation, designate, augment, or diminish their emol- 
uments and penaons. Twenty-fourth, grant premiums 
and recompense to corporations or persons, who have 
rendered important services to the Republic, and decree 
{mblic hon<»rs to the posthumous memory of great men. 
Twenty-fifth, grant amnesty or pardon for crimes, the 
cognizance of which appertains to the tribunals gI the 
Federation in the cases, and with the previous require- 
ments prescribed by law. Twenty-oxth, to establish a 
general law of naturalization. Twenty-seventh, to givd 
Tmifi)rm laws in every State on the subject of hsukr 
ruptcies. Twenty-eighth, to select a place to serve aa 
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a reridence for the supreme powers of the Federation, 
and exercise within its limits the attributions of the legis- 
lative powers of the State. Twenty-ninth, to change 
such residence when thej^ may deem it necessary. 
Thirtieth, give laws and decrees for the regulations of 
the interior administration of the Territories. Thirty- 
first, to dictate all the kws and decrees that may be 
conducive to fulfill the object spoken of in the 49th 
article, without interfering with the interior adminis- 
tration of the State. 
Section 6th. Formation of the Laws. 

51. The formation of laws and decrees can proceed 
indiscriminately from either of the two Houses, with the 
exception of those which arise from contributions or 
imposts, which cannot have origin except in the House 
of Representatives. 

52. There shall be considered as incipients of law or 
decree, — ^first, the propositions which the President of 
the United Mexican States may deem conducive to the 
general good of society, and as such particularly recom- 
mend them to the House of Representatives ; second, 
the propositions or plans of laws and decrees which the 
le^slature may direct to either House. 

53. All projects of a law or decree, without any 
exception, shall be successively discussed in both Houses, 
observing in each with exactitude, the rules relative to 
the form of debates, interval and mode of proceeding in 
discussing and voting. 

54. The projects of a law or decree, rejected in the 
House where it originated, before bemg sent to the other 
House, shall not be renewed in tihe same House by its 
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members in the sesdons of that year, but must remain 
until the foUowmg year. 

65. If the project of a law or decree, after having 
been debated, should be approved by the absolute 
majority of the members presentrofi)oth Houses, shall be 
passed to the President of the United States, who also 
if he approves it, shall sign and publish it, and if not, 
return it, with his observations, within the term of ten 
days (Sundays and solemn festivals excepted), to the 
House of its origin. , 

66. The project of a law or decree returned by the 
President, in conformity with the preceding article, shall 
be a second time discussed in the two Houses. K in 
both of these it should be approved by two-thirds of the 
members present, it shall again be returned to the Presi- 
dent, who, without excuse, must sign and publish it ; but 
if it was not approved by the vote of two-thirds of both 
Houses, it cannot be renewed in either of them \mtil the 
next year. • 

67. If the President does not return -any project of 
law or decree within the time prescribed in the 66th 
article, it shall from that circumstance be considered as 
sanctioned, and as such shall be promulgated, unless in 
the mean time the session of Congress should be closed 
or suspended, in which case the return must be made on 
the first day in which Congress shall be re-assembled. 

68. The project of a law or decree, totally rejected 
for the first time by the Bouse to which it has been 
sent, shaU be returned with .their observations to the 
one in which it originated, if after a re-e:tamination the 
said House shall agam approve of it by a vote of two- 
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tMrds of the members present, it shall be sent a second 
time Ho ^le house Uiat rejected it, who cannot a second 
time reject it without a concurrence of twor^thirds of the 
members "present. 

59. The project of a law or decree approved of after 
a second reraion by two-thirds of the members of the^ 
House where it ori^ated, and not rejected by two- 
ihirds of the members of the other House, shall be sent 
to the Preddent, who shall sign and publish it, or return 
it within ten days (Sundays, j^c, excepted), to the 
House where it originated, with his observations. 

60. The project of a law or decree, which, according 
to the fbregoing article, the President returned to the 
House of its ori^n, shall again be taken into consid- 
eration, and if this approves it by a vote of two-thirds 
of the members present, and the revising body does not 
reject by an equal number of its members, it shall be 
returned to the President, who must publish it. But if 
it was not approved by the vote of two-thirds of the 
House of its ori^n, or was rejected by an equal number 
of the revising body, it cannot be renewed until the 
ordinary subsequent sessions. 

61. In the event of the rejection a second time, of 
the revising body, in conformity with the 58th Article, 
the project shall be considered rejected and cannot be 
reconsidered until the following year. 

62 In the amendments which the revising body 
make to any project or decree, there shall be observed 
the same formalities required before the project of a 
law can be sent to the President. 

63, The parts of a project of a law or decree, 
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rejected fgr the first time by the cevawAg body, diall 
take tixe satire coi^rse ]^ ^qbi^ tp^Uj MJeotei by it fpr 
the first time. 

64. In the interpretatiooi, modification, or reyoeation 
of tfte laws or decrees, the same reqiuuto? iMl be 
observed irhich are prescribed for their formation. 

65. An reflations of the Genei^ Congri^ss ccmimu- 
mcated to the President of the fiepublic, muat be 
signed bj the Presidents of both Houses, iM^d by a 
Secretary of each oQe of them. 

66. F(Mr the formation of evexy law or decree it is 
necessary that an absolute majority of all the members 
of each House should bp prespQ^ '^ ti^ xiespe^tive 
Houses. 

Section Tth. Qf t^e Ume^ dunfltipn^ g,n4 piaee qf 
the tesnons of the General Conffresi,. 

67. The General Congress sbaU meet every year, 
on the first day of January^ at the place designated by 
law ; its internal rules shall prescribe tiie previous forms 
necessary at the opening of its sessions and the fcHraoaH 
ties which are to be observed a^t its installation. 

68. The President of the Federation shall assist at 
the installation, and pronounce a discourse analogous to 
this important act; and the persons who preside in 
Congress shall answer it in, general terms* 

69. The ordinary sessions <of Congress aball be diuly 
without any other interruption than that of the days 
of solemn festival ; and, in order to adjourn for more 
than three days, the consent of both Houses shall be 
necessary. 

7.0. Both Houses shall reside in the same {dace, and 
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cannot remove to another without first agreeing on the 
removal, the time and manner of effecting it, deaignating* 
the same point for the reunion of one and the other. 
But, if they agree on a removal, and differ as to the- 
time, mode, and place, the President of the States 
shall determine the difference, electing one of those in 
question. 

71. The Congress shall close its sessions annually on* 
the 15tii day of April, with the samie formalities as are 
prescribed for its opening, proroguing the session thirty 
days (Sundays and solemn festivals excepted), when 
they may deem it necessary, or when the President 
of the Federation requires. 

72. When the Greneral Congress is assembled for 
extraordinary sessions it shall be formed of the same 
Representatives and Senators as the ordinary sessions 
of thai year, and shall occupy itself exclusively on the 
object or objects for which it was convened ; but, if 
these should not be completed on the day in which the 
ordinary sessions are to commence, the extraordinary 
session shall cease and the subject pencUng shall be 
determined by Congress in said ordinary sessionsv 

73. The resolutions that the Congress take relative 
to the removal, suspension, or prorogation of their ses- 
sion*, agreeably to the three preceding articles shall be 
communicated to the President, who shall cause them 
to be executed without making any observations upon 
them. 

Title ^tet. Section 1st. Of ike Supreme JExecu- 
five Power of the Nation. 
14. The Supreme Executive power of the Eederaiibn^ 
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shall be deposited in one individual, who shall be styled 
President of the United Mexican States* 

75 There shall likewise be a Vice President, on 
whom will devolve the faculties and prerogatives of tho^ 
President, in case of his physical or moral inability to 
serve. 

76. To be President or Vice President, it is required 
to be a Mexican citizen by birth, thirty-five years of 
age at the time of the election, and to be a resident in 
the country. 

77. The President cannot be re-elected for this 
ofiSce, until after four years are passed, from the time 
of his retirement. 

78. He that is elected President or Vice President 
of the Republic, shall accept these offices in preference 
to any others. 

79. The first day of September, anterior to the 
year in which the new President must enter on the 
exercise of his duties, the Legislature of each State, 
shall elect, by an absolute majority of votes, two indi- 
viduals, one of which, at least, must not be a native of 
the State that elects. 

80. The voting concluded, the Legislature shall 
remit to the President of the Council of Government, 
a legal return of the election, in order that he may 
give it the course designated by the rules of the Council. 

81. The sixth of January afterwards, the said returns 
shall be read in presence of both Houses united, 
provided, those of three-fourths of the Legislatures of 
the States, have been received. 

82. Tha riding of said returns C(mcluded, tbd 
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Senators shaD retire, and a committee appointed by the 
House of Hepresentatives, and composed of one for 
each State of those that have Representatiyes present^ 
shall revise them, and render an account of the result. 

83. The House shall then proceed to class the 
elections, and enumerate the votes. 

84. He who has an absolute majority of the votes 
of all ihe Le^latures, shall be President. 

85. K two should have said majority, be shall be 
Prerident who has the most votes, and the other the 
Vice President. In case of a tie with said majority, 
Ihe House of Representatives shall elect one of the two, 
for President, and the other shall be Vice President, 

86. If no one should have the absolute majority of 
the votes of the Legislature, the House of Representa- 
tives shall elect the President and Vice President, 
choosing in each election, one of the two which had the 
greatest number of suffrages. 

87. When more than two individuals have a respective 
majority and equal nimiber of votes, the House shall 
choose from them the President or Vice President, as 
the case may be. 

88. If one has received the respective majority, 
and two or more have an equal number of suffrages, but 
greater than the others, the House shall elect from those 
who have the greatest number of votes. 

89. If all have an equal number of votes, the House 
shall elect from among them all the President and Vice 
President, doing the same when one has a number of 
Sttffirages, and the others an equal number. 

90. If there should be a tie upon the voting of the 
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classing of the elections made by the Legislatures the 
votes shall be repeated once, and if it should result in a 
tie, shall be decided by lot. 

91. In the competitions between three or more that 
Have an equal number of votes, the voting shall be 
directed to the deduction of the competitors to two or 
one, in order that in the election he may contend with 
the other, that may have obtained a relative majority 
over all the others. 

92. For a general rule in voting relative to the eleor 
tion of President and Vice President, they shall not 
refer to lots before having made a second vote. 

93. The voting on classifications of elections made by 
the Legislatures, and on those made by the House of 
Bepresentatives for President and Vice President, shall 
be made by States, the representation of each one hav- 
ing a single vote, and in order that there may be a 
deciion in the House, it must contdn an absolute- 
majority of the votes. 

94. In order to deliberate- on the objects contained' 
in the foregoing article, there nmstbe united in the Housa 
more than half of the total number of its members, and be' 
present Representatives from three-fourths of the States. 

SlsCTiON 2d.- Durafiotk of the offices of President' 
and Vice President^ manner of filling the vacancies of 
both^ and their oaths: 

95. The President and* Vice President of the Fede- 
ration, shall enter on the discharge of their duties on. 
the first of April, and shall be replaced precisely on. 
the same day every four yeara by a new constitutional! 
eileictioa. 



SBTTERS FROM TBXAS. 9S 

96. If for any motive the elections for President and 
"^ce President are not made and published by the first 
of April, when thej ought to take their seats, or those 
elected should not immediately enter on the discharjge 
of their duties, nevertheless the former ones shall go out 
of office the same day, and the supreme executive power 
shall be deposited provisionally in a President that sh^ 
be elected in the House of Representatives voting by 
States. 

97. In case the President should be indisposed, then 
the provl^ons in the preceding article, shall have effect, 
and if botii should be at the same time, and Congress iK)t 
being In sesdon, the Supreme Executive Power shall be 
depofflted in tiie liands of the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme €ourt, and two indinduals that shall he elected 
by an absolute plurality of votes by the Council of Gov- 
emment ; tiiese are not to be members of the General 
Congress, and are to have the qualities requisite to be a 
PreAdent of the Federation. 

-98. Until the elections are made to which the pre- 
ceding articles allude, the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court shall be charged with the Supreme Executive 
Power. 

•99. In case of the perpetual inability of the Presi- 
dent and Vice President to serve. Congress^ or in its 
lecess the Council of Government, will respectively 
pro^e according to articles 96 and 97, and so depose 
tiiat the Le^latures proceed to the election of Presiden.t 
andTice President, according to flie form prescribed 
by -the Constitution. 

100. The election of President and Vice President^ 
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made bj the LegisIatareS| in consequence of Uie per^ 
petual inability of those to serve who had been elected 
for Uiese offices, shall not impede the ordinarj elections 
tiie first of September every four years. 

101. The President and Vice President newly 
elected, must be on the first day of April, in the place 
where tihe supreme powers of the Federation reside, and 
before both Houses assembled, swear to observe the 
duties imposed on them under the foUowing form : 

"I.N. — ^Elected President (or Vice President) of 
the United Mencan States, swear before God ^u:^ the 
Holy Evangelists, that I will exercise faithfully the 
charge which the same United Sta^s hav^ confided in 
me, and that I will keep, and cause to be exactly 
kept, the Constitution and the general laws of the 
Federation." 

102. If neither the President or Vice Preside^t 
present themselves to swear, as the preceding article 
pro^des, and the session of Congress being open, they 
shall swear before the Council of Grovernment as soon ^ 
each one presents himself. 

103. If the Vice President takes the oath prescribed 
in article 101, before the President, he shall enter 
immediately on the discharge of the duties of President, 
until he shall have sworn, ? . 

104. The President and Vice President constitu- 
tionally appointed according to article 99, and those 
individuals provisionally appointed to exercise the (Aarge 
of President, according to articles 96 and 97,, shall be 
sworn as prescribed in article 101, before bo^i Hoiises, 
if assembled, if not, before the Council of Goveromont, 
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Section 8d. Of ihe prerogativea of the Prerident 
and Vice President. 

105. !Ehe President has the power to lay before 
Congress sueh proportions or amendments of laws as he 
may deem conduoive to the general good, directing them 
to the House of Eepresentatives. 

106. The President has the power once in ten days 
(Sundays and ^solemn fesiivak excepted) , to make 
observations upon the laws aud decrees passed to him 
by Congcess, suspending their publication until the reso- 
lution ofCongress^ except in the cases mentioned in this 
Consdtufion. 

107. The President, during ihe time of his adnunis- 
tration, cannot be accused, except before either of the 
Houses, and only in crimes alluded to in article 3.8, 
committed in the time therein expressed. 

108. Within one year from the day on which the 
President ceases liis functions, he cannot be accused, 
except before one of the Houses, for crimes alluded to in 
article 38, or any others committed during the term of 
his administration ; after this, he cannot be accused for 
tiiose crimes. 

109. The Vice President, during the four years of 
Lis administration, cannot be accused, except before the 
House of Representatives, for whatever crime he com- 
mits during the time of his administration. 

Section 4th. Attributions of the President and the 
restrictions of the faculties. 

110. The attributions of the President are the 
following:— Rrst, to publish, circulate, and cause to 
he kept tiie laws and decrees of the General Congress. 
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Second, to give rules ^nd decrees, and orders for the 
better observance of the Constitution, constitutional act^ 
and general laws. Third, to put into execution the 
laws and decrees directed to preserve the integrity of 
the Federation, and to sustain its independence in 
its exterior together with its union and liberty in its 
interior. Fourth, to name and remove freely Secre- 
taries of the departments." Fifth, to direct the collec- 
tion, and decree tlie inversion, of general contributions 
agreeably to the laws. Sixth, to name the o$cers of 
the treasury department and those of the commissary 
generals, diplomatic ministers and consuls, colonels and 
other superior officers of the permanent army, "active 
militia and navy, with the approbation of the Senate; 
and, should it not be in session, with the Council of the 
Government. Seventh, to name all other oflBcers of 
the permanent army, navy, and active militia, and 
officers of the Federation, conformably to the laws. 
Eighth, to appoint, after previous recommendation from 
the Supreme Court, judges . and attorney generals of 
the Circuit and . District. Ninth, to grant discharges, 
grant licences, and regulate military pensions according 
to law. Tenth, to dispose of the permanent armed force 
by sea and land, and the active militia for the security 
of the interior, and defence of the exterior of the Fed- 
eration. Eleventh, to dispose of the local militia for 
the same purposes; but to take them out of their 
respective States or Territories, it will require the pre- 
vious consent of Congress, who* will also designate the 
force necessary. Should Congress not be assembled, 
the consent of the Council of Government will be 
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veeessary, aoEl who ifeill also deeignate the BumbeK 
Twelfth, to declare war in the name of the United ^ 
Mexican States, after a previous decree of C(Migre8S 
to that effect, and to grant commissions to prtvateers in 
conformity with the laws. Thirteenth, to celebrate 
<x)v^antd with the Apostolic Chair, ^is designated in 
Kjlause 12Si of article 60. Fourteenth, to direct diplo- 
matic negotiations, and -to celebrate treaties of peace, . 
amity, truce, federation, armed neutrality, commerce, 
alliance, and sdl others : but to give or deny the ratifica^ 
tion of any of them, requires the approbation of the 
General Congress. Fifteenth, to* receive ministers and 
other envoys from foreign nations. Sixteenth, to request 
Congress to prorogue their sessions for feirty days, 
(Sundays, &c. excepted.) Seventeenth, ^to assemble 
Congress for extraordinary sessions, as he may deem 
s ihe case necessary, by the e<msent of two*thirds of the 
Council of Government present. Eighteenth, also to 
4i98emble an extraordinary ses^on of Congress, when- 
-ever by the Council of Government it shall be deemed 
necessary, and the Totes of two-thirds of the memhera 
present is given to that effect. ITineteenth, to see tiiat 
justice is promptly and impartially administered by 
the Supreme Courta, Tribunals, and inferior courts of 
the Federation, and that their sentences be executed 
according to law* Twentieth, :to suspend from their 
employments, for the space of three months, and deprive 
oae-half of their pay for the same time, all oflicers of 
<he Federation, violaters of its orders and decrees; and 
should there be cause for a prosecution against suck 
"oSfiers, he shall place tiie subject before its proper 
3 
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tribunal. Twenty-first, to grant thfe passage or retain 
the decrees of the Ecclesiastical Councils, Pontffical 
Bulls, Briefs, and Rescripts, with the consent of tlM 
General Congress, if they contain general dispo^tioD8> 
to be laid before the Senate, or in its recess, before 
the Council of Government, if containing governmental 
business, and before the Supreme Court of Justice if it 
II a subject of litigation. 

111, The President, in publishing laws and decrees, 
shall use the following form: — The President of the 
United Mexican States to the inhabitants of the Republic, 
JSnow that the General Congress have decreed the 
following: •(here the subject,) Therefore, I command 
that it be printed, published, and circulated, and that 
due compliance be given it.'* 

112. The restrictions of the faculties of the Presi 
dent are the following:— First, the President camiot 
take command of the force by tsea or land in person, 
witiiout the previous consent of the General Congress; 
or, should it not be in session, without the Council of 
Government, by a vote of two-thirds of the members 
present. When he takes the command with these reqoi 
sites, the Vice President shall administer the Govern 
ment. Second, the President has not the right to 
deprive any one of his liberty, nor inflict punishment 
on any individual ; but, when the liafety of the Federa- 
tion requires it, he can arrest any person, provided he 
places the person arrested, within forty-eight hours at 
the disposition of the competent judge or iaribunal. 
Third, tiie President cannot occupy the property of any 
'individual or corporation ; it will lequire the approbatioa 
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of Ibe Smafe, Gty in its recess, tite approbation of tii« 
Council of Govemment, indemnifying tiie party interest* 
ed, by the decisaon of men chosen by the party and ihe 
Ooyemment. Fourth, the President cannot impede the 
elections and other acts expressed in the last clause of 
the 88th Article. Fifth, the President or Vice Presi- 
dent cannot leave the Territory of the RepubHo witiiout 
tiie consent of Congress, during tiie discharge of their 
duties, and for one year after they retire from oflSce. 

Section 5th. Of the Couneil of Q-ovemtnent. 

113. During the recess of Congress there shall be 
a Council of Government, composed of one half of the 
members of the Senate, one for each State. 

114.' For the first two years the Council of Govern- 
ment shall be composed of the first members elected by 
their respective Legislatures, and the succeeding year, 
by the oldest members. 

115. This Council shall have for President the 
Vice President of the United States, and also have the 
power to elect a President pro tem. to fill the vacancy 
occasioned by the absence of the other. 

116. The attributions of this Council are the fol- 
lowmg : First, — to see that the Constitution is strictly 
observed, and the constitutional act, and general laws ; 
and to give their advice in any incident relative to these 
objects. Second, — ^to lay before the President any 
observations, conducive for the better compliance of the 
Constitution and laws of the Union. Third, — ^to deter* 
nune of themselves, or by the advice of the President, 
the calling of extraordinary sessions of Congress ; but ia 
either caso, it shall rec^uire the vote of two^thirds of tha« 

»^^f04A 
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eoansellors preseitt, as stated in attributioiis aeTettttellk 
and ei^teen> of article 110. Foorih,— 4o grant their 
oonBent to the calling out of the local miliUa, in the 
manner stated in article 110, attribution eleven. Fifth, — 
to approve the appointment of officers, defflgnated in 
attribution six, of article 110. Sixtii, — ^to give thdr 
consent in the case referred to in article 112, restriction 
first. Seventh, — to name two individuals, who shall, 
in conjunction with the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court, provisionally exercise the Supreme Executive 
Power, as prescribed m the 97tli article. Eighth, — ^to 
administer the oath stated in article 101, to those 
individuals of the Supreme Executive Power, in the 
terms provided in this Constitution. Ninth,-— to give 
their opinion on subjects referred to them, bj the 
President, by virtue of the twenty-first faculty of article 
110, and all business wherem he may consult them. 

Section 6th. Qf the dispatch of Q-avemmenl 
business, 

117. For a dispatch of Government business of the 
Republic, there shall be the number of Secretaries of 
State, which Congress, by a law, may establish. 

118. All the regulations, decrees, and orders of 
the President, must be signed by the Secretary of State, 
of the department to which the subject belongs, and 
without this pre-requisite they will not be obeyed. 

119. The Secretmes of State shall be responsible 
for the acts of the President, unauthorized by their 
signatures, contrary to the Constitution, constitutional 
act, and general laws and constitutions of the States. 

120. The Secretaries of State shall ^ve to each 
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aceoimt of ihe-^tate of ihdr respectiye departments. 

121. To be a Secretory of State, it is necessary to 
be a Mexican citizen by birth. 

122. The Secretaries of State shall form a regulation 
for the better distribution and direction of their duties, 
whidi shdU be passed by tiie 6o¥emment to the Congress 
for their approbati(m. | i 

Title 5th. Section 1st. ^ the Judicial Power 
of the Confederation. 

128. The Judicial Power of the Federation, shall 
reside in one Supreme Court of Justice, and in the 
C^uit and District Courts. 

Sbctioit 2nd. Cf the Supreme Court of JuBtice^ 
the election^ term of service^ and oath of its Members, 

124. The Supreme Court of Justice shall be com- 
posed of eleyen members, divided iuto three halls, and 
one Attorney General. Congress may augment or 
diminish its number, as they deem it necessary. 

125. To be elected a Judge of the Supreme Court 
of Justice, it is necessary to have been instructed in 
the science of public rights, according to the judgments 
of the Legislatures of tiie States ; to be thhrty-five years 
of ago ; to be a native bom citizen of the Republic, or 
bom in any part of America, which, in 1810, was 
dependent on Spain, and has separated from her, 
provided, they have been fivo years resident within th« 
territory of the Republic. 

126. The Judges of the Supreme Court of Justice, 
riiall hold their offices during good behaviour, imd can 
^y be removed in the mode prescribed by ih^ law8« 
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127. ThB elaetioB of the Judges of tb« Siiprnir 
Court of Jtistice, shall be made ^ tte s&iae day l^ 
tiie Legblatoz^s of tiie States, by an abeolate majority 
of votefr. 

128. The eleGtioQS eoncluded, eaeh Le^latore shall 
re^t to the Council of Government a certified list of 
the twelve persona elected, designating which one of 
them was elected the Attorney |General. 

129. The President of the Council, as soon as he 
shall have received the list& from at least three-fourths 
of the Legislatures of the States, shall give them the 
directions indicated by the rules of the Council. 

180. On the day designated, the Congress shall 
open* and read the said lists in presence of both Houses 
united, after which the Senate shall retire. 

131. In continuation, the House of Representatives 
ghall appoint by an absolute majority of votes a com- 
mittee, which shall be composed of one member from 
each State from which there was any member present, 
to wluch committee the said lists shall be passed, who 
will revise and examine them, and render an account of 
the result ; and the House shall then proceed to class 
tiie election and count the votes. 

132. The individual or individuals who may have 
received more than half the whole number of the Legis* 
Matures, without regard to the number of votes given by 
their respective members, shall be considered elected ; 
and the declaration of the House to that effect shall 
immediately. entitle them to their seats. 

133. Should those who may have received ihe necei^ 
sary majority of votes agreeably to thje last article not 
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fiom tlioae wb#Iuid the Ughest number of votes hefoi^ 
the Le^sd«^:ure», observiQg in every tiung relative te 
these elections tJbe provi^BS of the first section of the 
fourth tide, which treata o( the election of Preadeirt aa4 
Vice President. 

134» Should a Senator or Representative be elected 
Ik Judge of tiie Supreme Court of Justice, his election 
to that office shall be preferred over the other. 

135. When a vacancy occurs in a Supreme Court of 
Justice by perpetual inability, it shall be filled agreea- 
bly to this section, after a previous notification given 
by the Governor to the Le^slature of the State, of said 
vacancy. 

136. The members of the Supreme Court of Justice 
on entering upon the exercise of the offi/ce, shall take an 
oath, in the presence of the President of the Republio 
m the following form : " You swear to God our Lord^ 
fidthfully to discharge the duties and obligations confided 
to you by the nation — ^if you do this, God will reward 
you, if otherwise, he will punish you." 

Section 3d. " Qf the aUri&utiona of the Supreme 
Court of ^oBtieey 

137. The attributions of the Supreme Court are the 
following: — ^First, to take cognizance of the* difierence 
which may arise between one and another State of the 
Federation, whenever it embraces a EHibjeot of litigation 
in which there must be a formal sentence, and those that 
arise between one State and one or more inhabitants 
of anotii(^r, or between individuals about pretei^ions te 
lands under <x>nceasien firoin StiUies without deprivi^ 
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the authority which grimted it. 8ecoiA, to terminate 
all disputes which may arise, or contracts or negotia- 
ti<ms made by the Supreme Government or its agents. 
Third, consult relative to publishing or retaining of Pon- 
tifical Bulls, Briefs, and Rescripts issued in matters 
Btigant. Fourth, adjust any dispute that may exist 
among the tribunals of the Federation, and between 
these and those of the States, and* those which may sunse 
between the tribunals of one State and those of another. 
Kfdi, to take eonnoissance — ^first, of the prosecutions 
moved against the Presidenirand Vice President accord- 
ing to articles 38 anA 39, p,fter the previous declaration 
in article 40 ; second, of the criminal prosecutions of 
the Representatives and Senators, indicated in article 
48, after the previous declaration- required in article 
44 ; third, of these against Governors of the States in 
tiie cases spoken of in article 38, in its third part, after 
fte previous declaration required in- article 40 ; fourth, 
of those Secretaries of State in conformity with articles 
38 and 40 ; fifth, of the civil and criminal affairs of the 
Diplomatic Ministers and Consuls of the Republic ; 
sixth, of the Admiralty cases, captures by seajiland, and 
contraband, of crimes committed on the high sea, of the 
offences against the United Mexican States, |0f those 
employed in the Treasury and Judiciary of the Federa- 
tion and of the infractions of the Constitution and general 
kws, as may be provided for by law. 

138. A law shall regulate the mode and grade by 
utiich die Supreme Court of Justice shall take cogiUK 
aaaee of the cases oon4)rehended in this section. 
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SsonoH 4tH« Of ih$ modeqf judging tJU mmbtn 
^the Supreme Court. 

139. la order to judge the members of the Saprem* 
Court, the House of Representatiyes shall elect, yoting 
hj States iu the first month of the ordinary sessions ot 
each biennial, twenty-four individuals not appertaining 
to the General Congress, and who shall possess ihA 
qualifications required for Judges of the Supreme Court, 
bom these there shsil be elected by lot, an Attorney 
General, and an equal number of Judges equal to that 
which composes the first Hall of the Court, and whenever 
it may be necessary, the same House shall proceed, and 
m its recess the Council of Government, to draw in th0 
same manner Judges of the other Halls. 

Section. 5th. Qf the Circuit Courts. 

140. The Circmt Court shall be composed of a Judge 
of the law and a Prosecuting Attorney, both appointed 
by the Supreme Executive Power, proposed by the 
Supreme Court, and two Associate Judges, as the law 
may prescribe. 

141. In order to be a Circuit Judge it is necessary 
to be a citizen of the Federation, and thirty years of age. 

142. 1^0 the tribunals, corresponds the cognizance of 
admiralty cases, captures by sea and land, C(mtraband 
dimes comnutted on the high seas, offences agsunst the 
Umted Mexican States^ c^aea jof consula, and civil cases 
whose value exceeds five hundred dollars, and in whicb 
the Federation are interested. By a law dudl be 
dedgnated the number of these Tribunals, their respee- 
five juDsdictioni, their mode, form, and the maimer is 
which they must ezercifle their powers in these mA 
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^Ihef matters trtdcb come imder die cognLtanoe of UM 

Supreme Court of Justice. 

* SlCW4)N 6th. Of the IHetriee Courts. 

143. The United Mexican States shall be dirided 
kito a certain number of districtif, suad in each (me of 
which there shall be a tribunal^ |»:esided by a Judge of 
the law, which shall take cogmzance without appeal of 
all civil eases in which the Federation is interested, 
Ihe amount of which does not exceed five hundred dol- 
lars, and shall have original jurisdiction in all cases in 
which the Circuit Courts have appellate jurisdiction. 

144. In order to be a District Judge, it is necessary 
to be a citizen of the United Mexican States and twenty- 
five years of age. The Judges shall be appointed by 
the President, proposed by the Supreme Court. 

Section 7th. General Rules to tohieh all the States 
and Territories in the Federation shall conform in the 
administration of justices 

145. In each one of the States of the Federation, full 
faith and credit shall be given to the acts, registers, and 
proceedings of the Judges, and other authorities of the 
other States. The General Congress shall regulate the 
laws by which said acts, registers, and proceedings 
^all be authenticated. 

146. The sentence of infamy lAall in no case extend 
beyond the criminal, tiiat may have merited it according 
1i» law. 

147. There is forever prohibited the penalty of 
eonfiscataon of et^tes.' 

148. There is forever pr<^bited all judgments hf 
«ffamifl8ion and r^tro-acUve laws* 
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149. Ko authority diaU apiJy any speoteB of toftare, 
•whatever may be the nature or state of the prosecution* 

150. No one shall be imprisoned unless there is a 
•reasonable ground to suppose him criminal, 

151. No one shall be imprisoned on sus{dcion, mora 
tlian seventy hours. 

152. No authority shall give an order for the search 
of any houses, papers, and other effects of the inhabi- 
tants of the Republic, except in the cases expressly 
provided for by law, and in the form which it designates. 

153. No inhabitant of the Republic shall be comr 
pelled to take an oath relative Ik) his own acts in 
criminal affairs, 

154. The military and eccle&dastics will remain 
subject to the authority under which they actually are, 
according to the existing laws. 

155. No suit can be instituted neither in civil or 
criminal cases for injuries, witlyut being able to prove 
having legally attempted the means of conciliation. 

156. None can be depived of the right of termi- 
nating his differences, by means of arbitrators appointed 
by each party, whatever may be the situation of the 
controversy. 

Title 8th. Section 1st. Qf the individual goverr^ 
merit of the States* 

157. The government of each State shall be divided 
for its exercise, m three powers. Legislative, Executive 
and Judicial, and never can be united two or more of 
these in one corporation or person, nor the Legislature' 
(deposited in one individual. 

058. The Legislative power of each State sh^ 



jMside ih oni5 LegisUtnrc, composed of the nttmtxjt rf 
individuate, which their respective Conatitutions may 
determine, to be elected popularly, and rcfflovAble in 
the time and manner wliich said Constttutton may 
designate. 

169. The person or persons in whom the States 
eonfide their Execntive power, cannot exereise- it, 
except for a definite time, whi^ shall be fixed by ik&t 
respective Constitutions. 

. 160. The Judicial power of each State shall bo 
exercised by the tribunals that the Constitution may 
establish or designate, and all cases, civil or criminal, 
which appertain to the cognizance of those tribunals, 
diall be terminated in them to final judgment and 
execution. 

Section 2nd. Qf the OhUffations of the States. 

161. Each one of the States is obliged — ^First, to 
organize its interior g^emment and administration^ 
without opposing this Constitution, or the constitutional 
ficU Second, to publish, by means of their Governors, 
tiieir respective 'Constitutions^ laws, and decrees. Third, 
to obey, and cause to be obeyed, the Constitution and 
general laws of the Union and treaties made, and those 
iliat henceforward may be made by the Supreme 
Authority of the Federation with any foreign powers. 
Fourth, to protect its inhabitants in the free use and 
liberty which they have to write, pfrint, and publish 
their political ideas, without the necessity of license, 
revision, or approbation, previous to publication, always 
taking care to observe the general laws on the subject. 
Stfth> to deliver immediately the criminals of o&er 
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Steteis to the authority which reclaims them. Sixth, 
to deliver the fugitives of other States to ths person 
that justly reclaims them, or compel them In some 
other mode to satisfy the interested party. Seventh, 
to contribute for the consolidation and extinguishment 
of ihe debts aclcnowledged by the General Congress. 
Eighth, to remit annually, to each one of the Housed 
of Congress, a general circumstantial and comprehensive 
note of the ingress and egress in all the Treasuries 
fliey may hare in their respective districts, with a relation 
of the origin of the one and the other, of the -situation 
in which are found the branches of industry, agriculture, 
and manufactures of the new branches of industry, 
vMch they can introduce and extend, designating the 
means by which it t5an be obtained, and of their 
respective* pop\riation and means of protecting and 
augmenting it.' Ninth, to remit to both Houses, and in 
their recess, to the Council of Government, and likewise 
to the Supreme Executive Power, authorized xjopies of 
the Constitution, laws, and decrees.. 

Section 3d. Be^ictions of ike Powers of the 
State, 

162. None of the States can* — ^First, establish without 
the consent of the 'General Congress, any tonnage duty, 
nor other post duty. Second, impose without the con- 
Bent of the General <]!ongress, contributions or duties 
on importations or exportations, whilst the law does not 
regulate it, as it must do. Third, hold at any time a 
permanent troop, nor vessel of war, without the con* 
lent of the Genial Congress. Fourth, enter into any 
Agreement or compact . with any foreign .power, aor 
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declare war against them; resistiDg, in case ef ^ictoil 
invasion, or in such danger as will not admit of delay; 
giving immediate notice thereof to the President of 
the Bepublic. Eifth, enter into an agreement or 
compact with other States of the Federation, without 
the previous consent of the General Congress, or its 
posterior approbation, if the transaction was upon the 
regulation of limits. 

Title 7th. Only Section. Qf the observanca^ 
interpretation, and amendment of the Conatitutiony and 
Constitutional Act. 

163. Every ptiblic functionary, without exception 
to class, previous to entering upon the discharge of his 
duties, must take the oath to obey the Constitution, and 
"Constitutional Act. 

164. The Congress shall dictate all laws and decrees 
which they may deem necessary to render effective the 
responsibility of those who violate this Constitution, or 
the Constitutional Act. 

. 165. The General Congress alone, can resolve 
doubts, which maj * cccur about the meaning or under- 
standing of the articles of this Constitution, and of the 
Constitutional Act. 

166. The Legislatures of the States can make such 
observations as they may deem proper, about particular 
articles of this Constitution, and the Constitutional Act, 
but the General Congress will not take them into con- 
sideration, until the year 1830. 

167. The Congress in that year shall confine itself 
to examining the observations that merit the deliberatioa 
*of the next Congress, and .this declaration 4ihey shall 
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e6mmtuucate to fhb President, irtto abaU ptthlidi and 
circulate them witboat any observations. 

168. The Mowing Congress in tibe first year of its 
ordinary sessions sbdi ooeupy iiiemselyes in examining 
these observatioiis submitted to their deliberation, in 
order to make suoh amendments as may be deemed 
necessary, but the same Congress which makes the 
examination provided in the last article, cannot decree 
tiie amendments. 

169. The amendments and additions that are pro* 
posed in the year following, the 30th shall be taken into 
consideration by the Congress in the second year of 
each biennial and if rendered necessary, in conformity 
with the provisions made in the preceding article, they 
shall publish this resolution in order that the next Con- 
gress may notice them. 

170. In order to reform or amend this Constitution 
or Constitutional Act, shall be observed, besides the 
rales prescribed in the foregoing articles, all the requi- 
sites provided for the formation of laws, excepting the 
right to make observations granted to the President in 
article 106. 

171. The articles of this Constitution and the Consti- 
iational Act which establish tiie Liberty and Indepen- 
dence of the Mexican Nation, its Religion, form of 
Oovemment, Liberty of the Press, and division of ike 
Supreme Powers of the Federation and of the States, 
can never be reformed. 

Given in Mexico, 4th October, 1824^ fourth year of 
Wependence^ third of Liberty, and seeond of the Fed* 
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SigAed by tke members <^ CoagreaSi and the SfipMrn- 
Executive Power. 

I hope that we shall long enjoy the bkemngs of that 
liberty which this Ccmstitutioii promises ua, aad thiak 
we have no reason to doubt but we shall. 

Affectionately yours, W. B. D. 



LETTER Xn. 

San Antonio de Bexar, Feb. 2, 1829. 

Dear Friend : — • • • • You requested me in your 
last letter, to give the names of the different Empresa* 
rios of Texas, and a history of the settlement of the 
colonies of Texas by the different Empresarios, as also 
tiieir location. Were I to give you a full account of it, 
the subject might prove tedious to you, but the brief 
outline which I shall take great pleasure in sending you, 
will, I trust, prove not only interesting, but instructive. 

In January, 1821, Moses Austin, of Missouri, received 
permission from the Supreme Government of the internal 
provinces of New Spain, to introduce a colony of three 
hundred families ia the provinee of Texas. Before any 
steps had been taken to establish the colony, Austin 
died. His son, Stephen F. Austin, immediately took 
np l^e enterprise^ he proceeded to Bexar, where ho 
Arranged the preliminaries with thp Spanish autiiorities; 
And iraa commissioned by the Government to take duui|^ 



(^ &e loeal goTetBment et &e new settlement until it 
could be otherwise arranged. 

In December, 1821, he arrived at the Braaos with the 
first emigrants, and setded at (he old La Bahia crossingw^ 

Durin'g the interval between the date of his permifK 
son, and the time of his arrival, Mexico had shaken off 
the Spanish dominion, and it became necessary for him 
to proceed forthwith to Mexico. 

After his arrival at that city, Itnrbide was prochdmed 
Emperor of Mexieo. This eventr determined him t6 
remaiD, and accordingly he continued there till the 
passage of the colonisation law of 1823, when after 
having secured the sanction of the government to his 
original project, he made preparations for returning to 
Texas. While hastening his preparations for departure, 
ii^rmation reached the city of the movement of Santa 
Anna at Vera Cruy, and- of the prospect of a counter 
revolution. Austin then determined to remain and 
await the event, wlrich ended in the dethronement of 
Ifcarbide, and the establishment of the Federal Republic. 

In April, 1823, the Supreme Executive Power issued, 
a decree in virtue of an act of Congress confirming in 
foil the accession granted to Austin by the Imperial 
Government, and a copy of said decree was delivered: 
to Austin. 

In August, 1823, Austin arrived at the colony accom- 
I^uued by the Baron de Bastrop, who had been appointed 
hy tiie Goremer of Texas commissioner on the part of 

fte Government to survey lands for the settlers^ and ia 

^OQ with Austin, to issue titles to each in the name of 

% Qtfrenunent* Such arrangements as w«re necessai^ 

la 



yrtte made hy th« ^^mmaHcimr vbo tben refaunei iutt 
Bexar^ as a member of the 4epatatio& of Texas. 

In 1824, the Goi]ua]fi6i<>ner rettxrned to tha coloi^y^ 
and with Austin issoied titl^ to the settlers for kmda 
which had been surveyed up to that time, bu* hmg 
elected a member of the- Legislature of the new State 
of Coahuila and Texas, he departed for Saltillo and left 
a part of the titles unfinished, which together with other 
unfinished business of the colony^ was completed by 
Gaspar Flores^ who was especially commissioned by lie 
Government for that purpose. 

Subsequently to November, 1824, Austin petitioned 
tiie Supreme Executive of the nation for permission to 
colonize two or three hundred families- in addition to the 
number already colonized.. This petition was referred 
to the authorities of the State-. In the meantime Aus- 
tm, under the apprehension that the State Colonization 
law was about to be sanctioned, forwarded a petition to 
the Governor of the State, repeating his petition to the 
Supreme Government. The petition was compEed with 
and a contract dispatched for Austin to si^. 

In April, 1825, having heard nothing of either petiti(% 
he forwarded a third to tho GK)vemor of the State aaking 
for authority to colonize five hundred families. This was 
also complied with, and the contract for three hundred^ 
which waa forwarded in answer to his former petition, 
was altered to five hundred famiiias, the whole to be 
setded within the limits of the old cdony, which wwe 
defined to be that part of the country lying between the 
La Baca and San Jacinto rivers, south of the road lead- 
kg &om Sail Antodio de^ Bexar to Naoogdocfaee^ aai 



lorih of a Ime paralld to the sea/ sbore^ ten leagoe* 
distant therefrom. 

On the 1st of April, 1826, Gaspar Flores waa cenK 
missioned to issue tides to the fiire bondred additional 
fimulies^ 

On the 20th of November, 1827, Austui entered into 
mother contract with the Stato Government for the 
introduction of one hundred families iuto the country 
east of the Colorado river and north of the San Antonio 
road. 

On the 29th of July, 1828, Austin contracted/witb 
tiie State Government to settle three hundred families- 
within the reserved district on the coast known as the 
ten league reserve, being all that colony between the 
Emits of the old colony and the sea shore. Both of these 
eontracts were to be fulfilled within six years after the 
dates of the contracts. 

The conditions on which Austin was permitted to col- 
omze were the same as the several colonization laws of 
Mexico, with the exception of some unimportant muni* 
dpai regulations. 

Upon the passage of the colonization laws of Mexico^ 
and Ae State laws of Coahuila and Texas, the attention 
of many men of enterprise was directed to the example 
of Austin, and eontracts were taken out for colonizing the 
whole surface of Texas. Noi^ of these were fulfilled, 
tod no colonists were ever introduced into tiie most of 
them. But I will give you an abstract of those whieh 
were partially colonized* 

On the 6th day of October, 1825, Green Dewittc<»» 
tncted for the introduction of tiiree hundred fiEUXulitfl 
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mko flie dUriet Ijing ecm fli wcst of Austin's colony, anJF 
Bortfawest of the ten kagae reseire on tiie coast. The 
western boondaryof his territory was defined as ronmng 
sonUiwesterly from the intersection of ihe Goleto river, 
with the ten leagae line to the road leading from Sair 
Antonio to Nacogdoches, which road formed the northern 
boundary of said district. The eastern boundary was 
Austin's west Kne, and tlie soutiiem was the ten leagae 
resenre. 

On the 12th of January, 1826, Benjandn R. iClam 
contracted for the introduction of three hundred families 
into that district lying north of the San Antonio and 
Nacogdoches road, bounded on the west by the Guada- 
lupe river, on the- north by a line parallel to the Ban 
Antonio road and fifteen leagues distant from it, and on 
the east by the Colorado river. 

On the 15th of April, 1825, Robert Leftrich con- 
tracted for the introduction of two hundred families into 
that district, bounded in the following manner : North 
by the Camanche road leading to Nacogdoches, east by 
the Navosota river, south by the San Antonio road, and 
west by the dividing ridge between the Colorado and 
Brazos rivers. After having been the subject of much 
controversy, this contract at length fell into the hands 
of the Nashville Company of Tennessee, by their agent, 
tiie Empresario Sterling C. Robertson ; of this company 
Leftrich was originally the agent. No titles have been 
issued under any authority but theirs. 

On the 2l8t day of December, 1826, Joseph Vehlein 
aontracted to introduce three hundred families into thai 
tftftrict, which lies south of the Bexar road, east ot tint 
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tirenty border leagues reserred, parallel to the cmtm 
of Hie Sabine river, north of the ten border leaguef 
reserred parallel to the course of the coast, and east of 
Austin's colony. 

On the 14th of November, Joseph Vehlein contracted 
for the admission of one hundred families into that 
district lying between his first contract and the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

David G. Burnet, on the 22nd of December, 1826, 
contracted for the colonization of three hundred families, 
within that district lying within the following bounds :— 
Running northwardly from the town of Nacogdoches and 
parallel to the west line of the twenty border leagues 
reserved, parallel to the Sabine river fifteen leagues, 
thence west to the Navosota river, down that river to 
the San Antonio road, and thence along that road to 
Nacogdoches. This contract was extended to two years 
after its expiration under the colonization laws. 

On the 11th of June, 1829, James Powers contracted 
for the introduction of two hundred families within the 
country lying within the following limits : — ^Beginning on 
Ihe west bank of the Coleto river, at a point ten leagues 
above the sea ; thence running parallel with the coast 
to the Nueces river, at a point ten leagues above its 
mouth ; thence down the Nueces to the shore ; thence 
along the shore to the mouth of the Guadalupe river ; 
thence up the river to the mouth of the Coleto ; thence 
up the Coleto to the place of beginning. 

On the 17th day of August, M'Mullen and M^Glom 
contracted for the settlement of two hundred families 
into that district lying west of the ten border lea^iis 
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vMorved) bomded oa the north by a lin^ diftwii from ft 
point on sidd ten kftgues line, t^n leagues sontfawest of 
€h)l]ad to the junetnre <^ the San Antonio and Medimk 
rivers, and bj the Medina river west by the road from 
Bexaa to Prieaidio de Bio Grande, and south by the 
Nueces river. 

Don Martm de Leon, on the 6th day of October^ 
1825, contracted for the settlement of forty-one fspnilies, 
and, soon afber, for one hundred and fifty familiets within 
that district lying between the Coleto and Guadalupe 
nvers on the one hand, the La Baea river on the other, 
and between the sea shore and a line parallel thereto ten 
leagues distant. 

By the terms of the colonization law, all the tides 
issued by the Empresarios, whose contracts are quoted 
iJ>ove, are good to the holders. 

Sinde I last wrote you,* I have returned from my 
tour in Mexico, and been into the settlements on the 
Colorado and Brazos, I found every thing there quiet 
and peaceful. Nothing of any note has transpired 
during my absence. Many new settlers have arrived 
within the last four years, and every thing seems profr^ 
perous and flourishing. Indeed the colonies seem in a 
hap^r state tiim they have ever been before. At 
^K^sent, the prospects seem very favorable for continued 
pa^osperity. 

I am now living in San Antonio which place I like very 
much. I hope you will soon make your arrangements 
to come to this country, as I think things are now in 

* The first part of this letter contained intelligence of a priyatt 
mtaXQ whichhas been parposelj ^^aoitted. 
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mcli a settled state that you can live here in peaoe 
aad enjoyment. 

Affectionately yours, 

W. B. IX 



♦' LETTER Xm. «• /'* 

I? 

Colorado Biver^ Texoi^ Jan. 2, 183^. 
DsAE Friend :— Soon after I last wrote you, I left 
San Antonio and again moved into the colony. I 
built me a little log 'Cabin 'on the west bank of the 
Colorado, about thirty miles below the old La Bahia 
road, and ten'abore the Atoskosieta road. After I had 
got my cabin erected, and before I was prepc^^ed to 
settle permanently, it was necessary for me to take a 
trip to Bexar, in order to settle up my business, and 
bring out goods. 

My wife having nothing to occupy herself with during 
my absence, and being very fond of traveling, as well 
as very brave, desired to accompany me. I told her 
she knew it was very dangerous for one or two to travel 
by themselves, and as there was no opportunity to have 
company, she had best remain at home. But she 
replied, that is the reason I wish to go ; if you should 
be in danger, I would rather be with you than at home, 
as I shall be constantly imagining you in danger, and 
you know a person when thinking of danger, is inclined 
to magnify it, and think it worse than it really is. It 
*ira8 at last deeided for her to accompany me. On the 



Sgai night after letifb^g boiDe, vre ^loanped^on te 
La Baoa. In the morning, after having rode a few 
miles, we met a company of .ttien among whom was Col. 
txrois. He appeared surprised to «ee us traveling alone, 
and inquired of us if we were aware of what had hap- 
pened during the past night. I replied in the negative. 
He then told us that Mr. Milburn and company had 
leen robbed, when about fourteen miles east of the 
Guadalupe, that their clothing had been torn oflF from 
them, after which. they had been set at liberty. None 
were killed, and they succeeded in reaching Gonzales 
just before day. He insisted on our turning back ; this 
we declined doing. We reached Gonzales about nooik 
Soon after having crossed the Guadalupe river, we met 
another party of men, who told us that two nights 
previous, Roark and liis cojnpany had been murdered 
-on the road from La Bahia to San Antonio. These 
iJso advised us to return, but I informed them I thou^t 
this the safest time for traveling, as the Indians, through 
fear of the whites, would immediately leave that part 
of the country, and there would be no cause of fear 
for the next two or three weeks. 

We encamped that night a short distance from the 
Toad^ half way between Gonaales and Bexar. A short 
'time after midnight, we were awakened by the trampling 
of hoofe, which seemed to be coming in the direction of 
our encampment. We listened ! the sounds grew more 
diJitinct ! Was it a cavyyard of horses, running in the 
prsurie, or was it a party of Indians coming upon us ? 
And how diould we escape, were questions which 
^raj^dly suggested themselves to our mind^, Tk^ 



to a;ttempfe to fly is vain. At febgih we gecreied 0ui»* ' 

s%ire%j M weU i& we could, behind a Mnsqmitfee ; the 

fii^ was dark, afid ire >lt&ew o»r temefmy coi]dd not see 

ns^till tkey were close «iipoii ns. They came np, Ae 

«ght of our fire seemefl td fiightenihem, and separated 

the company. I now •erept cautiensly from my place 

•of c<»ieejdment to see who was our foe. .'To my great 

irdief I found it to be a vast herd of buffaloes. Our 

horses had been frightened by iiheir coming, and one of 

item which was tied had broken his fastenings and gone 

with the buffaloes, IbUowed by ^the other, although 

hobbled. We were now left in a «ad situation, bemg 

tiiirty-five miles from any settlement, and without a horse* 

BuC there was no time for inactivity. I shotddered my 

gun, and set out in pursuit of the fugitive horses. 

Happily for us, I soon found ihem about a half a mile 

distant from our encampment. T now returned with 

8iem to the place where I had'l^ my wife. We tiien 

■decided to start on, and reach San Antonio as soon ai 

possible in the morning, and rest ©urselyes where we 

might feel m perfect safety. 

After having settled up my bufineas to my salisfhction, 
we started on our return honle. We found a gentleman 
by the name of Baetes, was going in oil to the Colorado j 
and we mad^ our ai^angements to travel in company. 
We traveled on vei*y pleasantly, meeting with no adven- 
tures till we got io the iia Baca. Here we met a parirjl' 
^ meters ^st en greefe from the States. They inqnireii 
'of us whence we were from, where we werfe going; k^ 
Wo told lihcBa we wece Aom Bexar aiid goin^ tatibt 
01 



Odoraido, Oliey bov ialbrm^d ns we wore in geew/k 
denger f Ihejr said tiiefi en crossbg Rocky oreek, aJbont 
fifieeu miles fr6tb us» they had stopped awhile to r^, 
and foatkd a bee kee where tiie bees went in about three 
feet from the gr&imd. (Tbej -eut otit a block in the tret 
large enough to get the hoi&ej. They had just got the 
block out and were about to getthe honey, when one 
of the party gave t^e alarm of Indim^s. They looked 
and beheld '% party of fifteen or twenty Indians, upon 
tins they all fled and had arrired thus far safely. They 
a^d, moreover, that they considered our Situation b 
perilous one ; but we knowing that we were obliged te 
proceed, thanked them for their information arid went 
on. On arriving at Rocky creek we stopped, found the 
bee tree* which our Missouri friends had told us of,^nifl 
prepared ourselves totake Uie honey. We agreed that 
I should watch for the Indians, who, we feared, migbt bt 
lurking, whil^ Bates took the honey from the tree, 
l^aturaily enough I cast ooy eyes m the direction in 
which the Missourians to^ us they had seen them, and 
there I beh^d-"— not a party of -Indians, but the trunks 
<^ a clump of lire oaks, about the height of a full grown 
Indian; tiie tops of tiiese trunks wei^ burned black, 
and the bark ha^fl- loosened and di:opped off, and there 
they stood witih ^<^ -red bodies and bla»ok heads, pre* 
aenting to anunexperiqnqed eye very much ^e same 
appearanco'as a party, of Indians. Having learned what 
the Indians were th|t so.nuch alarmed the Missouriaos^ 
we gathered 'the honey and i^ame heme tery^xxmeh 
amused wit^ the incident. . 

Puring the past susfmer there Jiave been l^ostai^ 



depredations coxmnittidd on thofrtoti^ setfl^flM&ts by 

the Indians. Strdfing parses- hay^ been eonstantJj 

commg in^ HIHng tbock, md robbmg-thd ftei^ers, and . 

flien leaying before ihej eonld' be didooveifed and -pmih 

isked. This has troubled us exceedingly^ At last we 

heard ibii a party of tJie Whacos and Towacomes had 

encamped during the summer at the mouth of &e San 

Saba rirer, fW the purpose of raising a crop of com, A 

eall was now made for a hundred volunteers, which wer* 

raised in the course of two or three days. Abner Barken- 

dall was elected Captain* We obtained the services of 

two pilots, a Mexican and an Indian, who knew the route 

to the mouth of the San Saba river, and also where 

the Indians were encamped. We now set out, traveling 

ttp the east bank sixty or seventy miles, we then struck 

out taking the dividing ridge between the Colorado and 

Brazos rivers^ crossing t!|e Yegua, Brushy and Little 

rivers, we then traveled up on the bank of Little river 

to the mountains of the Colorado. For several days we 

continued our course tlirough the mountains, till our- 

guides informed us they thought we were within thirty 

miles of the Indian encampments. Here we halted (o^ 

a couple of days and sent our glides with two men to 

ainsompany theisi, to search and spy out the situation of 

the Indian camps. On the second day they returned: 

$nd brought information that we w;efe about twenty 

miles from the Indian encampments, tliat tiiey had spiect 

it out and had found a crossing to the river ; they also- 

give it as their opnion that we eeuld get to the Indiaa 

tillage in a night. We remidned where we then were 

till dsark, when we set out for &e Indian Tillage witb tb« 
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expeeU&w of arriving and attacldng the Indians befi».r, 
difj. The ivgbt was rerj dark, and our course lay over 
mountains of rock and through cedar brake, which so 
impeded our course and bewildered our guides, that at 
daylight we found ourselves near the Colorado river, 
and ignorant of our distance from the Indian village. 

Here was a deep ravine running down between thd 
mountiuns, and lud from the eye of the Indians by lofty 
trees, which towered their heads in grandeur towards 
the deep blue heavens above. Rocky hills lay on either 
side of the ravine, and by their overhan^ng cliflFs pro- 
mised a safe and secure hiding place from the savages, 
should they be near where we were. Into, this ravine 
we went with our horses ; we tied our horses to the 
tarees and secreted ourselves, determining to remain 
here till night closed in upon us, and then make our 
way to the Indian encampment, and commence an 
attack. We now sent out four men to find the village, 
as we did not know how far we were from it. They had 
been gone about half an hour when they were surrounded 
by forty Indians well I^ounted and completely armed 
and equipped. They surrounded our men without firing 
upon them ; finding they seemed intent on going in a 
certain direction^ the Indians formed a sort of half 
circle around them, leaving open the side towards whiqh 
they were traveling* Knowing that they would not be 
tiiere by themsfelves, but must belong to some party, the 
Indians followed them, thinking to fall upon our encamp- 
^nt and do us more ixyury , thi^x they could by killing 
^ur men, 
• 37he «}Hes came on, {q^owckI by the savagi^ i^ the/ 
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nached a ditf which orediungfiir plae&.of ctoo^lmeni i 
they then raised a cry ; we mounted 6ar horses in ail 
in^aat and rode up the bank^ 13he IbdiaiMLkQowmg as 
soon as <rar men hallooed that they were on the encamp- 
ment, instantly turned their horsea' heads, and r.etreated. 
We pursued ; but now their company separates and each 
one now takes a course of his own; being aware that 
we eiiould no longer be safe in concealment, we kept 
on to the crossing of the Colorado. Immedlatfly en 
crossing we beheld about three hundred yards above us 
the Indian village. But the Indians who had followed 
oup spies, had arrived before us and given the alarm ; 
all were flying from the town. We now received orders 
to ride in quickly and fire. We obeyed ; but only suc- 
ceeded in killing one man ; the rest w.ei:e spon hid from, 
our view by the thick cedar brake, mi we feared 
pursuit would be useless ; for our hordes' ^eet werQ. 
completely worn out, and would not, wa though];^ be. 
able to follow. One gentleman, Bartlett Simms^ saic^ 
he thought his horse would be able to go cm, and if 
others would accompany him, he would pursue ; fifteen 
of us now joined and we pressed on after them. We 
passed a great many women and children, but as we 
did not wish to hurt these, we still kept on in pursuit 
<yf the men. We pushed so close upon them that they 
,tere obliged to leave the pack horses they were leading, 
winch we took As we returned. 

We followed on after the Indians till we came to a 
perpendicular cliff about five hundred feet high, extendit 
ipg Qut from the river about six miles, and &on^ which 
l^(^uld find uo possible way of despenV. ^jsfgre u| 



ky « bdwtiftd ^rBlhy^ ahag ihe -tid^ of iAUk tmim 
li?er; m lEar as die «ye oouid raaohifis oneaxtendeA 
phun covered with verdure and* Beaoiifal flowen^ aad 
over it were^ riding numerow^ Indums dHving eavyyink 
i>£ horses. On ^m iefb haod of the* valley rose a moii»' 
tbin to ihe height o£ five htmdl'ed feet- covered with tall 
cedar trees* Kever in my life have I seen so beaattfd 
a landscape. A pwnter might conroy to yoiH* janid •■ 
idea oF its loveliness,, but I cannot. On our right ran the 
clear waters of our own dear Colorado, before us laj 
Ihe beautiful valley, and on our left towered the high 
mountain of rock, covered with trees forever green aad 
beautiful. I lingered unwilling to depart, viewing from 
my elevated poakion* tiie lovely landscape which natoia* 
had spread out before me. 

Finding it impossible to f^low the Indians further^ 
we returned to the- town where we had left ouar com* 
panions* A^ our frontiers are ever exposed to the fury 
of the Indians, we determined to set them an example' 
of not injuring tiie women and children, or burning thar 
houses. We reiaained in the callage three days, recru^ 
ing ourselves and cur horses^ as we found plenty of 
com, meat, and beans. We sent across the river lor 
some of our friends, who had been taken dck and left 
behind at the ravine, and brought them into iown^ 
!fhere were, in the village, one hundred and seveai^ 
two wigwams ; making a calculation from the n«nb^ 
that usually live in a wigwam, thei^ were a thoosand 
inhabitants Hving in this village. 

On leaving, we carried with us what buSalo tohm 
ittd deer skins we wanted, besides bnasket^es) paibF* 
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mfMk9^ betas, and ^eTentj or eigbij Worses and malQis« 
Tfe traveled . together one day,.whea we decided ta 
tepftrate, <Mk aceount of the scarcity of game. We now 
diyided iuto small compauies, each compauy taking a 
different route. lii the companj which I was in, thera 
were fiye or six of us. Our provisions soon gave out, and 
as &e game had been killed off and driven out of the. 
ooonky^ by the Indians and hunters, we suffered greatly 
fbr food. We lived for three days on acorns and per- 
simmons. One day when we bad fasted for some hours^ 
we came across a beautiful persimmon ^rove, wbiciit 
looked to us as though there were a large quantity of 
persunmons to be found in it. We quickly dismounted^ 
hitched our horses, and went into the grove for persim- 
mons. We found there were but few of them ripe ; 
we went through the grove gathering the fruit, and on 
oar return to the place where we had entered tt^grove^ 
we found a young Englishman who was in our company 
had climbed a tree, and eat^i ihe persimuKms as he 
found them, ripe or green ; (by the way, a green per- 
amBM)n is one of the most disagreeable fruits in the 
worid, to the mouthy drawing ii up worse than alum :) 
our poor Englishman realty thought he was poisoned ; 
ho tried to speak, but, alas, he eould not open his mouth. 
We, knowing the cause of his distress, could not help 
laughing, though we really pitied him. 

I must tell you another amusing anecdote about our 
Englishman. The creeks in the prairie, at this season 
of Ae year, are generally dry, with tiie exception of 
BAW and then a deep pool, by tiie side of which the 
Ml waving grass ffms tiiick. We b/>/' t>/*o^ traveling 
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&r Bottije length o^ time without finding water, md our 
horses were suffering with thirst, when we chanced to 
descry one of these pools, l^e Englishman thou^l; 
be would have the first chance at the water, and so pat 
spurs to his horse, and rode hastily on. On his arrivd 
at the pool, both horse and rider were lost sight of for a 
moment. Instantly, the horse came out from the pod 
without rider or saddle ; but our friend soon managecl 
to get out himself. We now came up, and got a long 
pole witli a hook attached to it, and finally succeeded 
m getting his saddle for him, 

'At last, after a toilsome ride of thirty-two days, we 
arrived at oiur homes in safety. 

I am your true friend, 

W. B. Ik. 



LETTER XIV. 

Colorado river^ Texaij ) 
November 29,1830. J 

Dear Friend :— A long time since, you desired me 
to give you a more general description of our delightful 
land than I have ever yet done. I have now spent a 
good deal of time in traveling over Texas, have seen 
the greater part of tiie country,. am, perhaps,, as well 
qualified to give you a description of it at the presejct 
time, as I shall ever be. ' 

The State of Coahuila and Texas Res between the 
twenty-fifdi and thirty-fourth parallels of latitude, and. 



ilboimded on tkt iiortb Vf BaI riyer wlddi sepitttotf 
it fixym the teritomB <tf tfie Umted Stiatef, east by ite 
Stbiae, b/ wUoh river it is seperated from LooiidaBa,. 
on flie SoQth bj the Gulf of Mexieo, and en the weet 
bj &e o&er Mexioaii States. 

Texas has beeu divided bj nature into three distinct 
fii^(m8. fibe first or level division extends from the 
coast back seventy miles; the second is moderately 
oaeven, thou^ not hilly, and extends from the Braasos 
river to tiiie northern and eastern boundaries of Texas 
above the level district. West of this district, above 
tk^ level porti<»i, is the soonntainons country. 

Upon the coast and in the vicinity thereof, the 
sarface of the country is very level and very free 
&om swamps and marshes, with a rich deep alluvial 
soil. This region extends from the coast for seventy 
niles mto the interior. The land is capable of yields- 
ing cotton, sugar, and other southern producticNQS in 
great abundance ; and, indeed, where such have been 
raised, they have proved to be of the finest quality. 
TSae climate here is very healthy; the only diseases 
peculiar to the elimate are bilious diseases ; nor are 
tkess uiuversal or very severe. They readily yield 
to judicious treatment, and hj proper care and att«a- 
tba to diet and exposure ikej may be avdded. 

Above tins region commei>ces a surface which is 
peouliwr to the greater part of our country, usually 
bown by the name of " rolling prairie." The soil is 
not 60 rich ads in the former portion, though it is of an 
eicelleiit quality. The water is pure and healthy^ and 
At water <ou)*ses elear ioid nqfnd. The atmosptm*^ 



tf^m^ pwtw GMi in the* Idwer t(Mi^: ' £tere \t it- 
deMfuUe- |4aM to live ; fher^ Is to 1^<[^* eanse (er 
disease ; ike land ' is stdlotentiy tM to stqpipoit a dense 
pejHilation, and Hxe hfiSS&en {w {krtning ate imrivaled;- 
Most kinds of gmn grow lutnriabtly ; it is not a very 
food fruit country, tinrnghy I tldnk, were sufficient 
puns taken, fruit tta^t be raised to a 'Considerable 
extent. The winters are so mild as to render it mine- 
oessary to take any further care of cattle and othe^' 
stock than herding and branding the increase during 
the whole year. 

The northwestern and western porfem of Texas is 
mountainous and broken to within one hundred and 
fifty or two hundred miles of the coast. The valleys 
aire rich and covered with high waving grass, the moun- 
tains high, and abounding in every variety of mineral. 
productions. Here aboimd the finest streams of clear 
crystal water bounding over deep cascades and rolling 
on in great rapdity through a country of unrivaled 
beauty. This region, in its beautiful and romantio 
scenery, cannot be surpassed by those of which poets 
have sung. and novelists have dreamed* The streams, 
as they flow from the meuntms, are dngulkrly clear, 
and c^rd the finest drink in the worid^ 

It is a remarkable feature of Texas, and a universal 
onie, that the greater part of the timber is immediately 
t^On the water courses* Nearly every stk^eam is sup- 
reunded with an abundant quantity of timber, while tbr, 
intervals between the streams a^e mostly prairie land 
ii&terspersed with beautiful groves, and havings at a 
dia4atice>.tbe appearance^ of a cidtivated paxjc. la tine 



Hasten! .portion of the coimtrj, where the Btreitns mrt 
jnore frequent than in the western, tbe timber is more 
plentiful ; but even there it ia uncommon for the forests 
skirting two contiguous streams to interlock. 

The rivers of Texas ruQr in independence of each other 
and in a parallel course, and thus indicate Texas io' be 
a vast inclined plain, with a slope to the southeast. 
Many of them are broad, deep, and capable of being 
navigated. 

Texas embraces ahnost every variety of soil and 
climate. Among the mountains is a cold, bleak region, 
where roam vast herds of cattle and wild horses, and 
inhabited by fierce Indians. As you descend from the 
mountainous to the prairie country, you find yourself in 
a warm, healthy, and delightful climate. 'Upon the 
seashore the country is not so healthy,' but warm antl 
pleasant. 'Many kinds of tropical fruits grow here. 

In June, two men, a Mr. Alexander and son, were 
lolled on the Wilburger trace, near i;^here it crossed 
the old'La Biihia roadf by the'Indians. These men had 
a load of dry goods and grocerie?, '#hich they were 
tarrying to *Bastrop, their place of residence. The 
Indians r6bbe'd the wagon of ^v^hat dry goods, and as 
much tobacco as they wanted, and left the place. A 
party was then formed who pursued the Indians up ^o 
country, onr to the west bank of little river, and, finely, 
after having lost their trail, followed on in the direction 
of tiie msdn branch of Little river, fifty miles above the 
lalls of the Brazos. An Indian of the Caddo tribe was 
iaken prisoner by a lad named Barry, and driven into 
vcamp. He toR the Americaiis that his camp was sonvd 
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i6re miles distant, that there were two other OsuSSb 
men, two Cherokees, an4 t^o dquaws thei^, Wiii 
him for theic guide, thej went to the camp, took tht 
xnen prisoners and executed them. Kot having been 
present mjself, at this time, I am unable to give you 
any further particulars ; what I have already given I 
learned by way of a friend who was there. 

Did I mention to you in my last, ihe terrible circum- 
itance of DeShay^s murdering Earle ? I do not recollect 
mentioning it, and as he was a son of a former GoYemor 
<rf Kentucky, it will be interesting to you. Some time 
while I was living in San Antonio, and not long before 
1 left, there came to my house a young man, calling 
himself by the name of Parker. He was a fine looking 
man, and seemed to have a good deal of money about 
him. He spent most of his time in gambling with the 
Mexicans, losing a great deal of money. He aIw;i}'S 
appeared very uneasy and restless ; he was an excellent 
musician, and would frequently take up his violia, 
striking up the most melodious strain, and when in the 
midst of it, throw down his violin and hurry out of thi 
house. There was one -thing remarkable about him.^ 
he could not speak above his breath. I asked him the 
cause of this;, he informed me that he had a bad cold, 
and a cold always affected him in tha^ way, and fre- 
quently for some weeks. 

When he had been with me a few weeks, it so chanced 
that business called me into the settlements on the 
Colorado. There inquiries were made of me, if I had 
seen a person answering the descriptioa of Piwier. I 
:gave theni information that I had, and be was 4hen alt 
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ttj bouse in Bexar. I then learned tbat his real name 
was DeShaj ; that he had committed murder in Kei>- 
tacky, been tried and condemned there ; but his father 
being Goyemor, had pardoned him, and he had been 
set at liberty. While in prison, he had made an attemji^ 
to cat his throat, but did not. cut sufficiently deep to 
cause his death. He had, however, cut into his wind 
pipe, mto wUch the physicians had inserted a silver 
tobe, and this was the cause of his spes^ing in so strange 
a manner. After bemg ^et at liberty in Kentucky, he 
traveled to New Orleans^ here he fell in company with 
a young man by the name of Earle, a son of the Gov- 
ernor of Georgia. Earle was coming to Texas ; DeShay 
proposed to. accompany Vim. They landed in Texas 
together, and DeShay still desired to remain in Earle'ti 
coippany. Earle now purchased a horse, which they 
rode by turns. Earle'tJ horse and saddle had been 
found on Peach Creek, but no tidings had been heard 
of him, and it was suspected he had been murdered by 
DeShay for his money, as he waslcnown to have a good 
deal about him. A party was immediately formed who 
went directly to Bexar, arrested DeShay, and brought 
him in to San Feb'pe de Austin. Inquiries were made 
rf him concerning Earle ; he stated that they had 
traveled together to Peach Creek, that they had there 
parted company, and Earle had gone down the coast 
intending to return to the States. Not being satisfied 
with this testimony, Webber, Osborne, and myself were 
sent to make search for Earle. At length we found 
the body of a m|in, which we knew must be Earle, sunk 
•ia Peach Creek, his head having been cut off. We 
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took up tbfi body, buried it, and returned wiUi ibi 
Infonnalioiu DeSlray was tried, condemne'd, and sen- 
'tenced to be executed ; T)ilt beTore the day on Mrhich he 
was to have been executed had arrived, his weary 
spirit took its flight Trom its tenement of clay. *Sa3, 
indeed, must be the Teelings of his honored father, to 
learn that- the son whom he'had fondly cherished in'the 
i»©rry, gleesome days of his childhood, has brought 
dishonor upon Eis hoary head. I fear that the son who 
should have supported the declining years of a worthy 
father, will bring down Tiis gray hairs in sorrow to a 
premature grave. Arid oh*! the anguish o( his affec- 
tionate mother, if sTie stiiriives, it is beyond the power 
of a human being to conceive, when she hears that the 
son whom she had w?Ltche*d over, and fondly <5herishei 
in the days of his innocence,' has ended his days as i 
murderer, despised arid shunned ' by every one in a 
. ^oojj^j prison, in a foreign land. 

'I am your affectionate friend. 



/ . LETTER XV. 

' Colorada River ^ Texas ^ ) 
November B, 1881. f 

Dear FribIsD •— You mentioned* in your last that you 

wished me to give you a description of the manners arid 

customs of the people of this country. 'We have aQ 

f^BQt^ 6i v^mievs and customs drawn fpom ^ national 
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Here is a ife^pbaole for jieopfe frraa ftit parte of. tbo 
earth ! Every one who ia driyen from all other places 
flies to tys ootmtry as a eitj of refuge. We are het^ 
all tinited together. There is no jar or contention in 
poEties, as all of ns ai^ oUiged to take the oath of 
alle^anee to help tiie Constitution of the country. We, 
the old settlerb, are bound together by an indissoluble 
tie ; we hare fought and bled together, we have suffered 
together fbr want of food and clothing, and now we begin 
to enjoy the blessings of peace, and to see happiness 
smiling upon us. 

It would amuse you very much could you hear the 
manner in which the people of this new country address 
each other. It is nothing uncommon for us to inquire 
of a man why he ran away from the States ! but few 
persons feel insulted by such a question. They geiv- 
erally answer for some crime or other which they have 
committed ; if they deny having committed any crime, 
and say they did not run away, they are generally 
looked upon rather suspiciously. Those who come into 
the country at the present time, frequently tell us, 
rough, ragged, old settlers, who have worn out our 
clothes and our constitutions in the service of the coun* 
try, that they have a great deal of wealth in the States 
irbith they are going on after as soon as they find a 
ntaation to smt them. But we not relishing this would- 
be aristocracy generally manage to play some good jokd 
oa them in return. 

One day there were quite a number of these aristo- 
crats Vho seem to think themselves better than those 
tbo" are worn out by toil and hatdihips^ seated at Om 
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dfamor tablo in a fort of tovem kept ^ i^ loaa rmob^* 
WiHkun Pettis^ or Bu«k IBetJ^s^ aa ho was always called, 
at San Felipo ; tibese persona were boas&ig largely of 
tkeir wealth, their land, their negroes, the ships ihej 
had at sea, &c. There was at the table an old man bj 
the name of Macfarlane, a d(Hi't care sort Of a fellow, who 
had married a Mexican wife, and was limg on tho 
Brasos when we first came to the countrj. He listened 
to them quietly for a while ; at length he conld restrain 
himself no longer. Well, gentlemen, he s^d, I too (mce 
commenced telling that I had leffc a large property in 
the States, and, in fact, gentlemen, I told the story so 
often, that at length I really believed it true, and 
eventually started to go for it. Well, I traveled en 
very happily till I reached the Sabine river, which sepa- 
rates this country from the United States. On its bank 
I paused, and now for the first time began to ask my- 
self seriously, what am I doing ! Why am I here ! I 
have no property in the States, and if I had if I cross the 
river 'tis at the risk of my life, for I was obliged to flee 
to this country to escape the punishment of the laws. I 
had better return and live in safety as I have done. I 
did so, gentlemen, and since then have been contented 
without telling of the w€falth I left in the States. The 
relation of this story so exasperated those for whose 
benefit it was told, that they fell upon the old gentle- 
man, and would have done him injury had it not been 
for the interference of his friends. This, however, put 
a stop to long yarns. 

You desired me to tell yon in what manner we spend 
*au7 idle houi;s. In doing this I jhall tell joa how a 



good ma&y spe&d most of iheir lime, oar eountry being* 
to ndk as to require but Httte ^e to till tibe gronnd. 
Bik in an exceUent coank'j for game and fis^. On the 
ceast we find beds of oysters, fishes of vanona kinds, 
and all manner of fowls. Up die country our rivers 
ab<rand with various kinds of fish, such as cat, bufi^o, 
perch, and gaspergoos. Out in the smaller streams, 
toout may be fouod in great abundanoe. In hunting 
tod fishing we are able to- while away many an<idle> 
hour. We frequently make up parties of men, women, 
and children, and start out on a hunting or fishing ezpe- 
dkion, and are gone for several days. These excursions 
. are very pleasant, as we are able to find plenty of honey, 
kill game, catchy £;&, and amuse ourselves in looking at 
our beautiful country, our dear water courses, and in^ 
eontemplation of the future, for as the past has been full 
of bitterness, we of course look forward to future happi~ 
ness, siQce our land is so well calculated to be a land of' 
ease and luxury. 

The people of this country seem to have forgotten 
that there is such a commandment as /' Remember the> 
Sabbath day and keep it holy." This day is generally 
spent in visiting, driving stock, and breaking mustangs*. 
There is no such thing as attending church, since noy 
reli^on except the Boman Catholic is tolerated, and we 
have no priests among us. Indeed, I have not heard a 
sermon since I left Kentucky, except at a oamjy-meeting 
in Arkansas. 

You wrote me that you wished to know somethmg 
ibout the mustangs and wild horses of our prairies, and 
low we catch theo^u ^bese horsed ^le quite ea^^ but 
12 ' 



•oxxie of ihi^m very tumAaK^tno and of gj^eftisemee^nlaii 
taken au4 gentlecL Thoj wt found in great alHu^aao^ 
all ovor our pxt^riea. Wo catch tbem at time$, by 
ninniag thcoa with fleet berees and vofii^g thenar bul m 
we are Uable in this noanner to get those wlueh are laoet 
sluggish in their movements, we fiild the Boost sucoeei^ 
way to be to go out where tiiere is a large cavyyard « 
drove, find some erossing of a ereek which they froquoi^ 
make pens, and then drive- them into these* Li tlu» 
manner we are able to get the finest, and turn the otker» 
loose to roam over the prairies. 

As many of our friends* in the States, are about 
removing to this coun^try, I have dieoided to gend you m 
extract of a copy of the Colonization laws, which may 
prove of some use to you or yom* friends, ** 

During Stephen F. Austin's stay in Mexico, in fte 
reign of the Emperor Iturbide, a general Colonizatiott 
law was passed and promulgated on the fourth day of 
January, 1823. 

The following are all the essential provisions of the 
Colonization law : 

Article 1. The government of the Mexican nation 
will protect the liberty, property, arwl civil rights dT all 
foreigners who profess the Roman Catholic Apostolic 
Beligion, the established religion of the empire. 

Art. 2. To facilitate their establishment, the^Exec- 
ntivc trill disttibute lands to tiiem, under the conditioiffl 
and terms herein expressed. 

Art. 8. The Emprcsarios by whom is understood, 
flioso who* introduce at leadt two hundred fenriBed, 
ahall previously contract with t^ Executive^ S&nd h&Oi 



%^bti iMxigibot induBtrj ihey propose to follow, th^ 
property or resouf ees they intend to mtroduce tor QisA 
pofpoae, and Ukj other particulars they may deemi 
M^essary, in order that with this necessary information,. 
\iud T&xeeatiye may derignate the province to which they 
must direct themselves^ the lands which they can occupy 
wiUi right of property, and tiie other circumstances* 
whidi maybe considered necessary. 

Aet. 4. Families who emigrate not included in the 
eoatract, shall immediately present themselves to the 
Ayuntamiento of the place where they wish to settle, in 
order that this body in conforooiiy with the instructions* 
rf the Executive, may designate the lands corresponding, 
to them, agreeably to the indtistry which they may 
establish. 

Abt. 5. The measurement of lands shall be the 
following: estabiishing the vara at three geometrical 
feet ; a straight line of five thousand varas shall be a 
league, a sq^oare each of whose sides shall be one league,, 
shall be called a ^tio ; and this shall be the unity of 
counting one, two, or mo£& sitioa ; five sitios shall com- 
pose one hacienda. 

Art. 6. In the distribuiion made by government 
of lands to the Cidonists, for the formation of villages, 
towns, cities, and provinces, a distinction shall be made 
between grazing -lands, destined for the raising of stock, 
tod lands suitable for farming or planting, on account 
^ the facility of irrigation. 

Ain!. L One labor shall be composed of one million 
>VMure varas, that is to say, <Hie thousand, square varaa 
%^ach aid^i wbkh neasurement shall be thft unity foi^ 
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oounting one two or tnore labors. ^These kbots oen ho 
divided into halves and quarters, but &ot less. 

Art. 8, . To the colonists whose occupation is farm- 
ing, there cannot be given less than one labor, and 
those whose occupation is stock raising, there cannot be 
given less than one sitio. 

Art. 19. To each Empresario who introduces and 
establishes families in any of the provinces designated 
for colonization, there shall* be granted at the rate of 
three haciendas and' two labors for each two hundred 
families so introduced bj hitn ; but he will lose the right 
of property over said lands, should he not have popu- 
lated and cultivated them in twelve years from the dale 
of the concession. The premium cannot exceed nine 
haciendas and six labors whatever may be the number 
of families he introduces. 

Art. 20. At the end of twenty ye^irs, the proprie-' 
tors of the lands acquired in virtue of the foregoing 
articles must aleniate two-thirds part of said lands, 
either by sale,, donation, or ih any other manner he 
pleases. The few authorizes him to hold- in full prop- 
erty and domioioi;, one-third part. 

Art. 23. If, after two years from the date of the 
concession, the colonists should not have cultivated his 
land, the right of property shall be considered as re- 
nounced ; in which case, the respective Ayuntamientos 
can grant it to another^ 

Art. 29. Every individual shall be free to leave 
iiie empire, and can alienate the lands over which he 
way have acquired the right of property, agreeably to 
the tenor of tiiis law ; and he can^ likewise, t^e awaj 
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from iha eotintry all iik propettj^ by payudg Ae datiaf 
eBtablisbed bjr law. 

Tour affecfionate friend, 

W. B. D. 



LETTER XVI. 

Colorado river, Texas, 
Becember Ist, 1832. 

Dear Friend:— You hav«, perhaps, heard before 
this of the danger of war which at ^is time threatens 
our beloved land. But I do not suppose that you know 
the true cause and circumstances connected with this 
melancholy event* Mexico has been for a long time 
slightly encroaching upon us, in a manner which we, 
as native Americans, could scarcely endure. All of the 
Merican States, save Texas, are in a sort of a state 
of servility. Mexico, perh2q)S being moved partly by 
jealousy and partly by fear of our increasing strength, 
has made an attempt to bring us more fully under 
subjection. Step by ^ep she has slowly and stealthily 
taken, striving at the same time, to draw the cap over 
our eyes that we might not be aware of her intentions 
while she riveted the chains of slavery about us. Her 
movements, although guarded, have yet been apparent 
te us, and we have watched them with an interest which 
nothmg but an ardent love of liberty coiild create. Still 
«o woidd gladly believe her motives kind, her prOf 



i^ons sinoere, did we Hot ido plaudy see the ehiT i 
with which she is ready to bind us, if- she caa sueeeei 
in lulling our fears and bUnding eur eyes. 

'Sue crisis, I fear, has. already arrived! The god 
is passed and we can never look upon Mexico again I8 
we have heretofore done ! Her last act was one whicl 
we cannot forget ; ihe attempt to oppress us waa too 
evident for the sons of a boasted hmd of liberty to 
endure. 

Some time in the spring of this year Mexico, under 
the pretence of protecting tiie country, sent on troops 
which were stationed at Velasco, Anahuac, and Nacog- 
doches. Under Col. Ugartechea at Velasco one thou- 
sand, under Col. Bradbum at Anahuac seven hundred, 
and Col. Piedras at Nacogdoches tlnrteen hundred. 
All these towns were now fortified. 0n the 15th May 
Col. Bradburn pr9claimed martial kw, and forbade aU 
American emigration. Some of our citizens had gone 
down to Anahuac on business of their own, while Ihert 
three of them, Barret Travis, Patrick Jacks, and Monroe- 
Edwards, were taken up under 8<Mne trivial pretence, 
put in irons, and cast into calaboose. As soon as this 
became known, one hundred men armed themselves and, 
under the command of Francis W. Johnson, marched ta 
Anahuac. On arriving at that place the Texan troops- 
jmt to flight seven hundred Mexicans, who were at the* 
quartel or barracks, and took the barracks. Of these 
ihey kept posses^n for throe days ! At ^ end of 
tins time Col. Bradburn, with true Irish craft, o&red ta. 
tuake a treaty with tiie Texans and surrender the pbi^ 
Ae next day, if Jokuon would withdrav his. mea om 
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nule from totm. With ih\$ propoeiti«a. Ji>)iQ80ii «om-> 
plied ! He left 4he quarM and endasiped a vile froni 
town as he had agreed to do. 3%^ quartel of whi^h ht 
had had poas^jBsion had anupper 9fcor/^hereBradbu]1^ 
had stored awaj aU his ammunition. Being busy iB 
gaarding Uie place our men had not noticed thi& 
Immediately oa the quattei beii^g left unguarded^ GoL 
Bradbam se^ait down- and bad his ammunitbn carried up 
to town, and kt place of making aireaty, commenced a 
strong cannonade upon- Johnson's-men. Seeing nothing 
could be done without c$u:&on in making an attempt te 
take the town, Johnson now withdrew his^men to a proper 
distance from the town, which he blockaded, cutting off 
the Mexican communieation Afith the surrounding coun* 
try, aiming in this manneprto starve them out. For three 
weeks he kept the place blockaded ! At this time Col. 
Piedrass, the Commander <at Nacogdoches, started with 
thirteen hundred men to reinforce Bradbum. Seven- 
teen brave Texans laid > in ambush at the first creek 
which they were to cross, and fired upon them. This 
the seventeen continued to do«.t every stream, till at last 
the Mexicans thought the whole Country ||as in arms, 
and surrendered their arms to the seveaiteed brave lads. 
On ^hearing of the surrender of Piedrass,* Col. Ugar- 
techea started from Velasco to reinforce Bradibum. 
Being aware of Ugartechea's movement^ Johnson sent a 
company of men down to Galveston Island, who there 
captured TJgartechea'd men with all the government 
stores. On the 19th of June, Bradbum made his 
escape and fled to the States. The garrison at Ans^ 
faue then* surrendered themselves prisoners of war^ 
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OK iio^r f>eeasl6 enStifA to the tnhids el ^riKMfl ot <mt 
idt^ens ih&t' if iM» state c^ lAiisgs %^e permitted to 
'o^nthrae, tiiai it woqM evenifiallf pi^re ear desMiGtiOfik 
We knew that Mexico had the pewen, and ire could but 
iuppoee if we rebelled against lier that she Would have 
Ihe dispofetion, to crush \kB at^once. We doubted not 
but she would oome 4m atid dnre us ttoia our ha^y 
homes, for -ttie proteetion of which we toiled and labored 
for 3»ears., We sa# our wkes and chiWreu would be 
left without a roof to shelter them, unless something was 
ckme tto quell this spirit of rebellion. Our Ayuntamiente 
had deckred to the Government that this was not the 
wish of the people, 'but the giving way to passion of % 
mere handful of men. Q?hk body now met, and in the 
foUowing manner called ^upon us as Mexican citizens to 
come forward and support its assertion. 

Ta the Oiidsten^^ Inhabitants j and Hesidents of 
:AvMin'8 ^Colony. 

Fellow Citizens : — Little did we apprehend that, 
as members of the Ayuntamiento, under the the ecjoy- 
tnent of ihose suffrages which you with calmness and 
tiie free e|ttrci8e of your judgment, were pleased to 
fiitend toiTO'ds us, and with which you confided to us 
ttie management and government of your local interests, 
that S would ever become our duty *o call upon you to 
declare in the most solemn and determined manner^ not 
by word* but by acts, your adhesion and your fidelity 
^ the Me;xican Government, its Oonstitution, and its 
laws* But unfortunately and unhappHy for us all, tbat 
'4uty is aikow imposed end required at our liands, and 
4he ^time has arrived when Uie Government jsuisl kneir 
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pe^ydljr and tuaequkocally., who are its subjects, who 
dbej its Iaw8L, and who «)aiin its protection. Shall H %e 
said that Nonth Americans ^^nsplanted upon another 
soil degenerate ? Shall it be said they no longer listen 
to the high-minded dictates of honor and principle but 
as it degenerates from one elime^ tiiey, in another, give a 
loose rein to unbridled passions and illegal and unjusti- 
fiable proceedings? We, your legal representatives 
have dared to declare that such is not the character, 
such are not the feelings of the mass who we repref- 
sent. Now the time has come when we are compelled 
to call on you to support us in our declaration and prove 
i» ithe Government that we are net deceived in you, and 
that they have not been deceived in us alL 

Hatred and revenge, the strongest passiens^that occupy 
the human heart, stimulated a number of our citizens to 
take upon themselves a redress of injuries committed 
by the military commander of Anahuac on some resi- 
dents of the country not belonging to the colony, and 
having no other tie and no other claim on the citizens 
of this colony, than that the same land gave us birth ; 
and further, for alleged outrages on the 'Constitution and 
laws of the country we have adopted we admit wrong 
has been committed. But what course does our Consti- 
tution point out for redress of wrongs, private or public ? 
the answer of all must be the supreme constitutional 
authorities of the country. Was any such appeal made ? 
imhappily for us all, and, unhappily for the prospects 
of our delightful country, in which some have passed 
•days and nights of toil and fatigue to provide food for 
iJBm .fiunilies, none haa been made. But jak bes^^nniqg 
13 
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hu been made at the precise point irliere aU reidf^Ss 
dMdd end. More than ten yean haye rolled iAto Ate 
endless shade of time that will be no more Ance yoibr 
first experienced the privations of settling a wilderness. 

Will. you permit an act ol desperation and impra- 
dence in. your fellow citizens to erase from your mind 
and reooUeotions the scenes of toil and soffering of 
1821, 22, and 23? Will you or can you forget thu 
beneficent bounties and benefits of that God, of thsit 
nation that admitted and encouraged your settlement ? 
Are you ready and ^mlling to permit tiiat your country- 
i)[ien, your friends, even your kindred shall hurl defiance 
at the Government, and destruction on your families? 
Or will you miite as one man and use those ezertioitf 
which honorable and high-minded feeling suggest, and 
cause a return to theur homes and to their duties of our 
^unfortunate and misguided fellow citizens? A crisis 
has now arrived ! all must be up and a doing ! Govem- 
tnent calls upon us ! It is our duty to obey the call ! 
acts and not words are now wanting, and the only way 
for us to convince the Government that we are net 
directly opposed to it is now for every man to be found 
attentive to its call and ready at his post. 

And by all bemg united we may yet ward off the evil 
that threatens not only those who unfortunately are in 
arms, but ourselves^^because if the Government be con- 
vinced that we are^ in rebellion, ere harvest time, this our 
delightful country will be filled with troops ; let us ward 
'off this evil ; let us for a while quit our homes, and by 
*our promptness convince the Gt>vemment that we are 
MGaithful, and by* this «we will do much to serve ^rxt 
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hoettireii who ajre erroneously m arms. ^TUb mi of old ^ 
thai (me juat man Baved Nineveh, imd it may be equally 
tree, tkat iixe mass of &e colony by uniting and adi^nng 
totiie Government may save all the rest ..; 

A general call is made ! All ! all are wanted !— 
Sid it is better to sacrifice a little than to jeopardize all. 
On Saturday, the 7th of July, a general meeting will be 
held at this place, and all who can, should come. The 
Ayimtamiento had a meetmg to-day, at which the chief 
of this department presided, he is our friend, and we 
must not lose his friendship by lukewarm and pusilam^ 
mous conduct. We must be men, and think and act as 
men. 

A resolution was adopted by the Ayuntamiento, a copy 
<rf wMch accompanies this address. Let your move* 
ments be prompt and rapd, and join and unite with us, 
heart and hand to save the colony and our fellow citizens 
from impending ruin, and let our children have the 
happiness in after ages of the country, of looking upon 
&eir forefathers as among the men who, in 1832, saved 
the country from the terrible effects of anarchy and 
confusion, and the destruction which both threatened it 
with. We are lespectfully, 

Your fellow eitizejM, 

H. Ghrisman, Alcalckj 
Sam. W. Williams, Sec^ry^ 
The people all with one consent obeyed this call, and 
<m the 7 th of July, a meeting was held at San Felipe de 
Austin* We there decided the course adopte I by our 
ketiuren to be rebellion against the Government, which 
^ had vnQim to protect, and that immediate stops moat 
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* be taken to queS the spirit of rebellicm ! We deter 
jmned to sei^d tlie Govenmient troops to Matamong, 

^partly by land and partly by sea. The flag x£ liberty 
^, ,was raised, and we declared ourselves in fwur of Santa 
Anna and the Constitution of 1824. 

I fear the only good resultmg from thi», will he to jmt 
off the evil day. I do not think the Mexicans will erer 
be satisfied to see us thriving and prospering. They 
seem to fear, that we shall some day become too strong 
for them, and they wi^ to bind us while they sre able. 
But I will endeavor to hope for better things, and think 
that Mexico will not again encroach upon our rights. 
Affectionately, your friend, 

W. B. P. 

I 

I ' ^ -" 



! 



^ LETTER XVII. 

Colorado Bivery Fexas^ 

October 31, 1834. 

Dbab Friend : — Since I last wrote you, all has be«i 
tolerably quiet in Texas, though we have been constantly 
expecting some new form of oppression to appear to us. 
The United States oT Mexico have been constantly 
'revolutioniking during the past two years. One State 
after another has been brought under oppression, and 
we are expecting out time will soon come. We feel 
^little like doing anything, not knowing one day what 
^e nmt will bring forth. When we lay our heads upos 
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tmt piHows at nigkt, we kno^ not but we shkfi be cilM 
upon before morning to yield np onr trmg. AH i$^ 
imcertaiatjl all is doubt. Sometimes the piurty m. 
favor of tbe Oonstitntion of 1824, has been uppermodt^ 
and sometimes die one in favor of a Central Government. 
Though all has been quiet here it has been that stillness 
which precedes a storm. We have seen the war clouds 
gathering thickly around us, and know that they will 
soon break in fury upon our heads. But the storm will 
not come unexpected ! we are prepared for it andisbalL 
be ready to meet it ! We still cling to the Constitulion. 
rf 1824, and if the other party keep the rule, as there 
19 now no doubt it will, we shall not long remain in the. 
enjoyment of peace. 

Some time in the last year, we elected Stephen F. 
Austin, Senator to the Congresa of Mexico, and sent 
him to the city of Mexico, Tyran being at that time 
President of the-Republic. Soon after Austin arrived' 
in that country, Santa Anna succeeded in putting down 
Tyran and took the Presidential chair, at the same time 
declaring himself in favor of a Central Government, 
x?hich was immediately formed. Austin, our Senator, 
had sustained Santa Anna and the Constitution of 1824, 
uid when the fickle President changed his views, he. 
still retained his former.- opinion in direct opposition to. 
Santa Anna, and for this he was taken up and east into 
prison. 

Santa Anna now sent troops to those States which, 
sffl continued in favor of the Constitution ot 1824, 
^^ning with Zacatecas and disarmed them one by one«. 

On, reQQiying information of Austin's imprisonment^ 
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•idiliat <ihe ahiUtioiis Saata Anna hai&wmm^tXMkt 
Mexioan States, our own excepted, and waa rolmg m 
IHetator, our fears greati; increased. We inunediatdy 
gatiiered together, and tried. ^MlHrik of flome way, bj 
whi^ we might-Hb^^fate Austin* Majij ways were pro* 
pesed, discussed, and then lai(£ aside as impracticaUe. 
We decided at one time, to send two or three men to 
Mexico, with a petition for hi» release ; if we failed in 
this manner to eSi&ct his liberation, we thought we would 
send on an armed force and release him in that way. 
How we shall get him ou* of prison is as yet unknown 
to us, but we are determined to free him, if at the risk 
of our lives. Austin rm bound to us by many and strong 
ties, and we cannot bear that he should suffer in prison. 
He is our empresarie, the one who settled us here ; a 
friend whom we hare looked to for counsel in war and 
m peace. He has cared for us, as a father cares for 
hsB children ; he h^s endured with us trials, privations, 
and hardships I He has shown a deep interest in our 
welfare, has rejoiced in the season of our prosperity, 
and befriended us in adversity, and we are determined 
lie shall be free; that he shall not long be an inmate of 
a Mexican prison, if any means in our power can pre- 
vent it. We do not fear Santa Anna ; we expect soon 
to be called upon by him, to yield up our arms. But 
this we will never do ! If the worst comes upon us, I 
do not doubt ttiat the other Mexican States which Santa 
Anna has disarmed, will come f(»rward and ^in us, 
when fhey see that we are determined to cling to the 
Did Constitution. 
Itdd you timt now all was peace and tranouility^ but 



uenasBS wkou nxA& 15% 

bat to ufly who liave alwayabeen in e<»amotioB from ^ 
time vheii we first settled here, and in daily expectatixm 
of something worse, it seems like peace. We are, in 
our minds, like the briny deep, when the tempest is for 
a short time hushed ; compared with the time when the 
tempest was ra^g fiercely and wildly, all is quiet, but 
still its deep bosom heares, its waves toss about, billows 
roll up and break tiieir white crested heads ; the waters 
are troubled and restless ; above hangs a dark cloud 
XQ<»re fearful than the first, which threatens at every 
moment to break upon the weary mariner with, all its 
fury. S^ ig^, Texas at the present time^ The first storm 
(£ Mexicaiffiirtath is lulled ; but the Indians, who have 
ever been .<^ ^emies, still continue to amaoy us. They 
are constantly Qsming in from every side and committing 
depredation^.} The Cherokees have lately received a 
grant of landmen the north of us, from the Me^can 
government, lSi)$^ the Whacos and Towaconies are 
residing above us^ the Camanches west of us, and the 
Lapuns whom the Mexicans.. can send. in at any time to 
umoy, dwell upon omcrfroniier. .Wdreitnot for the 
constant expectation of something far mpre^dreadful, we 
should consider the incursions of ^these aiifvage tribes, as 
no small mdestiUion. But they seldom come in and 
^ve us battle ; they will fall upon small parties of jnen, 
and kill them, and also steal our horsos^^dw^attle. 
Indeed, such a ddng as being firee from the^aosMtations 
of Indkuis, has never been known in the history of 
Texas, and doubtless^ will not be known for many years 
to come. 
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. A lAort time rince, a {em of our young men started!^ 
to go up to the head waters of the Colorado and Brazos- 
rivers to examine a large rook of metal, which has for 
many years been considered a wonder. It is supposed 
to be platinum^ The Indians have held it sacred for 
centuries, and go there once a year to worship it. They 
will not permit>any white person to approach it. It is 
v€ry large, and<stands isolated in a plain. It is almost 
impossible to make' any impression upon it with chisel or 
hammers. When struck, it gives forth> a clear, rinpng- 
sound, which can be heard for miles around. A gentle- 
man by the name of Brown, from Missouri, thought 
from the information he had obtained from some old 
hunters, tiiat he eoidd find it ; so he* and Mr. Thomas 
Jamison made up a party and set out in search of it. 
They succeeded in finding it, but were unable to break 
off any specimens' of it to bring home. On their way 
home, the Indiaais discovered them, and mistrusting that 
they had visited tbe roek, attacked them, killed some, 
and took one prisoner; tbe otiiers made their escape, 
and after many days-of toil and fatigue, succeeded in 
reaching home; Tbe one who was taken prisoner, was 
a&erwards brought by the Indians into the fnmtier 
settlements on the Brazos, and there sold to the settlers. 
Brequently women and children who have been captured^ 
by the Indians have been taken into the frontier settto* 
ments of the United States, and there sold ; and ihus^. 
after a long time, they get restored to their fri^ds. 
Your aSecti<»iate friend, 

W. B. Ik 
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BTTER XVni. 

Colwmbui^ Colorado County^ Texan^ \ 
Ded^mber 25, 1836. ) • 

Beab Frienb : — ^Tou will undoubtedly feel somewhat 
•cmrprised to see this letter dated at Columbus ; but, my 
dear fnend, wonders will come. For a long time I have 
lived in a remote part of Austin county, and quite -a 
distsmce from any town, and I have for this reason, 
never dated letters at any other place than Colorado 
river. But as settlers are constantly coming in and 
iocating on the Colorado and Brazos rivers, a petition 
was made during the past summer to the Ayun- 
tamiento to divide the county. This petition was 
granted. The county of Colorado lies on both sides of 
the Cdorado river, in one of the richest and most fertile 
tracts of land in Texas. A town has been located and 
laid out on the west bank of the river for a county seat, 
and named Columbus. It is beautifully situated in the 
bend of the river, or rather nearly out of the bend. 
From the site of the town across to the other end of the 
bend, it is eight hundred yards, and around it by the river 
it is thirteen miles. The town lot itself is a beautiful 
grove of live oaks. It blufe on to the river, which flows 
-<m in a clear and rapid course to the bay of Matagorda. 
The town is situated about seventy-five miles from the 
bay, just above the level portion of Texas, and hardly in 
•the rolling portion. On the opposite bank of the river 
i.a dense forest of timber, whjich, in jtbe summer 
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BeftsOQ, will render the sitnadoii of our town rerjr 
romantic. No building has as yet been commenced, on 
account of the unsettled state of the country. But if I 
lire to see Texas thriving and prosperous agsdn, and in 
a peaceful state, I shall also trust to see Columbus a 
flouri3hing town. The Colorado is a stream capable of 
being navigated as high up as this {dace, and as the 
country around is exceedingly rich and feriile, Colum- 
bus will no doubt some time be a place of considerable 
importance. 

When I last wrote you, I told you that although all 
was then quiet, we were daily expecting a rupture. We 
have since realised all that we then feared. The Mexi- 
can Government for a long time detained Austin in prison 
and continued to encroach upon our rights and liberties, 
until at last, in September of this year, an armed force 
arrived on the Gaudalupe river, opposite Gonzales, to 
demand our arms. They first demanded of us a cannon 
which the Mexican Government had loaned us to protect 
tiie frontier settlements. The citizens of Gonzales 
replied to them that the Alcalde, Mr. Ezekiel Willianm, 
was at that time from home, that they could not give up 
the cannon without his permission, but if they would 
remain where they then were till his return, he would 
give them an answer. To tins they agreed ! A runner 
was immediately despatched to tibe Colorado witii the 
news. A number of men instantly started from this 
settlement for Gonzales, at which place we arrived on 
the third day after the Mexican army arrived. We found 
quite a number of Texans had reached the place before 
us, and under the command of Cols. J. W. £, WaUaee 



<«Dd, Joka H. Moore, had commeBoed driUIag and majk- 
bg preparatioiis for battle. The people of Gonsales 
kept tike Mexican anny quiet for three days by teUi^ 
them the Alcalde had not returned. On the morning 
of the fourth day they informed the Mexican commander 
that the Alcalde had arrived and decided not to give up 
the cannon, if they wished it they must .fight for it. The 
Mexican officer made answer, &at they would not leave 
without the cannon, and-weiiad better .giire it up, far 
they intended to have it. 

During the followingr ni^t. all our army, crossed the 
river, taking the cannon with us, and drew up as near 
418 possible to tiie Mexicans, being secreted by the tim- 
ber. Here we lay till morning ! At daybreak on the 
morning of the second of October, we had our m€0 
arranged, and sent out a fiag^or the^^purpose. of holding 
a conversation with the Meidcan officer, v CoIs.'WaUaae 
and Moore went out with an .interpreter, to converse 
•with him ; the interpreter informed him that we were 
4n favor of the Constitution of 1824, that we should not 
^ve up the cannon, that if he would like he could ym 
OS and hold his command in the army, or if he did not 
wish to do that, he must return without the cannon, or 
take it by force of arms. The Mexican made answer, 
that he was himself in favor of the Constitutic^n of 1824, 
but he was sent there by command of the Central 
Government, and it would.be -as* much as his life was 
worth to fight for Ihe Constitution of 1824, and he 
should not return without the cannon. Up<m this 
x)ur officers bade him good morning, and retumeil 
onuuediately.to the.army. .We >vere instantly ordered 
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10 &6 npoa the Mesdeans! this we did, putSng tikem to 
• £ght. We then re-crossed tlie rir^r to Oonzaker. At 
^t place ' we remsdned fire or six days, constantly 
receiving reinforcements from the cowntry. While in 
Gonaales we were much cheered and gladdened by the 
return of our Senator, Stephen F. Austin, who had 
made his escape from prison. During our stay in Gron- 
zales, there was a battle fought between the Mexicans 
and Texans at La Bahia, in which the Texans were 
victorious and took the town. Just before attacking 
the Fort at Goliad (La Bahia), as the Texans were 
marching down the San Antonio river, from the upper 
to the lower crossing of the same, about midnight, they 
tmexpectedlj came upon Benjamin R. Milam, who had 
lately been a prisoner in Mexico. Col. Milam readily 
joined the Texans, and was the foremost to enter the 
enemy^s quarters. This gentleman has for a number of 
years been a resident of Mexico, find of late has been 
confined as a prisoner in that country. He at last by 
some means succeeded in escaping from prison and got 
into Texas. He knew nothing ^f the revolution in Texas, 
until informed of it by the 8(4diers by wiiom he was 
discovered. 

Preparations were instantly made for the war, which 
we felt was already upon us; While we were busy in 
Gonaales preparing for more active exertions in the 
tented field, the Camanche Indians came down with a 
coMiderable force near the town and committed some 
depredations. Col. Burleson went out with a party of 
soldiers, attacked the Indians, took one of them prisoner 
*«Dd brought him into camp. After having reoeired 
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flittforcementSt aad listeiied ie aeveral Bpeeohef finom 
JKey. Dr^ Simth, Bobert WilHamson, sod Cob. .Wallaee 
ttjd Moore, -^n tbe «ibject of war,, we elected Stephen 
F. Austin, Colonel, aad J<flin H. Moore, lieutenant 
C^onel, besides othcir x^fficers, and took up our line <^ 
march for Bexar. We enotipped on the Salado : the 
day after our arrival at that place, Gen. Burleson and 
Col. Wallace went up to the powder house with seventy- 
five men ; thej were there met by the Mexican cavahy 
with whom they had a slight skirmish ; no lives were 
lost., 

A few days after this, a part of the Texan army 
commanded by Cols. Fannin luid Bowie, marched over 
on the San Antonio river, below the town, to the mission 
Conception, where they were met by a large body of 
the Mexican force ) the engagement was very severe ; 
when the battle was <ever one hundred and four of the 
Mexicans lay stretched in desth on the bloody field; 
on the part of the Texans but one, the brave and 
▼ell beloved Bichard Andrews, was killed. Andrews 
recmed a mortal wound from a grape shot in the early 
part of the action, which cut him nearly half in two. 
He instantly placed his hands over the wound, and, 
taming to his companion in arms, said, '^ I am a dead 
man, but don't let the boys know it; tell them to fight 
bravely.'' Having sjdd this he laid himself down and 
immediately expired. 

The next day after the battle of the Conceptions, we 
marched up to the head waters of the San Antonio 
river, about two miles abdve the town, smi there 
^encamped. While we were encamped there our mes 
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'had seTeral skirmishes with the Meneans fhra^ 1MO9 
^ them proved serioas. Oar Commander, Col. Austis,' 
now told us that business g£ importance ^eompeUed tin 
• to resign his commission and retnm to his^ cokmj. Bs 
resignation was accepted, thongfa with sincere regret, 
*and CoL Edward ^Burieson was elected in hia place. 
Skirmishes were >now frequent, and some o£ them veiy 
severe ; among these was the grass £ght ; sereral of the 
Mexicans were killed and a few of the Texans ; quite a 
4»imber were wounded on botb sides. A brisk cannon- 
ade was kept up both bj Mexicans and Texans. At 
length Col. Burleson-^came to the conclusion ihsi he 
•would force his waydnto town. *Thisvhe<did in the 
night. We entered the town on ihe meming of the 
fifth of December and^took possession of the Yeramendi 
house, and the north part ef*^ the town in which the 
Yeramendi house is situated. Our riflemen were now 
so situated that they could fire upon the Mexicans as 
they came up to their cannon ; so they did us but little 
injury, and, at length we. got poss^ssicHi (rf a part of their 
cannon. Soon after we came, into the town, on the 
tenth day of the month, the Mexicans surrendered the 
town and army to the Texans. The Mexican army 
-was permitted to retire from town and take away all 
tiieir munitions of war, on condition that they would 
never fight against any of the Texan forces any more. 
It gives me pain to mention that the brave and noble 
hearted Col. Milam was killed at the taking of Saa 
Antonio, by receiving a musket ball in his head. A 
great many of the Mexicans were killed ; The Texaal 
austained a loss of comparatively fewizummber. 
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Tke army elected Barret Travis, lieutenant Colonel 
Commaxidant, and after leainng him in possession of a 
part of the army, the rest dispersed to their homes, 
Cd. Travis with Cols. Crockett and Bowie now forti- 
fied themselves in the Alamo for the purpose of keeping 
possession of the town. 

Our army owe many thanks to the brave inhabitants 
of San Antonio, who, although native Mexicans, still 
ranked themselves on the side of liberty, and fought 
bravely with the Texan forces. Were all the Mexicans 
soch ardent lovers of liberty as the citizens of San 
Antonio, we should not now be left to fight our batties 
alone. A gloomy future lays spread out before us. 
We know not what success will attend our arms. We 
are but a mere handful of men to fight against a 
powerful nation. But we are determined that we will 
not submit to the will of a tyrant. Bom and bred in a 
boasted land of freedom, where the bright sun of Uberty 
ever sheds his benignant rays full upon us, we cannot, 
we will not bow beneath the scepter of a despot. We 
will be free or lose our lives in fighting for our freedom. 

Truly yours, 

"W. B. D. 
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LETTER XIX. 



Columhus^ Texas^) 
Mat, 15, 1836. 1 

Dear Friend : — ^Happy, indeed, ought I to be ia 
being pennitted once more to address you. Since I 
have seen you, long years have passed away, and Time 
has brought upon me carking scares. I little dreamed 
when I last stood by your side and received from you a 
partmg blessing, that it would be my lot to pass through 
80 many and such varied dbanges. How little do we 
know what is before us. My path has been through 
storms and strife ever since I first landed in Texas. 
While young in years, Texas has been cast upon 
her own resources. Sixteen years ago there was no 
white settlement in this beautiful country- Now we 
hj^ve freed ourselves from the rod of oppression and 
established our own independence. 

In October of last year each jurisdiction selected 
two delegates to be sent to San Eelipe de Austin for 
the purpose of advising ways and means for the safety 
-of Texas and the prosecution of the war. These 
•delegates apointed a General Council, who selected 
Henry Smith Governor, and James W. Robinson lieu- 
tenant Governor, of Texas. The Governor and Council 
formed, what was termed, the Provisional Government 
of Texas, which was established Nov. 13, 1836. The 
-first act of any importance passed by the Provisional 
vGxxvernment was the £usj)ension of the functions of ftU 
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Band Commissioners, Empresaries, SunrejorSi and all' 
persons concerned in the location of land. 

Bat now comes a period of painful interest in ihd 
Itistorj of our beloved land ; this was truly a ^^ time that 
tried men*8 souls.*' We had not only the Mexicans to 
contend with, but now, as if to humble us, and lead us 
to not put confidence in ourselves, there was a rupture 
broke out between* our own people, whom it should 
seem, ought to cling to each other with a stronger 
tenacity, now that we^ are oppressed and at war with 
those who ought to protect us. The Council appointed 
a committee called the Vigilance of Safety to act for • 
the Council. In November funds to the amount of five 
hundred dollars were received from Tennessee for tile 
use of the army. The committee resolved that this-- 
money should* be appropriated to the payment of the 
members of the Council, while the Governor determined 
it to be for the purpose for which it was intended. 
This and some other differences caused the Governor to 
make a communication to the Council, which so exas- 
perated that body, that the committee to whom the- 
communication was referred made report as follows*:. 

% the Honorable^ the General Council for the Pfovir 
atonal Gf-ovemment of Texas : 

Tour Special Committee to whom was referred the 
communication of Governor Smith, report, 

That they are unable to express any other views to 
the House than indignation at language so repulsive to 
every moral feeling of an honorable man, and astonish- 
)Qient that this communi^v could have been so misejrabljL- 
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Hemhed in leleotmg for the ]dgh office of GeTemot 
a man whose langaage aod conduct pcove his etrlj 
habits of association to have been vulgar and depraved, 
tkvd his present disposition that of a disorgaoizer and a 
tyi^ant: that they repel the infamous charges preferred 
against the Council and its members as false and 
unfounded in every part, and condemn ihe style and 
language as low, blackguardly, and vindictive, and ia 
every way unworthy of and disgraceful to the officer 
whence it emanated, and as an outrageous libel on the 
b(tiy to whom it was addressed ; and therefore advise 
the return of the paper, accompanied by the following 
resolutions : — 

Ibt. Resolved, that the members of the General 
Council are the immediate representatives of the sove- 
reign people and are charged with the safety of the 
country and amenable only to the people for the faithful 
discharge of their duties. 

2nd. Resolved, that each member individuiJly and 
as a body collectively will sustain, at all hazards, the 
dignity of this Government, and the rights of the good 
citizens of Texas whom they have the honor to repre- 
sent. 

8rd. Resolved, That Henry Smith, Governor of the 
^ Provisional Government of Texas, be ordered, forthwith, 
to cease all the functions of his office, and be held to 
answer to the General Council upon certain charges and 
specifications preferred against him, agreeably to the 
provisions of the 4th section of the Organic Law of the 
Provisional Government of Texas, as adopted in Con- 
vention on the 13th of November, A. D.^ 1835, and 
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Att a oopy of said charges and specifieaiions be Air&idied 
to the Grovemor, Henry Smidi, within twenty-four hoars 
itom tins time. 

4th. Resolved, That the Secretary of the Executive 
be forthwitii notified of these resolutions and that he be ^ 
held responsible to tiie General Council of the "Pt&n^ 
nonal Government of Texas for every and all records, 
documents, and archives of his office. 

5th. Resolved, That the Treasurer, GommandiEg 
General, foreign agents, and all other officers of tids 
Qovemment, be notified of the suspension of Henry 
Smith of the powers and functions of Governor by ^he 
representatives of the people of Texas in General 
Council assembled, and that they and every one of tltem 
hold themselves respectively subject to the orders ind 
directions of the Lieutenant Governor as actnig Governor 
and to the General Council aforesaid. 

6th. Resolved^ That a committee be appointed to 
draft an address to the people of Texas, setting forth 
the circumstances and the reasons which compel the 
Representatives in General Council to adopt these 
measures. 
Bead and unanimously adopted, Jan. 11th. 1836. 
R. R. RoTALL, Chairmanj 
Alexander Thomson, 
Clarbornb West, 
J. D. Clements, 
John M'Mullin. 
To pve you a further idea of what the committee 
were doing, I will send you a copy of the following 
niolutions; — 
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Vo the Eoncrable the General Council cf* Hit Pftw^. 
mnaH Chvemnunt of Tezcu^ 

Yonr Committee to whom was recommitted the reso-. 
lations of the committee on milittry affairs, eontemplatbg 
the appointment of J. W. Fannin Jr. and F. M. Johnson, 
as ^t|^ta clothed* with .certain powers for collecting and 
coikceutrating volunteer troops for carrying into efifoet 
the intended plan of operations, in. the descent upon 
Mataan^raSy^as designed by the Brovisional Government 
of Texas,, in consequence of Mr.. Johnson declining to 
act, as agent, for reasons submitted by himself and 
enti|«ly satisfactory to this Council, your Committee 
repd-t for the consideration of this House the foUowii^ 
rosolutions. 

IfiT. Be it resolved, by the General Coujicil of the 
Provisional Government of Texas, that J. W. Fannin, Jr. 
be and is hereby appointed and empowered as an agent 
for and in behalf of the Provisional Government d 
Texas, to raise, collect and concentrate at or as near 
the Port of Copano as convenience and safety will 
admits all volunteer troops willing to enter into an 
expedition against Matamoras, wherever they maj he- 
found; at the mouth of the Brazos, city of Bexar, or 
elsewhere ; whether in Texas or arriving in Texas ; and 
when thus collected, audi concentrated, to report either 
to the Commanding General or to the Governor and 
Council as he may prefer, agreeably to the 7th section of 
an* ordinance and decree, passed on the fifth December,. 
1835, for raising an auxiliary corps to the regular army;: 
and continue to report from time to time as the expe-^ 
dition may progress. 
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2nd. Be it further resolved by the authority afore- 
"uidf that the said agent, J. W. Fannin, Jr., he and is 
hereby authorized and empowered to call upon Thomas 
H. McKinney, the general agent, storekeeper, or sup- 
plymg officer of the Government, for the proper and 
necessary munitbns of war, the usual supply of pro- 
visions apportioned to number and rank^ and the means 
of transportation thereof, and of the troops aforesaid, 
and said agent's receipts shall be respected hj tke 
Oovemment, j 

8rd. Be it further resolved by the authority afore- 
said, that the said agent, J. W. Fannin, Jr.^ be and is 
hereby authorized and empowered to negotiate a loan 
of three thousand dollars, at not more than ten per cent, 
interest, to be paid out of the first moneys or the first 
money, which shall come into the treasury of Texas, not 
otherwise especially appropriated at this date. 

4th. Be it further resolved by the authority aforesaid^ 
that, on the concentration of the volunteer troops as 
aforesaid, an election for commander and other officers, 
shall be made agreeably to the law regulating the auxil 
iary and volunteer corps, as referred to in section first 
<of these resolutions. 

5th. Be it further resolved by the authority aforesaid, 
that after the agent of the Government aforesaid, J. W. 
faniun, Jr., shall have raised, collected, and concen- 
taited the said volunteer troops, that he shall make a 
descent upon Hatamoras, if he deems it practicable to 
(take said place, or such other pomt or place as i^e said 
.l^nt may deem proper. 

^^lOL. Be it further resolved by the authority afor^said^ 
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that the Aforesaid agent, J* W. Faimin, Jf., jdiall be 
authorized and empowered to appomt such special agent 
(NT. agents under him as he shall deem necessary to can^ 
into effect the object of these resolutions, and to delegate 
to sxktih special agent or agents such powers in writing, 
as he may think proper and not inconsistent witii the 
-powers of his own agency. 

7th. Be it further resolved by the authority aforesaid, 
that J. W. Fannin, Jr., shall be furnished with a copy 
of the foregoing report and resolutions duly certified, 
immediately upon their passage. 

Read, amended, and adopted, January 7th, 1836. 

Resolvedy That all public printers of the Provimonal 
Government be notified, not to printer publish anymore 
documents of any description upon the credit of said 
Oovemment after the 11th instant, coming in any way 
from Henry Smith, the late Governor, as no accounts 
for such printing will be acknowledged by the General 
Council, and that James W. Robinson, now the acting 
Governor, will be the executive medium of communica- 
tion, and ordered that the printer be required to print 
this resolution. 

Passed by the treneral Council of the Provirional 
Government of Texas at San Felipe de Austin. 

John M'Mullin, 
President pro tern, of the Q-eneral Council. 

Edw. B. Wood, See*ry pro tem.j ^c. 
January 13th, 1836. 

In order that you may get some idea of the charges, 
as preferred against Governor Smitii, by the Genenl 
CoBiimltl willsend you anextraot of the address drafted 



*y the coimmttee to the p^opte 6f l^exas, setting forth 
their reasons for adoptmg sttch measures as \lhej did 
'against his Excellency. 

TO THE PEOPLE 6F TEXAS. 

When, in the execution of delegated powers, the 
rejMresentatives of a sovereign people are urged to the 
•necessity of adopting harsh measures to protect the 
interests of their country and save her from aHaithy, it 
becomes their duty to their constituents, to' Explain to 
them the circumstances under which they have acted, 
and the in^flSciency of a milder course. Under these 
-considerations* and a full sense of the high responsibility 
irestiBg upon them, the representatives of the people of 
'Te2ca8 in Oener&l Council assembled, chosen and dele- 
cted to guard' lier rights and interests in her present 
embarrassed and* critical situation, are painfully com- 
pelled to disclosef to their constituents, and to the world, 
occurrences as unlooked'for as they are to be deplored 
and regretted. In a government like ours, formed in the 
present emergencies, hastily organized,' and at a time 
irhen confusion and disorder' prevailed throughout our 
oppressed land, it could not' be expetted that perfect 
iwinony and concord would characterize all the acts of 
all its departments, or entire satisfaction could be given 
by all its legislations ; but it was at least to have been 
hoped, and the hope was fondly cherished by the mem- 
bers* of this Council, as well as by all patriots, that by 
mutual compromises and a general spirit of concession, 
4he present necessities of our beloved country, could be 
answered. All immediate self interest we endeavored 
' io«discard, all private ambition and4ndividuaVjealou8i^ 
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to sacrifice on the altar of our ' couutrj, luid niiite Tk 
fraternal council to promote and advance the genend 
"weal. That this department of the Government has m 
far succeeded in their adherence to their principles, we 
-appeal to our public acts, and to all who have witnessed 
•our deliberations. When complaints have been made te 
us of our acts, we have endeavored calmly and conat 
erately to revise our conduct, and correct, so far as we 
^re able, all errors and inconsistencies. With the other 
•department of the Provisional Government, we have 
endeavored to co-operate in the same spirit of concee- 
sion, and allowance for all errors and misconceptions, 
and to avert the present lanentable state of affairs, has 
been our constant and unremitting care; but unfo^ 
tunately for the country, it was not to be prevented. 
From the very organization of the Government, we ha?« 
witnessed with the deepest regret and most pjunfol 
apprehensions, the disposition of that department to 
^abridge the powers of the General Council, which were 
designed as a check upon usurpation, and to assume to 
itself the provinces of both departments. The Execu- 
tive has from time to time communicated his advice to 
the Council, which it has always received with that 
deference due to the office from which it came, and has 
maturely weighed and deliberated upon the same. But 
when the Council has adopted the measures recom- 
mended by him in his message, he has withheld or 
delayed his signature to their ordinances, or neglected 
to comply with their requisitions, at other times he has 
transcended all authoiity violating the orgamc law, 
iformed and enacted bjr ithe people's own immediatt 



BepuUfean principles of tbe Constitat^a of 18&^, ^tkkb 
be bus solemiify swoni to support^ and has isiptited to 
(be CooDcil ilie ovils r^iilting from his aim aetgi He 
his Msamed the right rf appointmg and commissicming, 
mid hag 80 appointed and commisaioned^ private indind- 
oakr to take the command c^ mmies, wUhout the consent 
or adyice of the Council, and in direct violation essA eofi- 
tradiction of the organic law of the convention to which 
he owes his official existence. 

After the reduction of Bexar the volunteer troops 
b^Dg idle fntidn oar boundary, numbers diuly crossing 
in to. our assistance from the Umted States of the 
North, and the country not affording the meims of 
•npportmg item; it was thought advisable by the 
Council, and the Government so advised them, to keep 
the war without our territories, &^ to have tbe v<^un.- 
teers actively and profitably employed. For that 
■purpose the Council authorized Col. J. W. Fannin, jr., 
to eidist volunteers, hold an election of officers ; and 
tiie army when raised and organized, to make a descent 
UrponMatamoras, specifying ttie manner and prescribing 
the limits (^ Col. Fannin's action as the agent fertile 
Government for that especial purpose ; for which they 
received from tiie Governor, the vilest and most uncouth 
aaathema, couched in the most vulgarly abu^ve 
language, charing them with appointing a generalissimo 
with plenary powers to conduct a , plundering and 
ttuurauding expedition, and wishing ihem to join witii a 
piratical eo-operation; while he himself, without the 

Jidme^ cmsenty ti knowledge of the Cotincil, and plaii^ 
15 
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ok) palpably m violaAioii of tfio ^rgaiile law, wUehlie 
kuoeqiUTOcailj sipom 4o dHey, kad just giyen to JamM 
Bowie, not haoim to tlie Govamment as an o£Bctr of 
any raak wkateii^ri orden through the Commander h 
Chief to raise an army, and proceed against Matamoiias; 
thud endeayoruigi by misrepresentations and fake 
charges against the Council, to excite public indignatkn 
against them, and diyert, if possible, their attention from 
his own headlong and lawless course, trampling hw 
under his feet, disregarding his official oath, and breaking 
up tiie foundatbns of Goyemment. 
f He charges the Council with joining with the exf^ 
dition against Matamoras a piratical co-operati<m. Bj 
this he means the purchase of the schooner Invincible, 
and the appointing of Thomas F. McKinny, (whose 
patriotism he highly commends in his message to the 
Council,) to the command for the purpose of attacking 
and taking, if possible, the ^' Montezuma," a Mexican 
Tcssel now in Galveston, which has been cruising about 
our coast to annoy and capture vessels coming into our 
ports, and intercept the importation into Texas of men, 
munitions of war, and supplies for our armies. It was 
for the purpose of capturing, ijF possible, this vessel, and 
for the further purpose of protecting our conmierce and 
obstructing that of the 'enemy, that the Council authoriaed 
the purchase and equipment for flervice of the schooner 
Invincible ; a measure recommended bj Gov. Smith, 
in his communications to the Council. 

All these acts of stubbomess and pervarseness were 
not sufficient to gratify his tiiirst for sok 4ominion and 
arbitrary sway of the land. His dignity was insulted 
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ti<^ He becanle ln«re aad more r^fstlesa until enragett' 
at Hie plresumpfioii of the CoimcU^ in the exercise of « 
constitational right, a^d in confermitj TPnlh the true 
mtetegls of the conntrj, !to pass an ordinance aid 
decree by a constitutional majority after it had been 
vetoed by ** EBs Excelknoy "-^he ignites-r-his fury in 
a blaze consumed his prudence (what he had), be orders 
the Council to disperse, shuts the doors of communica- 
tion between the two departments and proclaims himself 
the Q-ovemment.^^ 

Such are the charges which tiie eomtnittee of the Gene« 
ral Council brought against our Govemor,.and for whick. 
they £Lttempted ta put him out of office. In this attempt 
they failed. I will not pretend to justify » Ctevemor! 
Smith fully, though I think the proceedings of the GeiH 
eral Council against him imjust. 'Goyemor Smith is an 
exceedingly gentlemanly person, and one who alw^s 
appeared to me to have the good vof his eoontry ab 
heart. 

The Consultation had decreed en the 11th December, 
1835, a bounty of six hundred and forty acres of land 
to each volunteer, which bounty they increased on the 
loth of December^ by the addition of one hundred and 
sixty acres. This bounty is to be given to the heirs or 
legal representatives of the volunteer in case of his 
death in the service. 

The several counties now held meetings to discusf^' 
wliether we should hold to the G(mstitution of 1824, or 
iknefare oar indejpendence as a nation. It was at l^agj^ 
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deeided to infttnict the GoiumltAiion lAidi had a^cmnied 
from San Felipe' de Austin to meet at Waslungton Ihe 
first daj of Marcht 1836, to make a dechuration of Inde- 
pendence, and frame a new Constitaia<xi for the BepoMk 
of Texas. On the second daj of March our Indepoi- 
dence was declared bj the delegates assembled at 
Washington, and a few days after a new Constita&m 
was formed. A copy of the Declaration of Indepenr 
dence I will send you, hoiong it may prove interesting 
to you. 

UNANIMOUS DBOLARATION OF IKDEPENDBNCl 

By the people of TexaSj in Q-enerdl Convention, 
at the town of WcuMngton, on the ueond day of 
March, 1886. 

When a goyernment has ceased to protect the lives, 
liberty, and property of the peqile^from whom its le^ti- 
mate powers are derived, and for the advancement (^ 
whose happiness it was instituted ; and so hx from 
being a guarantee for their inestimable and inalienable 
rights, becomes an instrument in the hands of evil 
rulers for their oppression. When ihe Federal Repub- 
lican Constitution of their country, which they have 
sworn to support, no longer has a substantial existence, 
and the whole nature of their Government has been 
forcibly changed, without their consent, from a restricted 
Federative Republic composed of Sovereign States to a 
consolidated Central Military despotism, in wluch every 
interest is disregarded but that of the army and priest- 
liood, both tiie eternal enemies of civil liberty, tiie ever 
ready minicms of power, and the usual instruments <^ 
^praats. When long afiter tiie spirit of the constitidiM 
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kus departed, moderation is at lengtii so far lost by those 
in power, that evcB the semblanee of freedom is removed, 
and the &nxis themselves of the Constitution discon- 
tinued, and so far from their petitions and remonstrances 
being regarded, the agents who bear them are thrown 
mto dungeons, and mercenary armies sent forth to force 
a new government upon them at the point of the 
bayonet. 

When, in consoquence of such acts of malfeasance 
and abduction on the part of the Government, anarchy 
prevails, and civil society is dissolved into its original 
elements, in such a crisis, the first law of nature, the 
right of preservation, and the inherent and inalienable 
right of the people to appeal to first principles and take 
their political afifairs into their own hands in extreme 
cases, enjoins it as a right towards themselves and as 
a sacred obligation to their posterity, to abolish such 
Government and create another in its stead, calculated 
to rescue them fcom impending dangers, and to secure 
their welfare and happiness. 

Nations as well as individuals are amenable for their 
acts to the public opinion of mankind. A statement of 
a part of our grievances is therefore submitted to an 
impartial world in justification of the hazardous but 
unavoidable step now taken of severing our political 
connection with the Mexican people, and assuming an 
independent attitude among the nations of the earth. 

The Mexican Government by its col<Huzation laws 
invited and bduced the Anglo-American population of 
Texas to cidonize its wUdemesa under the pledged fiuA 
of 4 vritten ConsUtutioQ, that they should contiaoe !• 
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' enjoy that constitutional liberty and repabUeaii finnn of 
Government to which they had been habituated in the 
land of their birth, the United States of America. 

In tiiis expectation they have been cmeliy dissp- 
pointed, inasmuch as the Mexican nation has acqmeseed 
in the late changes made in the Government by General 
Antonio Lopez Santa Anna, who, having overturned 
the Constitution of his country, now oflfers, as the cruel 
alternative, either to abandon our homes, acquired by 
so many privations, or submit to the most intoleraWe 
of all tyranny, the combined despotism of the sword and 
the priesthood. 

It hath sacrified our welfare to the State of Coahuila, 
by which our interests have becAContinually depressed, 
through a zealous and partial course of legislation^ car- 
ried on at a far distant seat of Government by a hostile- 
majority in. an unknown tongue, and this, too, notwith- 
standing we have petitioned in the humblest terms,, 
for ihe establishment of a separate State Government^ 
and have, in accordance with the provisions of the 
National Constitution, presented to the General Con- 
gress a Republican Constitution, which was without just 
cause contemptuously rejected. 

It incarcerated* in- a* dungeon for a long time one of 
our citizens, for no other cause but a zealous endeavcar 
to pocure the acceptance of our Constitution and the 
establishment of a State Government. 

It has fEuled and refused to secure on a firm basis 
the right of trial by jitry, that paUadium of civil liberty, 
Ikud only safe guarantee for the life, hberty, and prc^rty 
ii the oitijsens. 
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It hai fidled to establiA aoj public •yttem of i 
tion, althoogii possessed oi ahnost boundless resowoes, 
(the public domain,) and although it is an atiom in 
politieal science that unless a people are educated aad 
eiili^tened|. it is idle to expect the continuance of dril 
liberty or the ciq[>acit7 for self government* 

It has suffered the military commandants stationed 
among us to exercise arbitrary acts of oppression and 
tyranny, thus trampling upon the most saered ri^bte of 
the citizens^ and rendering the military superior to the 
dvil power- 
It has dissolved, by force of arms, the State Congress 
of Coahuila and Texas, and obliged our refMresentatiyes 
to fly for their lives from ihe seat of Government, thus 
depriving us of the fundamental political ri^ of repre* 
sentation. 

It has demanded the surrender of a number of our 
citizens, and ordered military detachments to seise and 
carry them into the interior for trial, in contempt of the 
civil authorities and in defiance of the laws and the 
Constitution,. 

It has made piratical attacks upon our commerce by 
conmussioning foreign desperadoes,, and authori&ng them 
to seize our vessels and ccmvey the property of our citi- 
zens to far distant ports^ for confiscation. 

It denies us the right c^ worshipping the Ahni^tty, 
accordmg to the dictates of our own conscience, by ^ 
Bopport of a NatipntJ B^^oii cahmlated to i»romote 
<he temporal interests of its humMi fimctionaries rathor 
<haa the gknry of the true andlrving Gtoi. 

It lam demambd us to deliver up our armairhidi uH 



V ' -'MntotS FROM TEXAS. 176 

' essential to ^ur defence ;^^&e rightM property of firee- 
men, and formidable otij to tyrannical governments. 

It has inraded oar country both by sea and bylandy 
Kfith &e intent to lay waste onr territory and drive oa 
from onr homes ; and has now a large mercenary army 
advancing to carry on against us a war of extermination. 
It has, through its emissaries, incited the merciless 
savages with the tomahawk and scalping-knife, to mas- 
sacre the inhabitants of our defenceless frontiers. 

It has been during the whole time ef our connection 
with it the contemptible sport and victim of successive 
ndlitarT' revolutions, and hath continually exhibited 
every characteristic of a weak, corrupt, and tyrannical 
Government. 

These and other grievances were patiently borne by 
the people of Texas until they reached that point at 
which forbearance ceases to be a virtue. We then 
took up ainfns in defence of the National Constitution. 
We appealed to our Mexican brethren for assistance : 
our appeal has been made in vain; though montlla 
have elapsed, no sympathetic response has yet been 
heard from the interior. We are, therefore, forced to 
the melancholy concksion, that the Mexiean* people 
have ac({niesoed mt the destruetioB of tlieir liberty 
and the substitution therefor of a military government; 
that they are tmfit to be free and are incapable of self- 
government. 

13ie neeeadty of self-pres^ration therefore decrees 
an eternal political separation. 

We, therefore, the Delegates with plenary powers cl 
ttM people of Texas in solemn ConvontioQ assunUed^ 
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«{>peaEng to a candid world &r the necessities of oar 
condition, do hereby resolye and declare tiiat our poUti- 
cal connection witii the Mexican Nation has forever 
ended, and that the people of Texas do now constitate 
a freCf savereiffn, and indepmdent Republic^ and are 
fidlj invested with all the rights and attributes which 
prq>erij belong to independent nations ; and conscions 
<tf tiie rectitude of our intentions, we fearlessly and 
confidentiy c<»nmit the issue to the decision of the 
Supreme Arbiter of tiie destinies of nations. 

BioHAED Ellis, President. 
Amtin. 

Thomas Bamett. 
Brazoria. 

Edwin Waller, 
J. S. D. Byrom. 

Antomo Navaro, 
Jesse D. Badgette. 
Colorado. 

William Menefee. 
Sabine. 

W. aark, Jr. 
Chmzales. 

Matt. GaldweU. ' 

CMiad. 

William Motiez. 

Harrisbwg. 

L. D. Zavabu 

Jasper. 

Stephen H. Everett. George W. Smitiu 



C. B. Stewart, 

Jas. CoUinsworth, 
Asa Brigham, 

Francisco Bms, 



William D. Lacy, 
James Giunes, 
John Usher, 



178 isnsftd V&6U, roAS. 

Jackson. . ' . 
Elijali Stapp, 
Jej^erson. . 
Clairbome West, William B. Seates. 

lAberty. 
M. B. Menard) A. B. Hardin. 

Matagordas. 
Bailey Hardiman. 
Mina. 
J. W. Buhton, Thos. J. Gazeley, 

B. M. Coleman. 
Nacogdoches, 
Robert Potter, Thomas Bosk, 

Chafl. S. Taylor, John S. Roherts. 

Red River, 

Robert Hamilton, CoUm McKmnee, 

Abb. W. Latimer. 

San Augustine. 

Austin Parmer, E. 0. Legrand, 

Stephen W. Blount. 



Syd. 0. Pennington, W. CarU Crawford. 

James Poorer, Sam. Houston, 

Dayid Thomas, Edward Conrad. 

San Patricio. 

John Turner; 

Washington. 
B. BriggB Goodrich, G. W. Bamett, 

•Jati&eg Gl Swisher. ' Jesse Giimet. 
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Daring Qie meeting of the Conirention the delegatefl 
jelected David G. Burnett to fill tlie Presidential chiur 
until another could be elected by the people. General 
Sam. Houston was also appointed Commanding G^^eral 
of all the Texan forces. 

Before the business of the Convention was entirely 
completed, news arrived that the garrison at Bexar was 
besieged by an army of Mexicans commanded by Santa 
Anna^in person. The following letter from the brave 
<}onimander of tiie forces at the Alamo serves io exhibit 
the state of the ^urrison at San Antonio, and the spirit 
which animated them in this dark and critical hour, and 
in the desjperaite condition in which they were placed. 

TO THE GZnZBNS-OF TBXAS. 



Commandancy of the AlamOy ) 



Bexar^ February 24, 1836. 
Fellow-Citizens : — ^I am besieged by a thousand or 
.more of the Mexicans under Santa Anna. I have 
sustdned a continual bombardment and cannonade « for 
twenty-four hours, and have not lost one man. The 
.enemy have demanded a surrender at discretion, other- 
wise the garrison is to be put to the sword, if the fort is 
taken. I have answered the demand with a cann(m 
shot, and our flag still waves proudly from j&e walls. 
I shall never svrrender nor retregi : ^en I call on you, 
m the name of liberty^ of patriotism, and of every thii^ 
dear to the American chai^acter, to come to our aid, witfi 
all posriblo despatch. The enemy are receiving ' reii^ 
foreemepts daily^ and will, no dou})t, meirei^e to three or 
^ur thousajjid in four or five 4ays. 58iough this eaU 
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mi^ be ve^oetod, I am deiennmed to tmrtam myadf 
M long » poBobte, imd die Kke a soldier who never 
fergete wkat is dae to hk own honor, and that of hib 
oouDtiy. Vietarjf&r DeMt 

W. Barret Travis, 
Idetftenant-Colonel Commandant. 

P. S. The Lord is on onr side. When the enen^ 
appeared in sight, we had not three bushels of com ; we 
have since found in deserted houses ei^fy or i^inety 
bushels, and got into the walls twenty or thirty head of 
beeves. 9^ 

•Immediateij en the receipt of the foregoing express 
at San Felipe de Austin, the Governor, Henry Smith, 
issued the following call : 

" TEXAS EXPECTS EVERY MAN TO DO HIS DUTY.'' 

S^cecutim Departmewt of TexM, 
FsLLOW-'GinzBNS OF Tbxas : — The enemy are upon 
usl A strong force surrounds the walk of San Antoxao, 
and threatens thi^ gimison with the sword. Our country 
impmously demands the service oi every patriofic arm, 
wA longer to continue in a state of apaihy will he 
erknifuA. Citizens of Texas, descendants of Wa^iing- 
todt $mnke I arouse yourselves ! ! The questicm is ndr 
to be decided are we to continue as lEreemen, or bow 
beneatih tibe rod of miHtory despotism. fSaSi we, wifSi- 
Wfc a strag^, saei^ee our fortunes, ^nr lives, aoid oar 
SbertieB, or Aall we ixmtate ^ examjcde of ou^ fore- 
&()herB, and hurl destruction on &e ^ads of our 



oppressors? The.eyes <tf ibe worid ure upon us ! M 
fnends of liberij and of ih^ rights of man ire ftuskHM 
spectators of our conflict ; or duly enlisted in our cause. 
SbsLH we disappoint their hopes and expectations 7 No! 
let us at once fly to our arms, march to the battle-field, 
.meet the foe, and ^ve renewed evidence to the world 
that -the arms of freemen ujdifted in defence of their 
fights and liberties are irresistible. ^^ Now is the dayj 
and now is the hour," that Texas expects every man to 
do his duiy. Let us show ourselves worthy to be free, 
and we shall he free. Our brethren of the United 
States have, with a generosity and a devotion to liberty 
unparalleled in the annals of men, offered us every 
assistance. We have arms, ammunition, clothing, and 
provisons ; all we have to do, is to sustain ourselves for 
the present. Best assured that succors will not permit 
the chains of slavery to be riveted upon us. 

Fellow-Citizens, — ^Your garrison at San Antonio is 
surrounded by more tiian twenty times their number. 
ItTill you see them perish by the hands of a mercenary 
soldiery, without an effort for their relief? They can- 
not sustain the eiege more than thirty days ; for the 
s^EQ of humanity, before that time give them succor. 
Citizens of the east, your brethren* of the Brazos and 
Colorado, expect your assistance, afford it, and che<$k 
ihe march of the enemy and not suffer your own land to 
become the seat of war.; without your immediate aid we 
•cannot sustain the war. Fellow-Citizens, I call upen 
you, as your executive oflScer, to " turn out :" it ia your 
eovnby that demands your help. He who tlonger 
tdambers on the volci^no must be a mad^-man. 'He mh» 
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refuses to aid Ms coHntrj in Gm her hour of peiil and 
danger is a traitor. AH persons able to bear arms in 
Texas are ealled on to rendezvons at the town of 
Oomiales, with the least possible delay^ armed and 
eqmpped for battle. Our rigkU and our liberties rmigt 
be protected; to the battle field march, and save the 
country. An approring world smiles upon us, the God 
of battles is on o\a side, and victory awaits us. Confi- 
denfly believing that your ener^es will be suflScient for 
the occasion, and that your efforts will be ultimately 
successful, 

I subscribe myself your fellow-citizen, 
Heney Smith, Cf-ovemor. 

As soon as Travis' letter was received at Washington, 
the Convention, which was then assembled, immediately 
broke up in great disorder. The Delegates fled, some 
in one (Section, and some in another, leaving the 
papers to be signed by some one whom tiiej at that time 
appointed for that purpose. A few of the members 
swam across the Brazos river in the hurry and confusion 
of the moment, rather than wait for a ferryman to take 
them over. Men were seen hurrying away from the 
Convention bareheaded, and going, they scarce 'knew 
whither. All was excitement and confusion. They felt 
that now was a time for action, and the scarce knew 
how to act. 

General Houston instantly issued a proclamation 
caHing for volunteers ; the following is a copy of his 
proclamation, and will serve still further to exhibit iii$ 
distressmg situation of the country at this time; 



laEzns ROM nxAfi; Itt 

J * ^ ' Coiiventioii Bd% 

W<MUngton^Ma/reh2^1^iQ. 

War ia raging on tibe frontiers. Bexar is besieged 
by two thousand of the enemy^ under the command of 
Oen. Siesma. Beinforcements are on their march to 
unite with the besieging army. By the lastrejport oiar 
force in Bexar was only one hundred and fifty men 
strong. The xjitizens of Texas must rally to the aid of 
our army, or it will perish. Let the citizens of the east 
march to the combat. The enemy must be driven from 
our soil, or desolation will accompany this march upon 
UB. Ikdependence is declared — ^it must be maintained. 
Immediate action, united with valor, alone can achieve 
the great work. The services of all are forthwith 
required in the field. 

Sam. Houston, 
Commander in Chief of the Army. 

P. S. It is rumored that the en.emy are on fheir 
mar<?h to Gonzales, and that tiiey have entered the 
<K>lomes. The fate of Bexar is unknown. The country 
must and shall be defended. The patriots are appealed 
to in behaif ^f ^*^ bleeding cowntry. 

S. H. 

TThe proclamations of Governor Stmth and General 
Houston were answered by the people, one and ally 
appearintg at Gonzales without delay. A company had, 
previous to this, made an attempt to gam adnnssioi^ int^ 
4oL Travis' ^ompany^ but the place was so completely 
iorrounded by Meaoeans that their «ttenf|ti proarad 
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taiSk ; and finding it hopqesiUA to render Trains ftnf 
Msistanee, iiiej came to Gonzales in obedience to the 
call of G^. Houston. 

fiyer since the 23rd of Febmary, the little garriscm 
at San Antonio consisting of one hundred Texans, had 
been closely besieged by about two thousand of the 
enemy's troops commanded by Santa Anna. Several 
hundred of the Mexicans had be^n killed without any 
loss haying been sustained on the part of the Texuis, 
when the brave commander at the Alamo, Col. Travis, 
addressed the following letter to the President of the 
Convention: 

Gommandancv of the Alamo j ) 
£exary March S, 1836. J 

Sir : — ^In the present confusion of the political author- 
ities of the country, and in absence of tiie C(»nmandec 
in Chief, I beg leave to communicate to you the situation 
of this garrison. You have doubtiess already seen my 
official report of the action of the 25th ult., made on 
that day to Gen. Sam. Houstcm, together with the 
various 'communications heretofore sent by express. L 
shall therefore confine myself to what has transpired 
mnee that date. 

From the 25th to the present date, the enemy have 
kept up a bombardment from two howitzers, (one a five 
tad a half Inch uid the other an eight inch,) and a 
heavy cannonade from two long nine pounders, mounted 
on a battery on the opposite side of the river at the 
distance of four hundred yards from our walls. During 
ttus period the enemy have been kisily employed ia 
ttoi^g us with entr^nfihftd ^a^ampmen^ <^ all ludes 



•LEfTERIfr FROM TEXAS. 185 

ai Hke following cfistanceSj to-¥rit : In Bejar, four hiitt- 
dred yards west ; in Lavilleta, three hundred yards 
south ; on the ditch eight hundred yards northwest, and 
at the old mill eight hundred yards north. Notwith- 
standmg all this, a company of thirty-two men from 
Gcmzales, made their way in to us on the morning of 
the 1st inst., at three o'clock, and Col. J. B. Bonham 
(a courier from Gronaales)' got in this* morning at eleven 
o'clock, without molestation. I have so fortified this 
place that the wall* are generally proof again cannon 
balls ; and I still continue to entrench on the inside and 
strengthen the walls by throwing up dirt. At least two 
hundred shells have fallen inside of our works without 
having injured a single man ; indeed, we have been so 
fortunate as not to lose a man from any cause ; and we 
have killed many of the enemy. The spirits of my men 
are still high, although they have had much to depress 
them. ^ We have contended for ten days against an 
enemy whose numbers are variously estimated at from 
fiteen hundred to six thousand men, with Gen. Ramires 
Siesma and Col. Batres, the aids-de-camp of Santa 
Anna, at their head. A report was circulated that 
Santa Anna himself was with the enemy, but I think il 
was false. A reinforcement of about one thousand men 
is now entering Bejar from the west, and I think it more 
liian probable that Santa Anna is now in ^wn, from the 
rejoicing we hear. Col. Fannin is said to be on the 
march to this place with reinforcements ; but I fear it 
is not true, as t have repeatedly sent to him for aid 
without receiving any. > Col. Bonham, my special mes* 
letiger, arrived at La Bahia fourteen days aigO| with % 
\6 
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mqnegt for aid ; and on Uie arriTal of the eoi^mj m 
Bejar ten days ago^ I sent an express to (kL Faanin 
whioh arrived at Goliad on the next day, nr^g him to 
send OS reinforcements— ^nan« have yet arrived. I look 
to tiie eoloniei alone for aid : unless it arrives soon, I 
shall have to fight the enemy on his own terms. I will, 
however, do the best I can^ under the circumstances ; 
and I feel confident that the determined valor and 
desperate courage heretofore evinced by my men, will 
not fail them in the last struggle ;. and although, they 
may be sacrificed to the vengeance of a Gothic- enemy, 
^e victory will cost the enemy so dear^ &at it will be 
worse for him than a defeat. I hope your honorable- 
body will hasten* on reinforcements) ammunition, and 
provisions to our aid, as soon as possible. We have* 
provisions for twenty days for the men we have — our 
supply of ammunition is limited; At least five hundred 
pounds of cannon powder, and two hundred rounds of 
six, nine, twelve, and eighteen pound balls — ^ten kegs 
of rifle powder and a supply oflead, should be sent to 
this place without delay, under a sufficient guard. 

If ^ese things are promptly sent and large reinforce- 
ments are hastened to this frontier, this neighborhood 
will be the great and decisive battle ground. The power 
of Santa Anna is to be met here or in the colonies ;. we 
bad better meet it here, than to suffer a war of deso* 
la^ion to rage in our settlements. A blood red banner 
floats from the church of Bejar and in the camp above 
ns, in token that tiie war is one of vengeance against 
rebels; they have declared us as such, and demanded 
jjiai we should surrender at. discretion, or th^Ji thki 
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garrison should be put to the sword. Thdr tiireate 
have no inflnenee on me or my men, but to make all figjht 
with desperation ; and that high-souled courage whkfa 
characterizes the patriot who is willing to die in defence 
of his country's liberty and his own honor. 

The citizens of this . municipality are all our enemies 
except those who have joined us heretofore; we have 
but three Mexicans now in the fort;' tilose who have not 
joined us in this extremity, should be declared public 
enemies, and their property should aid in paying the 
expenses of the war. 

The bearer of this wilt give your honoraUe body a 
statement more in detail, should he esci^e through tba 
enemy's line — Grod and Texas — Victory (w Death L 
Your obedient servant, 

W. Barrett Travis; 

Lieut. Col. Com^ 

P. S. The enemy's troops are still arriving, and the 
reinforcements will probably amount to two or three 
thousand. 

About twelve o'clock on the night of the sixth of 
March, the entire Mexican force commanded by Santa 
Anna, the Bonaparte of Mesico, attacked the Alamo. 
The little band of Texan heroes bravely defended the: 
fort until daylight, at which time but seven of them 
were found alive. These cried for quarter, but were 
told there* was no mercy for them. When their demand 
f(H: quarter was refused they gallantly defended them- 
selves and continued fighting until all were butcl^red. 
Colonel Travis, on whose head a price was.tet, when 
wx)unded and dymg was attacked by a Mexican officer 



who Becsmed intent on *' MiriMng tJie body of ike dead^^ 
mustering bis fast waning strength for cme last braye 
deed tiie undaunted Travis met and plunged his sword 
in &e breast of the savage Mexican, and they fell, the 
victor with the victim, to rise no more. Col. Bowie 
who had been confined for some time by sickness was 
murdered in his bed. One woman, Mrs. Dickenson, 
and a colored servant of Col. Travis, were the only 
persons ia the fort whose lives were spared. The 
bodies of the slain were thrown inter a heap in the 
center of the Alamo and burned. On Col. Bowie's 
body being brought out Gen. Cos remarked that he 
was too brave a man to be burned like a dog — ^thea 
added " never mind, throw him in." 

Immediately after the fall of the Alamo, Gen. Santa 
Anna sent Mrs. Dickenson and Col. Travis's servant to 
Gen. Houston's camp, accompanied by a Mexican with 
a flag who bore a note fropn Santa Anna offering the 
Texans peace and a generad amnesty if they would lay 
down their arms and submit to his Government. Gen. 
Houston's reply was " True, sir you, hare succeeded in 
killing son^ of our brave men, but the Texana are not 
yet whipped." 

Some time previous to this Colonel Fanoin had been 
sent to La Bahia to raise volunteers in order, if he 
deemed it practicable, to proceed against Matamoras. 
While raising these volunteers he was attacked at La 
Bahia by an army of Mexicans and forced to retreat. 
He was however overtaken and surrounded by the 
Moncant, about qine miles frcmi La Bahia on the 
Yiotoria road ; aud, after most bcavely and gaUantl/ 
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defemEng Umielf fer severtl hotmr, he st kngfih snr- 
leBdered himself and army as prisoners of war. The 
army wad ih«i taken back to La Biha, and there con- 
demned to be shot. A few <^ the soldiers succeeded 
in Inreaking through the ranks and escaped: the 
remainder were massacred on thei 19fch of March. 

On hearing of the fall of the Alamo and the massacre 
of Fannin's troops, Hie whole country was plunged in 
c(M£i«ion and dismay. A universal panic seemed to 
overspread the land. There were not troops in the 
comitry except the small army commanded by Gen. 
Houston. All was duk and gloomy ; we had naught 
to encourage us except the generous sympathy which 
our brethi^n in the United States of the North had 
manifested for us, and the hopes of assistance from 



General Houston, not wishmg to jeopardize the 
country by risking an engagement with the enemy at 
Gonzales, instantly ordered a retreat to the Colorado 
rirer. All of the families west of the Colorado fled 
eastwud with great haste. The Tei^an forces set fire 
to Gonzales previous to leaving the place and burnt it 
to the ground, in order to prevent the Mexicans from 
reaping any advantage fr6m any place they might find 
there. On arriving on the Colorado the army pitched 
their encampment on the east bank of the river, part of 
them opposite Columbus, under the command of Col. 
Burleson, and the remainder under Sherman above the 
town, at the Shoals known as Dewees' ford, ^e 
lexans were <;lose}y followed by the Mexican army 
Older Cd. Fdisola. Felisola's »rmy pitched their 
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eAoampneot on the west ^cto of Hat Xidagh&o aSkoft t 
laile ^om Oolnmbas. SeiMa Anna's dmniai of tiie 
axmy havmg to come by way of La BlbUa ^ad not at 

yet coEie up with Feli$o^. 

In tlus situation our Bsmy lay for &y^ or six days, 
waiting for assistamoe to come from the eset, and making 
j»Beparations to engage the en^ny in battle as soon as 
a sufficient nuttber of Tolunteers should arrire. Sot 
the fear of the enemy w^ so great that bnit few caoie 
in, and Houston'K whol^ army only amoun(bed to eight 
hundred men. A great excitement prevailed amoog 
the troops to know what was. to be dcwD*. Most of the 
army seemed to manifest a desire to cross the rrrer and 
^ye the Mexicans battle. On the ni^t of the 24& e£ 
March, General Houston sent for me to go to his camp. 
He inquired of me the situation of the place where lie 
enemy were encamped, and what were the chances for 
a battle proyided we crossed the river at the ford 
and went up towards the enemy's camps. Being well 
acquainted with the place I informed ham that in my 
opinion, the chances were very favorable, I thought 
yre might cross the raver and draw up the army within 
a hundred £md fifty yards of the enemy's camp without 
being discovered by them ; and at that place there was 
a favorable situation for a battle ground. Houston 
then dismissed me, after having first requested me to 
come to his camp very early the next morning. During 
the night, in company with two other men, I went to a 
crossing of the river near the Meidcan camp, in order 
to spy out the situati(»i of the enemy and aee thdr 
jD90Vj»nent8< About day-*break we idu»bed 'a tree ta 
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4&aibte iv^getafidrmwof ibe A&iieMis; wenotieMl 
$m mMsaal parade at the eneami«ient ; tkere seemed 
to be more mumc than common^ and more boommg of 
cannons. After having learned aa much as we conld 
of iiieir movements we descended from the tree a^nd, 
obedient to the request of Gen. Houston, I repaired to 
his camp. On ax riving at his tent I was informed by 
Mm that a gentlemen bj the name of Garr had that 
i^ght aniyed in camp from Victoria, bringing infdfma- 
tbn "that Santa Anna with his army had i^rossed ihe 
Ooadulnpe at Victoria and was hastening on to rein- 
force Felisola, and they had had about time to arrive 
tbere ihsA ni^t. This then accounted for the unusual 
exdtement we had perceived among the Mexicans, 
iSanta Anim havii^, without doubt arrived. Genersd 
Houston now paraded his army, who were expecting to 
cross the river and engage in battle. Houston then 
addressed the army as nearly as I can remember in the 
following words. 

Fellow Soldiers : — ^The only army in Texas is now 
present. Travis has fallen with his men at the Alamo. . 
Fannin's troops have been massacred at La Bahial 
There are none who will come to my aid ! The citizens 
of the east dare not, or will not come to aid us ! There 
is here but a small force, yet it is the only army that 
Texas can offer. We might cross the river and attack 
tbe enemy ! perhaps we might be victorious but again 
we might be overcome! I£ we are overpowered by 
^efisola's army which has, without doubt^ been largely 
reinforced during the past night by the army under 
Binta Anna, we have no other army to retreat ^^ack 
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•QpOB ! W6 eaimot expect raiifinQeflmAi I huf^ mXM 
for Toltmteeni but ahnost is ▼abu Tbme m irnkm lew 
of xxBj and if ire are beaten the fete of XexM la «ealid I 
The eahraticm of the country depends npcto tbe firafe 
battte had wifli the enemy. For this reason I int^id 
to retreat, and I diall continue to retreat, tilTI find I 
can beat the Mexicans in battle, if I amoUiged to go 
eren to the banks of the Sabine. 

. AfSer having closed his address he ordered an instant : 
ret^at to the • Brazos river. All tiie boiUBngs were 
then 43et on fire, and we immediately took np our Ime 
of march for the Brazos. 

Many persons have greatly blamed Gei^ral Houatos 
'for this, but, under the ^circumstances of the time, it 
was, in my opinion, iiie wisest moVem^t he «ould have 



There were at this time about seTenty-fii?e families 
who had encamped on the river awaiting the moyem^its. 
of the army, thinking if a battie were fought they would 
not be obliged to go any further* Among thesefamiUes 
was my own ; I now left the army and with the famiiiea 
set out on the retreat. 

The Texan army were intending to stop at ii» Bmaos 
riTer, at Colonel Gross's, about twenty miles aJi^Te 8m, 
Felipe de Austm. The families crossed tiie river at j3w 
Felipe a»d encamped at the edge of the.prairie^ on tbe^ 
east fi^e df the JBrazos. 5Here we remained until ibf» 
Mexican army, which had left the Colorado on the amd' 
day that we did, came up. The. Mexican foroe ha4. 
crossed the Colorado river about eight miles hd/m 
vCdnmbus, atthe crossmg of the (dd Atqekosdla isoft^ 



Uttr 

thd ^cm^tsx k» SaftT^£pft» ^ lAfter hk^gts^t te -ted 

tlkt tomi tod bsumed it io ti» gVMkid^ tte &miliefl i^aki? 

set mt to flQeibefo]5» ^ «n^9ajr ^va rpde faaBtiljMmsi'^ 

tli^'ptumtUl W6 readied tSp]^icr«dC| a dinftanee^. 

about twenty-five miles. Thei:a we again «ncamped4i 

The Texaa army lay e&ealDpbd^onTth^ iBra«)s al^out ten 

daj8. During the time we tvepe eacamped at Spring 

Cfedc, awaiting the mov^neatff of ti^ tw^ lurmids, a part ^ 

of «a went down to Harraabarg/on Buffalo Bayou, for 

the purpose of bringiag up a cou}de of cuinans, wUeh 

had been sent to this place by our brethren of the United 

States, for the army under Oen. Houston* We assisted' 

io taJdng the cannons up 4;o the amy on the Brazos. 

About the time of our arrival on^ the Brasos with the 

oaimoni, Gen. Houston ordered the army to march so as 

to intercept the enemy, w^o had gone down the Braaee^ 

river to Columbia, and were moving eastward. On our 

reaching Spring creek, Houston not .knowing what the 

movements of the Mexicans might be^ sent me with a 

company of men to ^uard what women and children were 

at that place to the Trinity. 

But I must iiot &rget to relate an anocdote cox»cer»- 

log the bravery -of one (^ oiiur T4}can women. A Hn. . 

Uaan^ who was ia^iiir eonqpanjt had discovered that a 

joke of her oxen had been taken to draw the cannont* 

until a hen^sa |iU^ nighi H^ hmiki owfamen<bMe ' 

had the <ixea been taken by &m eBcm7» m S(Mi as idit 

diaowered it she took a pistol, a«4 i^iu^ tip to the . 

iborimost <Aoer« <Hrd0red him to ft(4>, or she w^ 

lumthrom^ He favitantlj ordered the ennay to halt» i 

frlMKenfen riie «4ered her cdoiplwii; tkt fhoi Jeeiag 
17 



W MMit rpde* iato dkiMdfl of tht^Araigr «td oiAeiMft 
liMe,imgOBor. to Jeoi# 1m0 ^zmi or oho^ woold «kao4 U% 
al^tbo4t%mO'time {Moontuig W {>btok Sho^wa* ioaio* 
dkte^ <^«ly tad. bidi thosiAii&ctkNi of 9^m^lm 
Oi)Mi;Q&C6JDom«ltliborfy« 

Tho TBxaa Mttdf wnFod domn tbe |mirio between 
I^ufiab. Bayoa woA •ike Saa Jacinto riyer, until th^ 
rtad^^. tiift. oroseing of tiie Saai Jacinto, vliere ft^ 
came in contact with the llifeziean^ army under Saata 
Anna.. On iiu^ 2l8t of Aprils &o erer menocalde batde 
of San Jaeintd waa £>iighk The Tezans wem vk^ociouSi 
and. af tear having luataiaed a^Ioss of coaipariUrreL7no&- 
ingf succeeded in captuimg tho Meddoan Gen^rai, Sattta 
Anaa^ and all the Mxajy who irarmed^thar.bmttlo^ 

Ito f<rilQwiiig effieial report joF Gbneral Houatoa^^mi 
tke.lufliQZ7 of i^O' laittlo «f San Jacintos 
> ' . . 

R^ublie of Tixtu. ' . 

8l^ s«*^I^regrei«2ti^ein^l7^that^ mj flituatitm;^ 8^^ 
baMd^ oi^' the Skt^ haa been «acb' as^^ pretrenl ny re^* ' 
divibg^yott zsLf ofioiai rep«yrt^^«tiie i^tme pretiims \»^SSa 

I^4awi^:tiM>blim t(>fa^oMb{f^)^^al o&4)i^ev«ns^ 
oft tke^lJtii^ ifiltaot^ itfber Ik foiled inarrii ^If^ft 
niM,<wl^A^wii»^i0ieled i&tw«4ays andakal^ Ae 
aiB^iaitfli^c^^K)^ gkfiriisbttrg^ ei^^MMg ^i^sn^- 

ri^iiof tike^jvavf wat iiJiMs fr^taii^^ tearaedttai^G^ 
^SfBtikAiinaj wiii 0iie4^riA(}n%ol^ bis 4ifee kp$F9y M - 
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BW^d m the direction of LjucVt ferrf, m iiie Bin 
Jacinto, bormng Harrisborg as lie passed dowii. lHi$ 
armj was ordered to be te readiness to march earlj the 
next morning. The miun bodj eflected a crossing OTer 
Boffido Bajoa below Ha^rrisbia^ on the morning of flie 
19th, having left the baggage, the sick, and a sufficient 
camp guard in the rear. We continued the march 
throughout the night, and without refireshment. At 
daylight we resumed the line of march, and in a short 
distance our scouts encountered those of the enemj, 
and we received information that Gen. Santa Anna was 
iit New Washington, and would that day take up the 
line of march for Anahuac, crossing at Lynch's. The 
Texan array halted within a half a mile of the ferry in 
some timber, and were engaged in slaughtering beeves, 
when the army of Santa Anna was discovered to be 
approaching in battle array, having been encamped at 
Clopper's point, eight miles below. Disposition was 
immediately made of our forces, and preparation for his 
reception. He took a position with his infantry and 
artillery in the centre, occupying an island of timber, 
his cavalry covering the left flank. The artillery then 
opened on our encampment, consisting of one douUe 
fortified medium brass twelve pounder. 

The infantry, in columns, advanced with the design 
of charging our lines, but were repulsed by a discharge 
^ of grape and cannister from our artillery, consteting of 
two six-pounders. The enemy had occupied a picfce of 
timber within rifle shot of the left wing of our army, 
bom which an ecca^nal interchange of small Bxms took 
i^Ace betfveefi the troopr until the enemy withdrew td^A 



^ .uxmi nox fttun. 

qji^arte^ ;of a tnU« firoon our^iuMmipmen^ a&d commenced 
^ fortiJ&c^((m*. JL abort time befibre sanset our mounted 
men, abcpt fagbtj-frre m number, nndeir the special 
o^maaiMl of! Ool. Shermasi, marched out for iihe purpose 
^f reoo^iK>iimiig tlie eoioaij* Whilst adyancing iiiej 
received a yoUey from &g left of the eaemy^s iafiantry, 
and afcer a sharp rencounter with their cavalry, in which 
ours aiCted well, and performed feats of daring chivalry, 
they retired in good order, having had two men severely 
wounded and severed horses killed ; in the meanthne, 
the infantry under the command of Lieut. Col. Willard 
and Col. Bush's re^ment, widi the artillery, had marched 
oat for the purpose of covering the retreat il necessary. 
All those fell back in good order to our encampment 
^bout sunset, and remained without ^ny ostensible action 
until the 2l8t, at half-past three o'clock — taking the 
first refreshment they had enjoyed for two days. The 
ei[^emy in the meanthne extended the right flank of their 
ijafentry so as to occupy the e^f treme point of a skirt of 
timber on the hank of the San Jacinto, and secured 
their left by a fortification, about five feet high, con- 
structed of packs and baggage, leaving an opening in 
the centre of th© breastwork, in which their artillery 
waii placed-»-*tiae oavalfy upon tiieir left wing. 

Ab<mt ftine o'cbid: on the mommg o( the 21st, the 
eneipy were reinforced by five hundred choice tro^, 
i^dor the command of Cren. Cos, increamng their «fieo* 
tivii ^rcfO to upwards of fifteen hundred men, while our 
ftgfST^iB^te foree for the field numbered sei^n hm^drel 
fi^ ^Hj tbme. At faaif-past tiiree o?doiet in th« 



^|MliA« lh^^fWpe«tbr« ^soflK^ hatte^ in thelnieaaii-^ 

-Cm^ erd^^^e^i^idg^ Oft the «^lb&d'e<>mttQi»)e«ta% 
^ivithlhe BrafeoH, 4)^ifttit eight miids from oirtncftmiik 
ment, to be destroyed, thus cattmg off all possil$iity of 
^m^d^. Qnr trooper pantded ^th alftcri^^ and spirit^ 
^ttid %elr^ id)xioiA& fdr ikie <«ai€f8t^ Their conscioiis 
•4iBpBanlty m BtEiiiWrli (ml; «demed to mcrease their 
'caiHiittlksm ahd eeilfidcreice^ ^^ heightened dieir anxiel^ 
4bt ^ confliot. (hit IsituaMod «fford^d me an opportit- 
l^fy of making the at^a&geittetitt preparatory to thb 
atlaok, wMiOat exposing ma desigm to the entem;. 
*^e first regiment) comic^ltMled by Gol> Barleflron, ^iks 
aflBigned ilie centre, ih^ sec^d iregiment, under .tih« 
-command of Col.' ShermAni, formied the lefc wing of tto 
wtmy. The *i.rtillery,, trnddt* tfa^ gpeeial command of 
Col. 6. W. Heakley, il[^ec4or-^nera]^ Was placed on the 
right of the first regiment ; a^4 f<H:^ compsinies of 
bf&ntry under the commaa^ of Lieut. Cbl^ Hemy Mik 
hrd, stistaihed the artfflery upon ^ right. Oufpcaivalry^ 
cirtjHkie in number, commanded by Col. Mirabeaa B^ 
liftmar, (whose gallant and dab-ing conduet on the pi^ 
Tioufl tfay hsid attracted the aittira1i(m of his oomrades,, 
and cidied him to ttiat stfttion,) placed on our extrenK . 
rig^t^ completed our line, Ottp cavalry was first de»- 
|)atci^ to tbe entoiy's left, (W the poi^pose of attracting 
llieir hotiee, nrhilst ah extensile Mand oi ibnber a&rddd 
tis a^n oppoHunity of cohc^i^aiuig 4ur forces, ^aakl 
"ialB^jrtt^ ftotti tiiat point aigreeably to (be pmvkiat 
-derigii of ■ the troops. Every evolution wai^ iperformed 
1D& ^dacrity, the i^^ sdvaineiii^.TftiiidlV iti iixie a«4 



«ferf<v our men* .Tlie artUlerj advanced and. took 
fiation witUn two bwidred yards of the esemy^s hrea4> 
work, and conunenoed' vi effectiTe fire with gn^ and 
taonister. 

CoL Sherman, wUh hia regimeDt, harii^ commeajMd 
-the action upon our left wing, the wh^ line, at ih$ 
#entre and on the righi, advaneing in double quick time, 
rung the war cry, ^^Ji^fmemier thfi Almm /" received 
the enemy's fire, and advancing withm point blank sb(^ 
before a piece was discharged from our lines. Oar line 
•dvanced without a halt, until they were in pos8esa<Hi 
of the woodland and Iho enemy's breastwork. The ri^ 
wing of Burleson's and the left of Millard's taking 
possesion of the breastwork ; our art'dlery having gfir 
lantly charged up within seventy yards of the eneotys 
canaon, when it was taken by our troops. 
' The conflict lasted about eighteen m'mutes from iha 
time of the close action, until we were in possession of 
the enemy's encampment, taking one piece of cannon 
(loaded,) four stands af colors, all their camp eqmpage^ 
stores, and baggage. Our cavalry had charged and 
louted that of the enemy upon the right, and ^ven 
pursuit to the fugitives, which did not cease until they 
arrived at the bridge, which \ have mentioned before^ 
Oapt Eames, always am^ng the foremost in.dangiecy 
joommanded Uie pursncr^- The conflict in the breast* 
work lasted but a few, mon^ents ; many of the troopfi 
encountered bi^d to hand, and ^ot having the advantage 
of bayoneti on pui* sidie, our riflemen used their pi^es at 
amt ^ubsi breakiug. m^ny 9f theov of .&t the breech. 



Ifta Wute^omnnieiicei at balf^t Tour, aad tie pf^rsult 
by the maih army eontinaed ualil twiKght. 'A guard 
was ihesk leit in oliaErge of the enemy's encaifipment, 
aiBl our iirmy returned in& tiieir killed and woaiide4. 
In the battle our loss was— two lolled and twenty-three 
wonUded^ six of whoin moptally« The Jmemys loss was 
'^"^-mx hundred a&d thirty killed, among wiuch was one 
^neral officer, four colonels, two lieutenaat-coloneis, 
seyen c^tains, vid twelve Ueute»ants. Wounded— two 
tondred and e^hty, of which were five colonels^ throe 
lieutenant-colonels, twa second lieutenantHSoloaels, seven 
'^aptaiitft, tod ome cadet. Prisoners^— seven hundred and 
iyrty, President General Santa Anna, General Cos, 
fimr colonels, aids to Qeneral Santa Anna, six lieuten- 
ant-colonels, the private secretary of General Santa 
Anna; and the colonel of the Guerrero BattaEon, are 
included in Uie number. General Santa Anna was not 
taken nntil the 22nd, and General Cos on yesterday, 
very few having escaped. About six hundred muskets, 
three hundred sabres, umI twoliundred pistols have been 
collected since the auction ; several hundred mules and 
horses were taken,* and nezurly twelve thousand dollars 
in specfte* , 

For several days previous to the aotion, our troops 
irere engaged in foreed marches, exposed to excessive 
raifis, and die additibnai mconveniences of e3i;£remely bad 
roads, ill supf^ed with raiionB and olothing-*-yet amid 
every difflenlty they bore up with obeerfolness and for- 
(ftode, and j^ormed their marches with speed ai|d 
alacrity'^theihe was no murmuring. 
^Previoiu^toaad during 't^e aotio%itiy staff evinced 



k9fi' u^mM wumtnmh 

.^T^ ikpomaoa to be niefot, m4' nwft •ctirdjr 
:6iigi^)d in Hieir duties. In 1I10 eonfiiotel am uem^i: 
.that they demeaned themselTee in each naimer §a 
,]m>¥ed them wortfaj n^mbere ef the armj ef >Siii 
Jaobto. Cokmel T. J. Basic, Seeretary ii War, wis 
en tiie^ld* For weeks his serrices had been Ug^ 
beneficial to the army; in batde he was on the left 
.wing where Colonel Sherman^ command first encotni- 
tered' and drove the enemy r be b(»*e hioasetf gallantty, 
and contihued his eiKrtir and aetivtfy, remaixiing wslb 
tthe pursuers until' reristance ceased. 

I haye the Honor oF transmitting berewkh a lisicf 

■ jdl the officers and men who were engaged in the jtetika^. 

which I respectfully request may be published 88 aD* 

set of justice to thcmdividuab. For the commanding' 

G«n^ral to attempt discrimination as to the (Kmdue^of 

Aose who commanded in* the- action, <ff tiiose weoe- 

45ommanded, would* be impossible. Our success in ibe* 

action is ooncIusiTe proof* of their darmg intrepfditgr 

and courage r ewry officer and man proved himself 

worthy of the- cause in wliich he battled^ tadnie tbr 

triumph received a lustre 'from the h«mamty wbiab' 

characterized their conduct after victory, and richly 

<ptitlcs tiiem to the admiration and gisatitude of their 

General.. Ni)r should we withhoid tlw tribute of our 

grateful thanks from that Bein^ who irales the^»tiiEM8^ 

of nations, ^nd has in the time of greiie^ n^d e^stMl 

•us to arrest a pewerM invader whikA deTttstoting eiir 

'tountry I«have the honor to be, wit^ hl^ ec^dbd^cftti^r 

Your dbedient servant^ . 



' ^jS jirtft^sknti Aki amy Kadlfedn left 'c&^ifie 
Bikai(A Ander Vh% <ioinmand of 6ei'efial Felisbla^;' Siwita 
Ati** fc^^d' thit ' thes^ troops might' be^ peAaJtted to 
feave'the^ <JOttiittry wlttout^arAer molestatioti. "Tlo this 
Cten0!*ftJ Hougtoti ^onaeated, Oir ttife mornmg iifter 
ti^ batUe a rahtier wstd sent to the fatnUies who had 
ettcaaajped between <*ie Trinity and SaH JaJiinto rivers, 
abdut tv^enty miles from &e battle ground, to let lis 
kno^^'ttie fate of the battle. There were abou^ one 
hundred and fifty or two hundred families there ; after 
haying received the joyful tidings w^e immediately left 
for our homes. We arrived on the east banVof the 
Colorado on the lOCh of the present montL Here all 
was gloom and desolation! Our once happy homes 
were now in ashes ! The cattle had all been driven 08 
and there was naught to welcome us back ag^n to the 
homes which we had left but a few weeks before, All 
was stillness round and the angel of gloom seemed to be 
hanging over the once lovely place. A shudder ran 
through our frames on beholding the change. We 
were tmable to realize that this was the place where W8 
had fipent so many days in peace and happiness ! But 
-enough ; gladly would I shut out the sad scene from 
my memory, but that id impossible. We encamped on 
ike east bank of the river feeling unwilling to cross 
over, there being but two or three families of us and no 
Americans west of the river. As we knew nothing 
where the Mexican army were, soon after our reaching 
t&e river in company with another gentleman, I rodd 
down to the Atoskoscita crossmg of the river to see if any 
ttatiges of the Mexican armj were tberp to Jbe im^ 



Wben w« had nearlj reached the eroaang w4 heaida 
noise ai of horsemeQ; we secreted ounces ia tin 
timber, and aopn learned it to be Uie Mesdcan army 
under Felifl<^ crossing the river on their waj oat <^ 
the country. We then rode back to our fEtaoiKes and 
commenced conBtrueting rafts to enable us to croas the 
river with our families. As aoon as we judged the 
Mexicans to be entirelj away from our part of the 
country and all danger removed from us, we crossed 
the river to the place where our homes had once stood. 
We have here built us camps in which we shall remain 
until we can build houses. We know well by past 
experience the trials of living in camps, and we can do 
it cheerfully and happily. We feel assured that let 
what trials and hardships may come we can experience 
nothing worse than we have already done. Our 
greatest cause of fear arises from the fact that every 
person west of us has gone to the east ! we are almost 
alone in this part of the country. 

I will endeavor in my next letter to give you a faint 
idea as far as I am able^ of the retreat of the families 
from Western Texas on the invasion of the country by 
the Mexican army. 

Your affectionate friend, 
W. B. D 



UUhA 'Wffk inxAi.* SHr 



Ckimilimj tism, "^ff . t% 188t. 
DtAk FRtisD r— Tti my last 1 ^oodsed to ^ve yod: 
it^tketoh <^** thA runaway scrape,^* as Hic retreat of the 
^EamSies in last March, is called. *9Phe description which 
ItiM: pte yott wiH -indeed hd Imt a sketch, fbr 'tis 
Hkeyond the power of pen .ijo give anything but a fiunt 
)idea of that di^eadfid time. {Tofigue cannot tell nor 
words rereal the horrors (^ that period. It seeimed as 
'ihou^ the whole country was ipanic struck. Every ^ 
iuaily in the country immediately left their homes as 
sckm as the army commenced its ^retreat, fthose who 
lired ferthest east, and who were of course in the Ickst 
dinger, seemed to be the most alarmed; and fl^ with 
the greatest haste. Here we saw the old^a^ing, **il'' 
ff^mn as it gdes,'* verified, ffliose who wefe moW 
eatfitf fihightened, aiad the first(to4y without wUtihg to' 
bie^tte^riith rfihe sftuation^ had ^ne on and in tteir**' 
fSl^ htfd given exaggerated eceount^ of the dang^* 
wUch passed from mcmth to ntouth, till 'the people (rf^*^ 
Etittox iRms b^lfevaa^i&e wiiol^ foi'ce of tlfe etie^jr 
vc^rtOs^ti^iithcto.^ SSie p&nit^ and fear incteascfdj the * 
roMA wewTitei»alfyfef6#a^wiQ^^ women, ' 

trffttcMften; Mrr j^g- on with tlie' greatest speed to y^ 
.pUMfe ief ^ tmt^. €fe thfey-^t, "oxie tfflef'' 'aiidthet;^- 
•ftrWigli 'Wm^ tedf ^c!r6ss priirife,' seeinfe^' to'-hiW*^ 
iftoMSg'litM^fw 'WW |a eastward.' 'Hfere mighrW ^* 
rm&^dilyaU 'Ifltfleir^'^ntcB^' tlnt)ugh ' inad sM Sbk;"^ 



■iBfing lo hukuk Aflir feoMapt sad fire# themsriyet 
frsm tile minlMS ; bat at ererj step they would bog in 
deeper anddeqier, tiltijfcjt M fc ift e; ^ o fmglong they would 
succeed in getting out tired and wearied, yet sUll they 
woold preea on, bopiB^lepii^ te «MA a place of safety. 
Again, loaded wagons rolled oiLopfji^ anoiiier IntiM 
greatest lia8te» till tbey came near tbe i^MSsing ,of a 
stream, th^ each woirid atrire.to be first and foremost, 
in <order that they mig^t be soonest across the stream; , 
now you might behold children fEdling £rom the wagons 
which stUl kept on leaving the chHdrea behind, tiU . 
another wag<A came along and {Hcked them tip. Mothers 
haye in this manner been separated from tl^ir children 
for days, and some for weeks, as the wagi»^ would 
often take a different coarse; all seemed to look oat fer u 
themselves alone : the fountain of beneyolence iseen)ed 
dried up : on, on they pressed, regardless of all, save 
themselves* So great was the alarm that families seated 
in hi^piness at their meals, om hearing tii^^t the Mexican 
army were approaching, wildly roshed from their hoosw 
and leavmg all their property exposed to the inrarsiem 
of the eo^ny, fled from thm homes to save themaeliHs 
from the approaehing danger^r 

£vefy maimer of crosnng mvers was rss<Mrled to at 
this ^ne ; there beipig bat few ferries and the wat^v^ 
cooraes wty hij^. We were.freqaently obliged t9 ttt 
oiy iniwitive iacalties ie find methods for croesMig. Ik^ 
g^veyoa an esaiqple of oar difficoUiea, | will tstt yon ^ 
the jnanner in which we imssed the San Jamnto itimiwh 
Th^re were idxmt seventy-five w^pns in the 
•alesi frrivii^ ai the wfiot wo bma^ so wv to^ 



m^imaff^y llM^«eition vm mmt how wirt mio fgs^ 
9mnm ! .iM migbiooBslrvet nftt kit tiirstreaiBi w«8 9$^ 
mifid tfia;t itipoidd be kassrdoM to cross on tkem ! y«t : 

thwiln to tke invention of two Yankees, die diffienltjr 
mi S0OII obviated. Tkeypireposed that we sbonld lo^>^ 
us oiii « eonple of rerj tall pine kees, so that titeir^ 
I^ttgilk iBtgkt be sufficient to reach across the river, cut 
HkmsL down, peid 4fce bark from ihem and tiien laj tbem - 
across Ibt riter so near to each other that we might * 
jdaoe th^ wagons on ihem and pull them across the mer 
with a rope. This we did, upon each loaded wagon we 
placed a nwnber cf women and -chiklren, and the sev- 
antj-five wagoni! were all 4raiwn K)ver in the course of 
halfaday. 

YoQ may pethaps imagine that the peofde aU retonted 
iiBiod iatdy to their homes upon the ^kpaiiure of tke 
MaAoans from tiie ooontrT, Imt snch is «ot tke case ; 
maBjr ^ tk^n ka:re not yet retained. Wken I relinined 
hone tkoffo were no pMsons weet of 4be Colerario river. ^ 
I tlMt^Mre waa obliged to hbe a <Mnipie *of ye«ng me^ .: 
10 remaki witfi ns.and assist k protectiBg' «8 from tha .> 
IqiUns ; Imttt a short Kme seveiai fimnKes retamad who 
lesUedt^ia tke rivw 1Mb above, and below ClohunbQab 

^<»w4ays after ewnetnra, some Indians attadndc 
afiMiiUy.^ko«e6ided.ontk#easttai^ef the Ckdondo^ v 
akflpl nine miles above this town, l^attaek wasmadt . 
d«iii«4ks oie^t. ThefiMBUykebed tkemaehtsapiA .* 
tilt kaase^iiBd proteotM Aeiaselvea aawall ea tk«^ . 
wfM aUa. iQat4i^E0a wii sbol ; in tba wmm§ vaid 4 



ioma te nt ttUtt liliiiliwm mliiili Mil flia|> 

4omS thl&r tniU Mid 4)Tertodk timr afaimi a^ 
mitbeopponle ^ode rf it^ ^mw* W« atteidl^^ 
aad fott^^emfer atxmt nx«BiiM,^lMti tfaejBMoadM 
4& getting inte a ihiok bottom, and tfitts ^ided pufrndt^ 
Wo did not kill tmj of the Bidiau, tiioi^ we «iq>p08ed: 
•QB» of them to be seTerely weanded,«8 we^saw ag«6fll 
•deal of blood in >^eir tndl. I got H^^Ufy wounded 
mjeelf, by aa arrow, in mj am, tko(i^4t dktiuitiproi« 
^aarious. 

I had ahMBt forgotten to Ml jOQ i^i1>ec«iM^dlf'tti» 
Tdxaa amy after 4ie batde of San Jacinto. €hBnehU^ 
Houston was severely wounded in the battle, and 80<»y 
aftsr left the country ibr New Orleans. Belbre ieating 
tiistsouatry be i^nt ^e army under the 'Cotomaad of . 
O^ Sheman^to^ Goliad, to be otatieiied on the fir^Miteu 
^nimif'the army arrived on ^is^ver. Col. ^Sbbiiiifla 
leaned that^« mfi^ who^was acitkienr of this e^kitt% 
and *veoided onitfais rv9^ ^had not only r^naiaedime 
dtfriag the uoMOion, but had also giten t^e Mtf^ieaM^^ 
the^aoastanoe ^and idbrtnatton in hk po^r ; fit w MA 
be had been ItbsnAy ««#arded by tli«m^ fhidfftuMlig^ 
trih^r io iiifs ^oe^try; ^fm loam^g ihk Obh ^hke^ 
mitf^iefit u Mdjor MMi^an^eseort of men to tlkkcktti^ ttaa ^ 
pryMMh '^ But die Majef, as it ehaiKeed^^tad imvM^ 
beHef'than t^ man he waeeent to take pritotteir^aiiV^ 
asTM mAyHSti|>poie^ was enrify bflMi iWl^%i» p > fao i M y 
^estN^. i^M$ way 'baek t^.th^^oal^«Bf«^ ht^eiffiril' 



; 

Bi^i^ Idlug ,ai& at tha smbo iwie the errand that hai 
pkMi hm &om the army. I weleeoDed hia to mp 
e|mpw He. stated that be and his men were o«t «F 
pnmmm and Tery hois^ry. I iMtd at that time aheot 
% kalf a budiel of com wUch indeed was nearly all the 
jinmffiOQS I was possessed of. This I ground in a steel 
Bull, and divided my mite with him. The next morning 
^ Mi^ left very early for tiie en^am^mient of the 
tfayi which was <m Skull creek, about nine milee 
distant, taking with him a couple of my horses which I 
had hobbled* After breakfast I went out to get my 
horses, but to my surprise could find nothing of them* 
I searched £(h: them throughout the day, but of course 
to no purpose. At night an old gentleman suggested 
to me the idea of their having been taken by the Major^ 
S&d advised me to seek them at the encampment of the 
army* This advice I followed. Mounted on the horse 
of my friend, I rode to Col. Sherman's camp and 
iikformed him of my loss, and upon whom my suspiciona 
rested; he instantly called up the Major' and interna 
gated him concerning the theft. The horses we found 
had indeed been taken by him^ one he had already 
diapoeed and the other was tied at the camp. The 
Odonel then obl^ed him to restore the stolen properly, 
after which I returned with my horses to my home* 

Other circumstances like this we frequently had to 
^sntend with. During the struggle at one time it 
hacame neoessury to obtain horses fyt the anny. . Am, 
<yd^ was issued for horses to be pressed into die aei^ 
iMe wheirsrer they could be foiaid. Sef^ peret^OK^ 



9k$y mtiA fomd otl^- thMtttefa^pMA-fiMflt^v, tni 
bjr tiiii aetii» worn obtained ^ ftie etrafyinl of hoiviii 
idiiek Aoj drore into ArktuMt f<Hr gale. I m^% 
wwffiritu aumy other 43ircttiaitaiise» of Hbk kmd, Ink 
it 18. wmeceiBtr J. Yon can juiger aojai^^bing of di« 
triib to which ire were brooghi dvrmg this monniM 
period, bat the ezteot of our sufbriagB you csm ne^et 
haow, ittleBs yon foetid be called npoM to witness ertck 
SOOMB ; which indeed it is my hupe' and prayer yoa 
ie?er mty. Nor hare oixr trials ended with the war. 
On aecoutt of being obliged to quit our homes we were 
imaUe to cultirate our land and the consequence » a 
great scareify of provisions. We hare again lived ot^ 
the hon*ors of 1823. The country has been complete^ 
nmtged by the armies. Houses have been robbed of 
their contents, provisions taken from them, &e beeves 
have been driven out the country^ and the game frighi* 
ened off. We have suffered during the summer exceed- 
ingly ; some of us have tried to raise a late crop of c<nr& 
by Ranting in June, but this experiment has not 
suiiceeded well. What we are to do I know not, but I 
tr«st seme way will be provided for us« I know tiw 
seme hand which has guided us thus far is able to pi?o« 
teot W still farther, and I do not distrust his beneficence. 
I will try and put my con&denoe in Him and beSev* 
that He wUl itot forsake us in this our day of distress. 

I mebtfoned that Gen* Houston was severely woimded 
m the battle of Sim Jacinto, and was obfiged to go it 
Vm Orieans. He returned firavi that «ity socne Ua» 
jft Ite tuoaMr ttotirety inured of his ^iFOoaii. BdbMr 



Sbtiltte Tift rtUB coimtljy 1ietfcddreMie€r"i^xno8t tedi^ 
iad tthe^otbsM iMer to tie eompaakms in* anns, a 09ff 
^ frUch I iHU tore insert; 



Sem Jacinto^. May 5ylSB6*) 

OWMAMB :"^ircuin6teiic6S.oozmected with the battle* 
(rf the 2l9t, render our separation &t the present unar 
fDidable. I need not express-^to joa the manj p^nfml 
lensations- whicb &at necessity infilcta upon me. I aok 
apUeedy how^eve^, bjithe hope, that we shall so<»i be^ 
ie-4uuted in the great cause of liberty^ Brigadier Gen- 
jfaL Rusk is'i^ypointed U> command the army for *the 
{HPOfent. I confide^ in his^ valor, hi» patrioUsm^ and hii^ 
nisdom-^-^us <»indii<Hi in the battle of San Jacinto ifm 
m&ment to ensure your confidence- and regard. 

The enemy, thou^ retreating, are still within the* 
baits of Texa8^**their' situation, being known to yoi^. 
JOB eaimot be taken ate surprise. Discipline and suborn- 
filiation w'U render yon invioGible— your vabi; and 
^joroism hare prov^ednyou unriFaledw liet not contempt 
.for lAia ^emjr ^hrow you off your |^rd. Vi^lanoe !»- 
^firstduty o£ a soldier, a^d ^]py the proudest rewaxd 
(«fMftto3s. 

Yoi^bave patiently endured priTttioQS, hardships anii 
44^^S'^i>^P*Ved;you have.en^untered pdda^ot 
^0^ oa^of thfit fmiwy.^g^st.you, wd home jpwiplf 
M dhet onset aud conflict of battle in b manner unknp9i|k 
j|^^ju;uia|s of »pde$zt war&xe:. Whii^^ai^^n^iqf i^ 

la 
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your independence renmiiis in Teiaa, the work itmcoDii>» 
pkte, but when liberty ii firmly eirtAUiiAecl by yooT 
patience and your valor, it shall be fatne enoiigh to say, 
" I ifas a member of the army of San Jacinto.'* 

In taking leave of my brave comrades in arms, I can- 
not suppress the expression of that pride which I so 
justly feel in having had the honor to commsmd them ia 
person, nor will I withhold the tribute of my warmest 
admiration and gratitude for the promptness with which 
my orders were executed, and union maintained through 
the army. At parting my heart embraces you with 
gjn&tade and affection. 

Sam. Houston, Commander-in^Chitf. 

Our army is Istai on the frontier and in a good coa^ 
tion ! how long it will be necessary for it to continue ^IbeH 
It Is impossible to say. We know not what will be tiiS 
movements of Mexico, as she has not as yet acknoW^ 
ledged our independence. But be they what they may 
•he will not find us unprepared ! We know that ^ 
maintainance of our liberty depends upon omr vigilance, 
and we will ever be ready to fiice our enemy. 

At our election in September, Genersd Houston was 
dected President rf the Republic of Texas by a large 
majority. All things seem very peacesible at the pres<nit 
time, and, except for the scarcity of proviaons, I dee no 
reason why we shall not be prospered this winter: ^ We 
hite commenced re-building the placed which W^ 
burned down, and again are established ia comfiHiaitle 
dweflings. The families are now returning to' <h^ 
hcfii^Bf though slowly, ttiid all things seem to cart MT 



flat didl ttid dreaty loolc Whieh they to lately iroi^^. 
If Mexico ioeB not again ibvade our couxttry, I iimfk 
we shall by another sjmng be once more proeperooe 
and haf^y. 

Yooia truly and afieetionateiy, 



LETTER XXI. 

Columbus, Texas^ Auguit 29, 1887. 
Bbab Friend :^-When I last wrote you I thought 
tfiat I had experienced as severe afflictions as it was 
possible for any to suffer ! But just at that time I was 
ealled upon to undergo fresh trials, to undertake one of 
flie most perilous journeys I haye ever made m my Hfe^ 
and to witness a scene which was truly heart-rending* 
Oae of our neighbors had bad some n^roes run away 
from him ; he supposed they had started for Mexico imd 
wotdd endeavor to get into that country as soon as poe^ 
dble, if they were not intercepted. Two of his sons, 
accompanied by a young Scotchman by the name of 
Steele, started in pursuit of the fu^tives, taking Ham 
loate to San Antonio de Bexar. They went on saMy 
till they reached Oonsales and had crossed the Guadu* 
lope river. As they were ascending the bank of the 
rirer they were fired upoft by a party of Indians who 
hfA seen their approach and concealed themselves fer 
the purpose of k^g them. Steele was shot, Ck^ini 
BsesnB was kiBed kstandyy ai»l A» iM»se of Leas^ 



JtMiift ' iM ^bwft fr6^ w<idr hm^ He imiat to h % 
iqiMiig btiek mto* <&e mer and 0wam with til poMn^ 
•peed to the opposite shore^ deeelj followed l^ sooie- 
ene whom he supposed to be one of the Indii^s. Ibfr^ 
tan, however, suoeeeded m tmt*8wiinmthg him, and oq 
xeaeliiag &e shore rani with all possible speed into 
ihe bottom. Fmding itt knpossible to travel rapdfy 
with his boots on^ s;iM5e they were so heavy with wi^r, 
le pulled them off and come on bare-footed. In thia 
tttoation he at length i^aobed home. In one honr 
after his arrival he was so swollen and bloated from the 
ftktigae of running, and t^e> broises^ he had received 
ya forcing his way tlut^ugh the thiok bushes, m to 
^ unable to step. In tbia distressing situattoa he 
yemained several d^ys. 

On his return, h^ told us of lus encounter with the 
Indians, stating that hia brother he knew was killed, 
but he did not know aa Steele waa;: he knew be fas 
ihot but did not think he was dead. On jaa^img into 
the river, he, Beesan, had thrown his gim into the river 
kiMXwing that it, would be of no service to him, to prevent 
the In<Hai» from^ getting possession of it He also uiii 
a^t the person who IbUowed him acipss the livei^ 
though he supposed at the time it was an Indian, vvii^ 
have beea Steele ; for whea he accreted hixnself in t^ 
timber^ he heard a;grQan aa of a» persoi^ in diatresa, y^}^ 
ha thought might be Steely. The poeaihility 4>f &i4iig 
gt^le yet alive €ai;se<i us to hasten to th^ {dace wb^it 
tb^ aj^y t<ook piae^. We aucpeeded ia^ maing $ 
fonq^y of tea xaea 1^ l^anng our fatailiea entine]|]r 
fli^etect^d^ a&d atort^ off with all p«6iihle . diipitok 



wk> liftd ju^t left tlie armj^ at ay houso'siok; tU% 
g^fleputn had a veiy fine iB^j^glass which ke^ wasf 0(| 
kiod as ia l^aa us. / We started with the iotentips^ of 
ridiag to Qonsales witboc^ laaking aaj. hall ; but jqo 
aniTing about fifteen xmles this side of that pbuce, Wfif 
•aw before us throu^ the timber, a large oompaaj oS^ 
horses. We were unable at first to make out ^thetbei; 
it was merely a gang of horses, or a parij of Indiaaa) 
but on dismounting from our horses lyad viewing them 
through the spj'glass we discovered them to be IndiaaSy 
mhB had apparently seen us and were watching. our 
approach. What to do we scarcely knew ! We were 
determined on g(Hng to the Guadalupe and see if 
Steele was still living. We knew we might leave the 
road and by going round perhaps avoid the Indians ; 
bat we feared if we did so, the Indians would follow us, 
and, coming up behind us, would fall upon us and kill 
ug ere we were aware of their approach. To go up 
boldly and attack them was full of danger as their 
number was much larger than our own. We finally 
decided to advance and attack them. We rode along 
towards them concealed from tbem by the timber and a 
bSl, till we came full upon them. They, supposing wa 
had taken a difierent course, were wholly unprepared 
for an attack, and instantly fled. We pursued thMm 
tir «Hne 'distance and then oontinued as fast as posaiUa 
on our way to Gonzales. When we arrived at Goozaltft, 
Ye found the whole face of the earth completely covered 
irtth the footsteps of Indiana, which looked fresh and 
MWa On lookkig across tlie river we bebeU the hodj 



•f OoSas Be«fan Ijdttg upon tiie ground. W« wen 
MW agiin at a loss to know how to proceed ; the ri?er 
waahigh so that it could be forded onlj hj a rerj hi^ 
borse ; of such there were but three. We were fearfiil 
that tiie Indians knew of our bebg there and were 
^ring in wait for us. We at length decided to place 
one 0entinei at the edge of the bottom to gLxe an alarm 
if the Indians approached in our rear, and another on 
tiie bank of the river to watch and tell us if thej were 
on the opposite bank, where the prdrie bluffs on to the 
riTer. We then prepared to cross the river. Three 
of us rode over, took the body of our departed friend 
Beesan, rolled it in a blanket, and carried it to the 
opposite side of the river. Steele was no where to be 
found* After having recrossed the river, we rode to 
an old deserted house where we found a foot-adz. 
With this we dug a grave inhere we buried the body 
of our lamented young friend. We then started on our 
return home, where we arrived in safety the next day. 
We afterwards learned that the Indians were encamped 
about three-quarters of a mile above Gonzales, and the 
head of Steele was found there. 

The loss of both these young men is to be deeply 
deplored. There was not in the country two young 
men more promising or more brave. They were poa- 
aessed of kind, tender feelmgs, allied to strong minds 
and steady habits, keeping the welfare of their country 
«?er in their minds. 

Steele was a Scotchman who had been in the country 
Init a short time. He was a gentleman of fine eduea* 
lion, very polite and gentleman^ in his manners^ and 



^fforei^y of high 'famtlj/^ Bftppjft woiUrik te€«rn^^ 
(SMBhy^ if tiiet^ i#ere many more miob> men as 4ii6i9i 
!Ellw^ we dde^y fe4 thm* losi, we^doabi tuA'Ony' 
ha?6'«mcle a iu^Rf cfxchaitgeyL and ire ebS^. ndl le^ 

P^aps ^i would lite^ knew wbrt^ beeamr df 
Sifita Jlnma our famous prisotier; aiad indeed the' 
Ustoiy^of ihhi immortal man since he wastakea at "Qn 
baMe'of San Jaomto camiot^fail to be intereslittg^ Ai^ 
he was Presideti^'of Afedco as weH as one of iMfr 
ablest men, it is not to be wondered at that, the peojdd' 
oftiiat country should put forth every exerti<»r to liberate 
Um. YarioiHi stratagems were undertaken for tba 
purpose. At one time a Mexican vessel arrived off the' 
coast of Ibexes, and landed at the mouth ef^ the Brasoa. 
A'smat! boat was sent from t^e vessel, up <to ColumlH% 
ia which were isix or seven menef diffewnt coimtiies«v 
Thej seemed to have no particular buiftness exe^ 
lioklng at the country. They manifosted agood cfeal-4 
o(' surprise on hearing of -Santa Anna's knprisonmentyk 
ttd M^ of l^em stated 'that be ^was ^acquainted mill' 
teita Aniia and would be glad to-^ee him. Penoission'^ 
^ gt&nted Mm to v^it Baixta Anna in bis'priwm# 
Kay ihefi went up the river about ten nnlesr above* 
Colombia to the place where Santa Anna was^kepi^ 
mter a stroiDg guard. Suspicion wasutentcailbiBeA Ay 
BiBu^eonoarning the diatacter of: the mm beloqgiiigjt(f£ 
tliai)oat,<Ni accountrof Mie enoMoas qtmatityof wina^ 
otibrad^ These were examined ; severab boUoe* werel 
£laad^eoiitaii£ng a4iq«dd« resembling wine in^its eaidry^ 
^iriiihiiAioh'^oar people iBipre.«mac(^%atod. 



of Ok^wii iakte mt aaA canM to a obBnOrt toW 
aodjied. It wai iQuikd to be a deadly pciBon. Tbe 
mm on the l^oiat fearing tbey Here suspected, kaiaer 
diatdy irent dovft tlie nver and getting on boaid of 
their yessel put oat to sea. We chanced to leara 
afterwards tint it had been their intenti<« to poison 
the guards while one ^ their number was informiiig 
Santa Anna of their dedgn ; and, after having gained 
possession el his pers(m io carry him off. But on 
aeeoiint of ^eur suspecting their motiv^es thej fsuled in 
the attempt. 

Soon after Ihis, Santa Anna proposed to Dayid G. 
Burnett who was at that time our President, if he would 
send him back io Meneo he would immediately on 
bis return to that country, acknowledge our indepei^ 
dence. Burnett was about to accede to his wu^iee, 
tlMplri»g he would indeed do as he pr<Mnised, and 
commenced making preparations to aend him back to 
Ida home^ but tiie army hearing of tUs moyement, and^ 
knowing the craft and cunnmg of Urn extraordinary 
aum, lest he should raise a large army to again invade 
ear co«ntry instead of acknowled^ng our independwot 
when he arrived in his own country, immedii^ly took 
e«^ measures as to pvevent the executioa <^ thia 
pfe}ect« 

After Qeneial Houston became Prendani of thia 
BepdUic, he made preparati(ma for sending Santa. 
Anna back to hia oonntry. Knowing Us Ufe woidi 
be in great peril if he was sent directly to Mezieo, he 
judged it safest to send Imn to the United States and 
tiMee by wiyr of WaAii^n City to Mejaeo. Wkm 



•we are for eVer rid of this our aUe \and powerflfil 
*aei6y. 

il am, jDear Kr, ' 

IToiur true and sincere friend. 
W. B. D. 



* JLETTER XXn. , 

Columhusy Texas. *l 
September 6, 1888. J 

Mt DftAR Friekd : — ^Have I ever given you a foB 
•and general description of the waters of our delightful 
4and t I don't recollect ever having done so, and I wilj 
^Hierefore improve the present opportunity. 

The Sabine is, as you know, the boundary between 
ttiia Republic and tiie United States* of tiie north. I^ 
>is narigable for a considerable distance, has a greai 
deal of valuable pine timber en its banks, and also mucb 
good land. Along its banks are sever^ thriving town8| 
<^ttmong wluch Sabine, Belgrade, Salem, and Princetou 
are the principal. The Sabine empties its waters into 
a large bay whii^h^ias sufficient depUi of water for 
<ftme]a' ot an ordinary draught; ^t tiie entrance is i 
^§dtt mud bar. . * 

Thd' Keches enters the Sabine at the norfh-wesleiai 
ttftremlty 6f ihe bay. ' This is a streani of considerabla 
•size : it& priAcips^ tributaries arb tlie 'Angelina ani 
4lte Att^jrad'tltets mi 'th^ Ajidh Bayou* ^ The Jand oa 
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jjl these streams is rich and covered inth TskaUs 
•timber. Many fine plaatatioM bftverfof some iime, past, 
been cultivated in the vicinity of Nacogdoches and abe 
near the confluence of the Angeji^^ and Attoyac rivers. 

OalveatoQ bay^ a- large body of water formed by the 
uniqn pf dae Trinity and San Jacinto rivers and BoffiJo 
Bayou, lies below the Sabine. It has twelve feet <^ 
water on the bar at the jei^rance, and a good anch<nrage 
inside. The Trinity river, its principal contributor, is a 
stream of considerable importance. On its banks t9 
much fine land and the best of timber.' This river has 
of late attracted considerable attendon, and the popula- 
tion h fast increasing. It has several small tributaries, 
aiul is formed by three considerable streams, called 4he 
jforlcs of the Trinity. !the San Jacinto is a stream of 
hut little importance in itself, though rendered famous 
hy the battle fought on its banks, at which we achieved 
our independence. It flows through a country of very 
£ood land, and affords considerable quantities of ^im 
timber. 

Buffalo Bayou is a small stream navigable some 
flistance. The land on its banks is of little value. At 
the head of navigation on this stream, stands Houston, 
a place rapidly increasing in populs^on and importance. 

Below Galveston bay is the mouth of the Brazos with 
a shifting sand-bar on which the depth of tiie water 
raries from four to eight f)$et. This is the largest river 
in Texas; the country throwgfi which it flows, -is irwy 
rich ajid ferUIe^ producing su^ar, cottcm, com, aad att 
dther southern productions in great abundance. Tbt 
^Wttom lands are ve^ fich aad heavily timbered^ 
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?arylBg!n widtk firom cma ta ten nuks on each sida* 
33ie timber is moB% live oak with an underv-gfowih of 
boMy^.mlcUpeaoh, asd bay. Many old plantations am 
on its banks, AS also many thriving towns. It was on 
this river that settlements were first made in Western 
itssam by the An^o^Am^oans. A^istin eototy, on 
ikoB mer» is one of the oldest counties in the Bepoblit 
except the coontry settled by the Spaniards. * 

San Bernard, Cedar lake^ and Cane Brake creek Qe 
west of the BrSsos. These are all mmor bodies of 
water^ bmt they flow through the most extensive body of 
excellent land in Texas. This is a district about forty 
miles in width and fifly or sixty miles in length, covered 
idmost entirely with cane brake and forests In various 
parts ift it many fine plantations have been cleared. 

The next haiher is the Passo Gavallo, having ten feet 
of water in the etttraficeu Above the entrance, Indians 
bave forded across from the Peninsula to the main 
bad ; firom Hm circumstance it derives its name, which 
ttgmfies the pass of the horseu It has the La Baca b^ 
mx ibe north and Matagorda bay on the north«^ast. 
!Die <mly ri^er of any importanee which empties into 
Matagorda bay^ is the Colorado. TUs is a raf^ stream 
^Mk the navigation somewhat obstructed by rafts of 
titaimr. The surrounding country is very rich, fertile^ 
UA beautiful. Many i&ne settlements have for a long 
tiajsbeen madd on iti hanks, and some towns are ift 
ciistaise^ It takes Its rise fiur up among Uie mountains 
and flows hi a beanetifolisjrystal stvfom to tiie bay. Thi 
tiiDber on its banks is i^ihiable* afa4< «steM9e| ibaai 
it^Uurgebodbs'Ofjjtoeaendoedw '^ ^ ^ 
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The tributaries to La Baca baj an the La Baca and 
XTaTidad riyeis. . Both of tkese are small sbreama; 
they partake of tbo general diameter of the livera of 
die oouQtry^ being skurted with a varietj 9f timber. 

West ^ the La Baca baj is Espirita Santo bay, a 
rfiaUow body of water with an outlet into La Baca bay 
#nd OBO into Aransaso bay. It is formed by the c(aw 
fluence of the Guadulupe and San Antonio riyers. Tin 
Guaduhtpe is a stream of remaricaUe beauty. Its prin** 
oipal tributaries are the Ban Maroos and the Coleto; 
both having their fountain-heads at the foot of Urn 
mountains. The land is rich. and the bottoms findy 
timbered. 

The San Antonio river enters Uie Guadulupe some 
distance above Espiritu Santo bay^ and resembles the 
Guadulupe in its principal features, though the forest is 
not so dense. It has but few tributaries for neariy one 
hundred miles from its mouthy where it receives the 
Ciboto, the Medina, the Salado, and Leon ; these are 
rapid aiid clear streams ori^nating in fonntaiiis at the 
Ibot of the mountains, above the city of San Antonio da 
Bexar. The land on these streams is very rich and the 
country surpassingly beautiful. 

Below Espiritu Santo lies Aransaso bay with a good 
aitrance and from ten to twelve feet of water on the 
bar. . The harbor is perfectly secure. Into this bay 
flow several small streams and one river« the AraAasdi 
nf considerable me. There is mu^ good land upon the 
bolder of these streams, though a scarcity, of timbes^ 
Sho ti\iitt|«ut is thie.ftrinoip^tree* .' 

Below Aransaso iio$ the, b^y of Coipus Christ^ 
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npcessSAt to vessels drawing five or six feet of water;' 
Inside this Tbay is deep water ; into this bay tt)i«^d^^e^ 
river ^Tueces, a beautiful and rapid stream of*, con*' 
eiderable magnitude. The land on its banlts hr' 6^ 
eifcellent quality. Towards its source it receives the 
watei-a of the San Miguel and its tHbutaries,' the' 1S6 
Frio and the Leona riVer. AH these streams have theil^ 
origin at the foot of the* mountains, and flow through air 
cpuhtry of unrivaled beauty and fertility. 

Kext is the Rio Grande, which forms the south-' 
Western boundary of Texa&. Just above its moiith i» 
Srkzcf^ Santiago, a harbor with a broad' ehtaranee anrf 
fifteen feet of water on th^ bar. The Rio Grande is onrf 
of" the first class streams oh the continent, and extendi' 
north-westerly to the forty-first or forty-secorid de^re^ 
df north' latitude.' It is at rapid stream, and rolls 6. vast 
vohime of water to the ocean', having but few'trifbatiirietf 
witt which to diwde its honors. In ita general appe^p-^ 
ance it resembles the Misissippi, the TTater being dark 
and turbidi The lands on its banks are very rieh and 
fertile. On its western bank are many rich ahd popu- 
bus Mexican to'wnis.. ' . 

'i'ou have without doubt often read descriptiotis of ft 
mm-sct at sek, but I presume you have never read one 
of a sun-set on the prairie. 'Beautiful and splendid as 
&e former is, it does not ecKpSe the latter. When fttr 
away from home and kindred, upon the bosom of Hie 
mighty deep, I have sat and watched th6 ifiighty brV 
of day'jas he slowly sank 'down into his oceaii bed, andf 
{hou^t earth could not afford' another sight as beautiftilv. 
Jl^t when night advance* arid the dassisling, golden, rajn 



• 

©l^,tb^,8im.|)(^l» to red4e^,^^d the mighty %1E^^ 
lijjjs^C.hys^siik^Upiemngappeara^ and pcnmfe 
tb(9 eyf of man to gajpe upon him witii iinpuni^ tii^ 
lAte gjOnl be|^ to be fiUed with wonder at the sublimity 
«f the Bcene^ The gorgeous clouds form a rosy path* 
iraj7 for him to tmad aa^ he glides downward into Uf 
bed of flowers and verdure.. Around him float m$ 
jAirple douds^ while beneath lay others tinged witk^ 
nature's richest vermillion^ As he wnks slowly dpwn he 
resembles a huge ball of fire falling amidst the grass ef 
the prairie When the sun is at last hid for the nighty 
from the eye of man, the fleecy clouds float for a few 
moments beneath the^ azure sky^ and then disappear* 
lien the bright silver stars come peeping fortti, one 
after another^ gladdening the eye with th^ twinkhng^ 
mlvery Hght, and now oomea^ up the full round ;mooii|. 
attended by myriads* more o£ bright stars, into the 
firmament already studded with t^se gems* Soon the^ 
light is suffieiently bright tsi^ enable the student to* 
eontimue his labors by tihe moonJ» bri^t xays. He* 
who is an admirer of the^ beauties' of nature, cannot look 
upon a scene like this* unmoved.. Then the wide prairie- 
>fhich lies spuead out on every side, Here ai^d there- 
i)slieyed with a elump of trees, ser^ea to render the- 
scene the more enchanting. Poets have often sung al 
&e beauty of Italkn skies,, but those who hwe seen both< 
pronounce ours equally beautiful. It does not appear 
txy me possible that there is any land more lovely than 
^exas. There is such an infinite, variety to its scenery 
^s^ ^ one can tire of gazing upon it. Peace and 
jpranquility abound here ^now and X can^ scarcely realizf; 



4M«hIltWf^tib0 0t>wd of war was he$r4 '^ oar bapi9^ 
Inad* I ^m&i the .present peac^ i» bat a harbinger cf* 
mwy more sach ]ii^P74a70 to eomc I would bo glaci 
if j0% woidd eome to Texas and enjoy mth us Ijie^ 
ptoasiizos which oiur delightful eountiry can afford. Emk 
0?aiits ai« fast flocking into the country, money and^ 
^pnoyisiiMQi are plenty, aaid I see no reason why w4|- 
flbonld not be happy. I think if you ever intend 
«oxniag hei^ that you wiU never find a more &vorabla' 
tiiM ttu^. i^ preseut. 

Affectionatdy yours, 

W. B. !>•. 



IiETTBJl XXHI. 

(ktober 21, 1839. \ 
SsABf FlLiBNi>:-<-^Tour last kind letter was duly 
rsodved. You expressed great pleasure in hearing of 
oar increasing prosperity, sod said you thou^t if thiSi 
itate of things continued yon would be widh us this falL. 
Would I could say it haa thus far lasted; bat we seen^ 
to be soxrounded by a foe> whose hostiliiy can n^yer b#^ 
edAosted ; I refer to the Indians.w Th^ numbem secte 
tp in<»rea8e rapidly, -and within the past year Ihey havli^ 
tmen xnere hostile, have come farther into i^ aetMo» 
^mi»^ ai^ commiitted nu>re daring S/^^^einAsmfi : 4bA 



tfcey liave' ever dotte before^ Tli^ katd efrer iaooj^ 
Q8 ^tdeeciingly by coming oh to ourfirbii^M, Bieafing 
Korses and mui^erkig tfad iahabitants.- But, btelj, k 
tt^e e( tiorthdm Indians have moved into the ^o^mtry, 
and feettled up north-east of us among the Cheroli^eff, 
who have purchased attract of land in that directioiU 
Among these Cherekee* reside portions of sevefral tr9>e8 
who have ever been among our most deadly foes. Hfe 
unival of l^e horthem Indians in thetf-midst seems 'to 
have added fury to their breasts already inflamed with 
wrath and hatred.* New no danger, no fear deters 
them from venting their rage upon whoever they find in 
a situation but poorly protected.. They have dared to 
come into our very midst, stealing property, and mur- 
dering the settlers. 

Last spring a party of these Indians came down within 
half a mile of this place during the night where were 
some men and boysj who^ hadf bteja. at work in a brick 
yard. Several robberies had been recently committed, 
and* these persons had staked out their horses, and that 
nigktj for the first time, determined to watch for the 
tKieves.^ * 7we Indians eametzpand were about taUng 
&e horses^ when one of the boys raised up. . As bt 
icdded himself frem the ground, the Indians fiised at him 
wounding him in the hand with an arrow. Thej then 
lijftt going up above the town about six miles^ where ih^ 
C^sed the river and etole two thousand dollars mnrUi 
«f very fine raee horses from a gentleman who* i»sided 
Ifcere.* We imm^ately made up a company of ekv^ 
ifiea and ibUon^ed after them. We had pursued diem 
Ibont'ei^t mHes when we eome upon tracks i^pparentlf 



umis nm mujL fliS 

m iteA ms our own; the grooiid was V617 QniTMinl 

UUy^ 80 as to fairly exchdo the Indians from oar sights 

ttioagh wo hotew tre must be close upon them* Two cf 

us were sent on a little in advance of tlie otiiers tiiat wt^- 

mi^t deceive the Indians m regard to our numbets* 

The Inc&uis suspecting we should Mow them had lefk 

two of their number in the rear.to give the^iknn, if they 

tsaew US approaching. These two were seated under Ik 

tree a Kttle off the trml, and as De i^and and myself 

Ascended a hill we came within five steps of them befora 

we were discovered. On seeing m they instantly started 

to ti^air feet and attempted to run to their companions. 

I raised my gun to my shoulder with the intention of 

firing upon them ; but unfortunately my gun merely 

snapped. Heaiing this the Indians instantly wheded 

and were about firing upon me^ when our party who had 

rode round the lull and rode up in front of us came up; 

Seeing the peril to which we were ejposed, a Mr- Wadd 

instant^ presented his gun and fired upon the Indian 

killing him upon the 8p<^. The other fled andiBiuc^ 

ceeded in reaching his companions. We pursued ih^n 

across the. .prairie fifteen miles, but they being mounted 

m bora^s^n^uch fleeter than ours, sacceeded in ceaelrn^ 

tbs ^atf^ri^ad and secreted themselves in the timber^ 

^ght bad noit come on and>our horses were wprn dow 

in the rapi4 piirsiait. We knf^w we ehould be um^le it 

keep up the chase during the m^t, and b^nre morning 

the Indians would be so 'uutoh tn our advance as to 

tmii^ pussuit u^U«s. We therelim deddvd to gm 

Vf following them and retium to our ooenpafons at hosi4 

ftOer Jhja tbtfo JndMuubiHaryiag out itaf 
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lenerimeln^am prmoi{de of revenge of defti^, caaie 
.d^#B mth'ft^inaeh larger force:ihazi before, whhm a mile 
iKoda^halftif toifn,aiid killed two ilieB, a wlute is^ aid 
•A-n«gra»iriioin iiiej found erecting a cabin; after viiidi 
,1jiej immediatolj left the settlement. As it chanced 
there was a hay-ctttter, who was at work a short distance 
from where the scene tock }dace. He observed ihift 
there wa^ an unusual number of guns fired, but did not 
give it sufficient attentioa to. go knA learn the cause* 
&)on aftei^w^Erds he came into town and mentioned this 
fact. Three <£ us d^ded to so out and see if IncBans 
were lurking there. '^On ai'nYing at the spot we found 
the bodies lying there butcher^ and mangled in a 
iiorrible manner ; one of them had been scalped, and 
the whole presented a most ghas% spectacle; many 
signs of the Indians were also discovered. We returned 
to town and nine of us started in pursuit of the Indians. 
Q^hia nuH^er was the largest; that could be raised at the 
time, the most of our men havmg gone down to Laborde 
againat the Toncoway Indians who had encamped near 
^re. We had no difficulty in following tiie trail of -the 
Indiana, as tiiere was a large number of them. We 
purstted them out beyond the settlements, but te no 
piorpose, not .being aUe to overtake the foe ; and not 
being prepared with men or means fbr a kng march, we 
ffetmned home regretting exoeedmgly the fruitledsiiesd 
l»f tite lejqaedkion. 

But, a word iM>wfor thewovks of internal iminrove* 
Bent 'wL this oor beloved land* ' Enactofeitts were passed 
dming the last seemn of CoDgresai for the (Mteeiion of 
Iha ^MupEtry.&em^ese inotti^oili ef the Ztidiani«^ A 



fiecm&'Aoit vxm ssrr 

uifitaEiy road fitnfl the moatk ai ike ^Kiamiriite Bad 
»7er to tfie river Kueees atthe interseotion^ the road 
£roia Bezar to ^e ]presidio del Ko Grande, has been 
provided for by CSongresa whiefa is to be saficieniFf 
cleared and bridged to ado^t the passage of wagonsl 
Blockhouses or garrisons are to be maintamed at tariotuS 
fxnnta* Arotmd each station aare to be surveyed ihree 
leagi^res sc^naire of knd, and to be laid off in lots of one 
Imndred and sixty acres eaoh ; two of these lots are te 
ht reserved to Oovemmentfor the purposes of fortifi- 
cations, Cammig, kc. One o&tiiese lots is to be granted 
as botint^ land to each -^of^the *eoIdiers comprising the 
re^uMut, vha shall ^lave cempKed faitt^lTy with tb0 
ierms of enlistment, and the remainder- is to be distri^ 
1>uted among racb abl^bodied citisens as will settle upotf 
and ctdtivate them 'for the space of two yeaf^s. The 
frostier regiment is to consist of eight hundred ' andf 
forty men, to serve for three yeaps,'TiAless' Sooner dis^* 
charged. The regiment is tobe^divided into fifteeA 
companies of fifby-six men each, and to be stationed m 
the iEoHoTOig manner along the road, one^ detachment of 
fifty-six men at Red river, one 'detachment of on^ hun-^ 
dred and sixty-eight men at Ae Three Forks of the 
Trinity ; one detachment of one hMdred find twelve men 
at the Bi^oa ; one detachment of one hundlr^d and twelve 
men at the Colorado ; one detachment of fifty-six men* 
at the Bvx Marcos ; oneof fiftj^-six mea 06 the€ib(do ; 
Qlie oC fifly-aix .mea.at ibe Bio Frio ; ^ne ef ' tWb hun- 
dred and twenty-four at the Nueces., The fe^psraie W 
cultivate Impart of.ti» three handred and sitty*acrea - 
Msei^ed to Government, fet ^ir sustenaBcei. ^Bbe 



^^ifi/f^^wfit^ i^ thff If^eces 10 ta;tmnr«t8« the cooiby 
^tiween tfaaA oomUr; mi "^ Ko Gitode, M mmremmUt 
fi4/^9i»i , Tbe cooerj^etioa of ^tbis n>^, garnsoKied it 
tidied iatorvals, wiU| w« tmsli tford junple f)roteeiiDii to 
tb« oow^ beiaw it, mijfweBt tbe iacliisuoiis of tho 
fayageur , 

f la iM^ditikm to tbip, othar works of ktarod imytofo- 
ipent tso piqjocted; nmoikg ihdm aro tlio Bxwoi aad 
iSalrestoa fifty railroad ; donm^uoing 1^ Auatima att 
t)M If eat ahore of Galveston bay, mod lermiaatbg lA 
BoliTar on the Braeos, interaecttmg. Chocolate Bajoa al 
Lhrerpool, the whoh length tUrtjr-fiTe miies* TUa 
food 18 intiended to take the ootton a&d other prodnee 
^ the Bra«08 yaltej to Galreston bay, where it can he 
f«hi]^>ed in Teasels of largo dramght It is also pr(^)osed 
to build 9k raolxQad frooa Houston &e i^resent^ to An^ 
Oxe proposedf seat of goyemmeat. Thk will eonneot 
the counties of the Gololrado and B^raios rirera with tim 
head of ateamboat navigation on Bufialo Bayou, and by 
that with (^alveaton. 

Companies har^ ^aady boon incorporated fi»r the 
purpose of clei&ang the Colorado ritery and also Caney 
creek, from obstructions to navigation^ 

A company has be^oi incorporated for the purpose of 
'connecting the Brazos 'With the ivest wi of Galvt^ston 
^bay by means of can^. 

Copimis^oners bare ht^ appointeel to mtttk out a 
toad. fr<^p Bastrop to Bed river by way of l^e Tta^ 
y^As <rf the Trimty* 

The authc^tiea «^ the cototry are utiammously'recog^ 
iMxQd as lie^timate;. tbs laws are just and impartisdi^ 



"Bticl fiuthfollj executed. The^f utore is ripe wiQi the mosi 
sangtiine anticipatieos of pn^^eriiy^ wealth, and hapi»^ 
ness. Energetic kni acti^ einlgrants are rapidly 
flocking into the country^ We hope soon to {)e ont qf 
■ dai^ger from the Indians, being protected by the military 
road, and witih the rest of the world we are at peao9^ 
True, Mexico has not yet acknowledged our indepea^ 
dence, but we hare fiUle to Ibar from her even diouli 
ahe again invade oar county 

I would still ad^e you to cometo^exas. ToaS 

who would carve out f(Mr ^liemsehes fortunes at 4im 

'expense of a temporary sacrifice of the hixuries of fife^ 

4n preference to fretting away their lives in earning m 

Subsistence in a country afready fiHed with hungry cozik 

petitors, I would «ay come^to Texas ; buy you farms, or 

in some way use your ttdents in^triotMy, and be iad«h 

pendent. Should the savages attack your homes, or even 

^ould our former enemies the Mesdcans, again isvada 

r0\ir peaceful delightful land, we have the satisfiicti<a 

«of knowing that those homes are richly worth defen^g* 

Your true and sincere friend, 

W: B. D, 



no usxos noM jsum. 



XETTEE XXIV. ^ 

^ ' < • ■ . . - • ; 

December 17, 1840. J 
D^AB Fjrjbnd : — A& after a feur and beautifid di^y^ 
fltorm n^aj be e^cied to arise^ so seems the life of a 
frontier settler. When all seems still and quiet, yf^ 
knownot how soon wei may expect troubles and hard^ 
4hips«, For fk iFew moments we are j)ermitted to bask in 
tbd' sunshine of prosperity, and then dark, murky cloudl 
ane seen .gathering in the, distance, which grow thicker 
2M;id heavier, completely obscuring the sky as they 
a|>|^oach, till at last they break in fury upon our heads* 
We have been hoping that the military road which I 
jgaentioned in my last would soon be established,. and we 
{ihould then have ample protection £rom the incursioitf 
of the relentless sav^es. But before this could be 
completed we were called upon to engage again in 
scenes of danger. In the sprii^ the Cherokees came 
down upon pur north-western frontier, stealing property, 
killing our surveyors who were engaged in surveying 
lands, and committing various other depredations ; they 
at ' last became so troublesome, that a large force was 
raised and sent against them under t the command of 
General Edward Burleson. This army marched up 
into the Cherokee country -and there had two or three 
• severe batties with the Cherokees ; he at last succeeded 
Un bringing them under subjugation. These Indians 
^Iiavea*e8ided omthe frontier of the United. States^ aiil 



liave become well acquainted with the use of fire-armu, 
in fact they are not excelled in this By our own people, 
and the task of conquering them was much more diffi- 
ddt than is the case with the southern Indians. But 
IBurleson is a brave Oeneral and came off rictorious as 
he ever does, his motto being '* Victory or death.*' The 
Oherokees being conquered, Burieson and his men 
returned again tb their homes* Scarcely had they 
arrived before a large party of Camanches, 0116 thousand 
or more in n^imber, came down from their country on 
Hie north-west of us and passing ihrough the heart of 
our country entered Linvilie, a town situated on the 
coast, between the Guadulupe and Coloriado rivers. 
After killing some of the inhabitants, and taking others 
prisoner?, they set fire to the town and burned it to Hhe 
ground. Strolling parties of these Indians on their way 
back, fell upon the inhabitants who resided in ike settle* 
ments, killing them and plundering their houses. The 
town of Victoria was entered and several persons killed. 
By ttiis time the startling news of ttieir invasion had 
rcMEicfaed the Colorado. Several companies were imme* 
diately formed, and star1»d in pursuit of the fier^^ 
Camanches. A company left Matagorda and moving 
on tame upon tfeeir traiJ just after they lef c Victoria. 
A company was formed in Columbus and placed under 
my command, we fell upcHi the trail yfbere it crossed th^ 
denzalea road ; at the same time a oompany was formed 
in La Grange, and under tiie command of Col. John H. 
Moer^ feu upon the ta*ail at the same place i had d6ne« 
A fourtli company was made up at Bastrop eomminded 
}rf General Bt&rleson^ who strti^ tkmt iriaL btfere they 



vaidied Plum Oedc. The four conq>a]U^ concenteitel 
We, and bj dint of very hard ridmg succeeded in over* 
taking the enemy at Plum creek. Orders were instanilj 
giffin to charge upon the foe. This was done as thej 
were crossing the creek, which being very boggy, they 
found great difficulty in doing ; and we were enabled ti 
kill a great many of i^em, liberate the prisoners, a&4 
force ^em to give up their spoils before &ey were able 
to cross the creek* We still continued to follow them 
after they had crossedt constantly filing upon them. 
They did not attempt to fight but little, but seemed beiU 
on escapng from us. We kept up the pursuit till their 
force scattered, ^nd we were unable to effect much by 
pursuing. The number of Camanches killed we never 
asoertsuned, but it was quite large : of our own me^ 
not one was killed. When we found farther pursuit 
useless, we xetumed to the creek where we h^d left the 
prisoners whom we had liberated. 

Perhaps it may seem foolishness in me to attempt tQ 
describe to you the brutality and cruelty which savagp 
nations practice upon their, prisoners, since you have 
ever been familiar with the heart-sickening tales of their 
barbarity in the settlement of our own native land* 
But, dear friend, one can never realize the full, extent of 
their savage ferocity, unless he has ha4 the pain of 
seeing instances of it. The prisoners whom we we^ so 
fortunate as to liberate from these Can^mches^ weif 
ooix^^ly cpvered wjktb the stripes and bruiaes whi#i 
tbey had received from their merciless enemifis* Amoi^ 
the spoil which we tpolf, from these Camancheg, we fining 
lacge port^QQs of h^iman flesh /evidimtly |)i;epa^d fyf 



<Jo(>kfiig. Tie Terjr thou^t of tifeit barB&i% causer 
tf chiH to isreep" thtougK tny veirife. One wenikn, lAo- 
^as iaken pnSoner by these Indians, ^M ine that two 
<tf her children had been taken with her, one of ffiese- 
being very small hiridefed her progress,' which one of ' 
the Indians perceiVing^snatched it from her; and dashed 
out its brains against' i tr6e. The mourning motlier 
kept on her course sadly, yet not darihg to utter a word' 
oF cortrpfefcint. Sbon her other child who had'been placed 
npbn a pack horse, manifested evident signs^ of failing 
strength, and' inability to keep up with the savages;* 
then the nibWftr's feelings-were destined to \indergo fresh 
trials ; the cup was filled to the brim, and she was forced' 
to driAk the bitter draught ; her fortitude was' put tO" 
afnofiher test, and wrought up to the highest pitch. The 
Eidians perceiving the failing strength of - the child, kW 
ttpon him with th^ir spears, and having deprived him of 
the last 'flickering flame* of life, cast his mangled corpse; 
aside to be food for the hungry vultures. Who can- 
paint'the agony of that' mother Vfeellhgs* as she beheld 
both her little ones destroyed" in this brutal manner hy 
the hands of her savage masters. Her own safety 
requk^edher to witness this horrid spectacle with\;om- 
pdstire ; one word of murmur of complaint* from her, 
would haVe caused them to put her to instant death. 

Thift Camanches are a very numerous laribe of Indifens, 
who reside between our country and Santa Fe. They 
jtbai^ all that cotmtry lying- between the head of the- 
©dloraA) And%he Red river. They have no j^rmtaeni' 
iMding' place, and no* town^i They never cultivate* the^ 
gM>mid, kil in th^tr peregrba^ioms they f(Hl'6w'th« gVM" 
20 
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ubiclf affiffdr/Q^em mpma of s^iI^nsteiM^^ Where 1it» 
huffilo ranges,, there dwells the ^erce Camapchesi. 1% 
is ttseleju to send force agaizist them, as one neyet 
buows where they are to be found. ^Qiey may at one 
time be known to be encamped at a certain {JLace, and. 
before aa armed foroe can reach thai {Jace,.they wilL 
doubtless, be removed a hundned milea distant, lliej 
are very skillful in equiesUianism and always fight oik 
horseback ; they are quite expert in war,, though not aa 
much so as the nortbenxlhdians ; being unaccustomed toi 
the use o£ fire-arms%. If their enen^ flees before thexBi 
when changed upon, he ha^ but little chance of escapOf^ 
ttnce they are such excellent horsemen as to be able to* 
overtake him, though he has greatly the advantage in. 
starting;, but if he stands his ground, showing a 
dauntless s^rit and a disposition, to, fight or die, they 
8e|domi< make a second charge. Xhey never commii 
depvedations during the ni^t but always under tiie full 
H^t of day.. 

I2iiugra¥its are still coming to the country to enjoy 
with< ua the delights of our American Staly. The^ 
country indeed seems to be filling up rapidly,, and is, I 
believe, destined to support a dense population. I bA 
happy to state that the new comers seem to be peo]de' 
ef intelligence and enben^rise ; indeed none but .^tef" 
prising persons would think of coming to a country like 
this, where the vengefid red man. stands ever ready to- 
ML xifon the uiiproteoted and unsuspecting, and where 
we are yet uncertain what couese our former mi«tecs^ 
t^^Mezicans- -^lA pursue.. But ife have pne thing ia^ 
^Sifort us,^'^ whatiwe sow ux tears m^ AfUl douhiilett^. 



ft^ iiijcy.*'^ We 9gll.l0oH forward; to a ftitar^ replete 
mtb happineii^ whea ifi^ ^utU be protected from oiu^ 
m^t-e^ loos;. Your mcere friend, 



KETTER 3SV. 

Columbugj Texoi^ \ 
jZfecmJer 25^1841. ) 

ZHbab Hc^sifD : — Qow true it is, that in this worldi 
Ihe' letter is^ mixed with the* sweet. I have often- 
Viondered and> discussed within^ my own zmn(d whether 
Hisre is in this world more joy dian sorrow., I am, for 
B^ own part, rather inclined to think them nearijr 
•qo^. Audi is it not well thal^it is so? ^^ Nature 
bestows not all her- blessings* u4)oq one,*^ and '^ In tht* 
imdst of joy we are in sorrow " are sayings which the 
people of T^xas are called upon to attest the truth of» 
I do not mea« to e«Hn$lain, I know that we are blest fae^ 
%eyond our desestsw We are happy ia> living in one of 
tilie most deUghtful ooontries in the- world. We have i^ 
government, the organisation of wlueh is nowhere suis 
passed. Kind, neighbors and friends surround U8«r 
Improvementa are still 7)rogres8ing and,, for the past 
jear, the sound of war has not distujpbed us. With al^ 
these blessings methinks I hear you say,, surely y<^ 
ought to bo happy.. I acknowledge dear friend thai 8<^ 
ve oughi to be, but there is ever in tl^ia world' a some«f 
flnng.waiitmg; we oannot be* perfect^ hafpr*^ ^:; 



236 laftatM noM nxM. 

' Alik>tigh summftded with all il^ blessibg^-i^ck i 
SiftTe enumerated, thi» year, wMoh is- just fading inttf 
d.^ past, unS wUI, «rre long be forgotten and lost ia^thit 
locg* vista oP coming years, has been to us a year of 
hardships and trials. In the beginning of our reyolntkm 
Oongross issued a speciee of money called Texas Pro- 
missory Notes ; these notes for a time were at par ; biit 
they at length comui^nced decreasing in value, little by 
little, till at the beginning of this year, they were wor& 
not more «han ten or twelve cents on the dollar. Those 
of us who had disposed of much of our property for thk 
l^exas tooifiey WheA it was at^>par have lost a great deal, 
and dome have lost their all by its decrease in value. 
We are obliged to pay one hundred, or one hundred 
taii fifty dollars- for a barrel of flour, and other thingf 
are in like proportion; Thi8,*of course^ canses a great 
deal of distress. In addition- to this, our crops hmve 
ftlkn short this year on account of the* dry sea«on, so 
fiiat we have often suffered greatly for want of food.^ 
We have been barely and scantily supplied with the 
fiecessarieB of life ; luxuries we have had none. But 
we long since beaame used to all these privations, and 
those of us who have been here in the first set^emen^ 
of the country know well how to brave them; but the 
Rew settlers who hate been brought up m ease Mid 
luxury at home^ I sincerely pity ; the hardships mxai 
necessarily* seem Very great to them. I hope sobm; 
door will soon be epiebed for the relief of our distreaeesk 
r try to keep up good courage remembering that ^* fik^ 
h^rt D^'er won Mr lady," but sometimes it doe4 i 
tbftt ther^ ia mo larger tooik for hope*. 



^%e fleMona ia tiibi o<?cmtry are j^ as ngabur y i^ 

ti^ in i^e Unifced States. Srwths are very frequent. 

If A persoa {Jsmts early, he can generally succeed in 

raiamg a large crop ; bat if he does not plant till late, 

the dry season comes on,^parches the groimd, and ruins 

the crop. During the summer we have but Utile wet 

weather ; the days are warm, though pleasant. Bj the 

first of April, the cold weather has entirely passed, and 

generally we have but Utile cold weather after the first 

of March. As early as possible in the season we plant 

oar crops, say by the. last of February or first of March. 

Bj that time every thmg begins to look fresh and 

green, the grass spriiigs forth, here and there may bs 

se«i fovely little flowers peeping forth from the silent 

«arth, the leaves of trees begin to put forth ; the duskj 

leaf of the evei:green live oak falls frqm its home on the 

fa-ee, and its place is supplied by verdure fresh and new. 

You in the cold redone of the north, where naturf 

never has sufficient time to unfold all her extensive 

wsurdrobe, can form no idea of the many gorgeous and 

splendid robes in w)iich she here takes pleasure in decking 

herself. The foliage of the trees is much thicker and 

more beautiful than in the northern clime^-tbe flowers 

of a deeper and gorgeous hue. In the spring of tl^ 

year our prairies resemble a beautiful parterre. Texas 

is oertaioly richly adorned by nature, and I hope that 

the time will come when art too ahaU have lent her aid 

to deck this beautiful place. 

* Thou^ the weather is so warm during the summef 
isasMi, and the sun pours down his powerful rays, th^ 
4oat is not c^pressive^ To be out in the sun where hj^ 



tay$§iftv^ fan force upon brie,' it of conwe can gosrcelj 
be endured ; but in the shade it is oool and pleasant^ 
5he breezes from ihe boutii are refreshing kttd delightfm. 
The nights durihg'the summer, are more pleasant iiiaa 
fai ffliy country with ^hich I' am acquainted. About 
«un-doiim i cool delightful breeze spring up and soon 
the hot rarefied air becomes coo! and pleasant. As 
ingjit passes the air becomes still cooler^ and before djqf 
the slumberer needs to draw his blanket roimd Mm to 
protect him' from the cool breezes- 
General Houston, on the second Monday of this 
month, was inaugurated President of the Republic 6f 
Texas. After his first term of service in that capacity 
liad expired, he was succeeded in the Presidential chair 
Jby Gen. Mirabeau B. Lamar* Some of the jmncipal 
events which occurred daring Lamar's administration 
were the Cherokee war and the Santa Fe expedition. 
Of the success of the Cherokee war I have jJready 
informed ypu. The Santa Fe e5q)edition was an entire 
Ihilure. In the spring of this jsear, an armed force of 
About four hundred commanded by Cola. MeCloud and 
<2ok)k were sent into Sunta Fe to take possession of thai 
jcountry and enforce .the laws of the Texan Republic 
therein. They were much longer on the route than 
ittrcy had Expected' to he, and ajb length their provi^ona 
fell short ; their sufferings were dreadful ; many of theiii 
iiiarved to deai^ while die others managed to subsist on 
the flesh of their horses. At length, finding they 
should be unable to reach Santa F^ without they could 
<)bta&i provisions, and that they were likely to. mee 
mWi a repWse frortt the iihabitafit^, the/ sent Ck| 



Isni9 NiD ti^t, couiiry wiOt in eieoii to mo if }|4 

could obti^p aioppKea for iheanny. Wkea he amrdl 

at Santa vFe, iost^ad of d<»fig as he ImmI boefi amtboricedl 

to dO) hifi gaye the Meneans ii^orniatioti of ^e expedi^ 

^0B« of iheir destitutioi^ their niimbctihi^aBd liie ^ac# 

of tl^eir ^;iioa«apmenti He iras ipformed that l^e armjf 

CQtild raeeiye no supplied from them, «m1 imAA hi 

obliged to.Burrender or fight their way bto^ihe eouiitry* 

^e was npw bribed by the Moxicans* to counsel nxA 

adnse.the officers to surrender, telling they should bv 

veil .treated, l^c* The Mexicans promised Lewis « 

QoUmeVs commission in the MexiGan mnj, and to 

i[6speGt all f^s private property* Lewis ^informed them 

that bo ha4. a w^on in the army which would bo of^ 

TsJae.to him* The Mexioans ^ imansdiatoly va(rrange«l 

ibcir artiUeiy and troops to massaare oitr'4»my if 'tiiey 

Infused to surrender. On Lewis's return to the army^ 

he was accompftfiied by th^ Grovernd: of the (Jouatry,' 

the Alcalde, and a force of Mexicana. The Governoi' 

told the officers ^f the Texan army 'that <}iey musir 

surrender or force ^heir way into the country; tiiat if* 

they would surrender and eater Santa Fe in a peaceabk 

manner they rfiould be supplied with >plenty of pro-" 

Tijoons and be permitted to e8tsJ)lish the Texan laws- in 

that coui^try. Lewis, faithful to the promise wHoh 

he had made the . Mexicans, exerted his influenoo with ^ 

M^Cloud and Cook for them to suirender, telliDg them 

18 they were short both of pro?isioD8 and ammunition it 

would be useless for them to eope with so formidable a 

&•; he also pledged laa honor to McCloud as a mason, 

^ limki^^ boUi oi them belonged) that what be 
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iold. ihMi was WK' MoCI<md i<e«^7 ^Ided la Ui 
«^0ilati<H^ ; Gook bug widistood tii^if pi^efemiig to 
fbr0« kia way bM ttie eoas^rjr, inxt tras al leogli 
pexiDaded BffioA his better judgment by tiie repi^ 
^aentatioflis of Ci^. Lema, and decided to sarrendex^ 
Ae soon aa our army had given tip ^^^ arms, tfai 
He^oan forces irere nmrehed up, tbe 9?ezans wttre tied 
iwo by two ajid mi^ofaed as prisoners Bito Santa Fe. A 
Ddeeting was then held 'to determine^i<4ietii^ they Aodd 
be setit to the CasUe ef ^Perote im the mterior of MezicOi 
$r be shot. Ofmiion was about eqinUIy divided ; the 
"Governs desired Hkem to be shot, bat a priest interfered 
1ft behalf of tiie Texa&s, uid it was dedided th^^ ib^ 
ahoidd be impriscoied* The Governor dSnding himself 
doable to sueceed k^ his wi^s, broke ^his sword and 
instantly gare np fais«icommi8si<m, The Mexicans had 
^oor nflfortnnate army <ut8taQtIy pat in irons and sent off 
to tiie H3asde of PeMte ; on ^he way there, when any 
-sue of the men failed in strength and became miaUe te 
proceed, 4ie was instantly ehc^. A more inhnman, 
barbarous proceeding tiian ikas «I have never in my 
life known* The act was one well worthy*of the savage 
^roeity of tJie uBtutored son of die forert. 

Afber the prisoners had been sent from Santa Fe^ 
Iiewis made appGcation for im commission and Us 
property, but was informed by the Mexican authorities 
that ^ perden cf his chara<^ter, who would behay his 
-owm country meai could obtain no commission in them 
vc^Giuntry; tiiat he could only be protected by them 
during iiaat ni^; that tiie IJissouri traders wei^e cA 
«tbe)Qo)H>ntfer4ymiaad he^ould b^ obl^ toli««e 



iOte'^oimtrj. The property of the Tezans was all eo^ 

rfiscated, Lewis's pretended wagon with the rest. 

Since I commenced this Jester there has blown up a 
** Norther/' and yon must therefore excuse me if this 

(letter becomes liryAad uninteresting. You that know 
nothing of the northeps of iiiis eountiytcan scarce see 
why a person should become dtdl on account of the 
change of the weather. But we not only get dull, but 
often cross.; everything is by general consent permitted 
to be so. Without, rages the bitmg blast and aU looks 
gloomy J the air grows dark, the long moss as it swaj« 
to and fro in &e wmd, looks chilly and dreary; the 
sky assumes a leaden hue; all nature seems dark and 
gloomy; as the norther approaches, the cattle seek 
shelter in the bottoms, people who are without fly 
instantly to their houses, the riddr iQ the open prairie 
wraps himself quickly in Us i blanket .imd quickens the 
speed of his horse. 

These nortiiers come up^so suddeily aSiOever to find 

' one prepared for them. The day may be as warm and 

'pleasant as a day in May; the waon southern breeze 
may have been playing and the sun pouring down his 
full warm rays, when suddenly the -m darkens, and to 
the eye of a stranger, the ^x^Ioiiids present the same 
appearance as before a lieayy shower ; nSoou a piercing 

-coldness pervades the air, and perhaps; in less th^ 
fifteen minutes the cold may be intense^ ^T^ese norihers 
generally last aboi^t three days, sometimes longer, aod 

t&ea the weatiier agm be^n3 to moderate. 

Yours truly, 

i21 .■-...'.• 



H^ WrnsBB FKox ts^m. 



Columbus^ Texas, ) 

January 29, 1843. J 

. DEAtt 't^vsttD : — •'The troubles which we hare anti» 
cipated with Meidco have broken out ; we feared as she 
had never yet acknowledged oar independence, tbat she 
did not intend doing so, but would again invade our 
country ; yet we hoped as so long a season had passed 
irithout her making any attempt of the kind, that she 
irould forget her animosity and leave us to enjoy the 
blessings of that peace for which we have fought and 
bled, ^ce the clo^e of our war she has been torn with 
civil dissensions, and threatened with war by France. 
Her own Northern States%have become disaffected, and 
we had fondly hoped that all these considerations would 
induce her at length to acknowledge our independence, 
and make tis secure in our freedom. But at length the 
painful reality is open upon us ! She does not intend 
to acknowledge our freedom. In March a large force 
\mder General Bascus entered "San Antonio, obliged 
the inhabitants to evacuate the city, whidi was com- 
pletely sacked. After which they immediately left the 
^otmtry. 

On declaring our Independence, courts were formed, 
Imd laws extended throughout our land. Last fall, in 
the month of September, eourt l^as in session at San 
Antonio de B^xar. The Mexican government being 
♦ware of tins fact, ient in a strong armed force under 
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Greaeral Wall to destroy the town. The membeps of 
die court, judge, jury, lawyers, and all who were in 
attendance w^e taken prisoners ; ihey resisted as long 
A8 they were able ; but not being supplied with arms or 
d sufficient number of men to compete with so large a 
force, they were at last obliged to surrender. Beforp 
the news had time to reach th# settlements, so that we 
could go to their assistance, they were marched off to 
tixe Castle of Perote and there imprisoned. 

^e news of this invasion soon spread through the 
country, and two hundred and twenty-five volunteers 
were readily raised 'who, commanded by Col. John H.. 
Moore and Mr. Caldwell, marched to the Salado, five 
xoiles thii aide of San Antonio. They there encamped 
.and sent Col Hays with about eighty men to the town 
ito draw the Mexicans out, the army being so small that 
they did not d^em it prudent to march into town. Hays 
succeeded in drawing the whole army of the Mexicans 
from the town^ and jparjehed directly to the encampments 
on the Salado^ Our army chose an advantageous posi- 
tion, namely, a deep ravine which run into the Salado, 
where they were protected by the banks of the stream 
and the timber. The l^^^ican army as it came up 
charged upon the Texans ; .this charge was answered 
by the Texans who vCut dowj» the Mexicans with great 
slaughter, and caused them to fall backf The Mexicans 
agm came up and madeseyer;»l.ch^4ges upon ourforce^ 
but they being so weU protected .^iistained but little 
injury ; there was in the Mewa» m^J a party of 
Cherokee Indians who charged 'v|po^ >Pnr pen, hut as 
Jkhey soon k)st their chief jsni 9> ff^^^t W^J of jibe^ 
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namber, the survivors qnlcklj fled. The Me:dcans after 
making several charges, and having a great many of 
their men mowed down by the rifles of our army, at 
length ceased charging ; upon this the Texans left the 
Ravine and fell upon the Mexicans. A running fi^t 
now took, place, in which the Texans still kept the 
advantage. The Texiffis then fell back to their old 
position in the ravine. The battle lasted two hours. 
About this time the Mexican spies discovered at about 
the distance of three miles, a company of men headed 
by Capt. Dawaon, approaching to the assistance of 
Moore and Caldwell. The spies reported this to the 
commander who immediately sent a large part of his 
army, together with the four hundred cavalry and « 
piece of artillery to intercept them. They moved on 
till they met Dawson's men, whom they completely 
surrounded. 

Dawson and his men seeing that they could not 
escape, resolved to sell their lives as dearly as possi- 
ble. They fought bravely and killed a great many of 
the Mexicai^s, but at length they were overpowered by 
the numbers, and Dawson and all his men save eleven, 
were killed on the spot. The eleven were taken pris- 
oners ; one of them managed to make his escape by 
killing one of the horsemen with the butt of his gun, 
then running another through with his lance, he mounted 
n horse and escaped. 

The Mexican army immediately after this retreated 
to San Antonio, and thence out of the country, pursued 
lor a day or two by the Texans. Several skirmishes 
took plac9, but no particular engagement. After porstt- 
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ing tiie MeijdcaQs a day or two our amy gate up the 
pursuit and returned to their homes. 

In the fall Gen. Somerville at the head of an army 

of volunteers, started west for the purpose of invading 

Mexico. When he arrived at Loredo, situated on this 

side of the Rio Grande, he was informed that he was 

acting without orders from the Government^ As soon 

as he learned this he informed his army that he had 

discovered that his orders to invade Mexico were not 

from the Government, and as there were no Mexican ' 

invaders in our country, nor anything for him to do at 

that place, he considered it the duty of himself and his 

men to return home, A part of the army refused to 

4o this ! General Somerville and the greater part of 

his army returned to their usual avocations, leaving the 

remainder at Loredo. After the return of Somerville, 

those who remained behind decided to cross the Rio 

Grande aud invade Mexico. Under the command of 

Col, Fisher and Green, they crossed the Rio Grande,, 

marched into Mier, and commQnoed an attack upon the 

town. They were all taken prisoners by the Mexican 

soldiers. As the soldiers were marching on with them 

to the Castle of Perote, the Texans thought they Would 

make an attempt to break guard and escape. A perfect 

Onderstanding was had among all the prisoners, of the 

time and manner in which the attempt was to be made. 

The time arrived, and they succeeded in escaping. A 

part of them were retaken, though a very few made, 

their way back into Texas. The Mexican soldiers to 

punbh them for this attempt to escape, decided that 

tevcintemi of them, which was oue tenth of their nmt^ 
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Ber, should he shot. The whole number werfe compeDedB 
to draw beans from a hat containing one hundred and^ 
seventy beans, one tenth of which were black, and Hie 
rest white; Whoeverdrew a black bean was to be she*,, 
and the remaindfer retained as prisoners. After the- 
seventeen were shot, the rest were taken on to ihe 
Castle of Ferote,.not knowing what was to become of 
them, but most? probably to linger out a long miserable 
existence in a dreary dungeon,. andi in a foreign land,. 
with no friend&'near to cheer their lonely hours. 

A request was made by those 'who were shot, that if' 
possible their* remains might be brought back to Texar 
and buried' in Fayette county, on this river, as that was- 
the place that most of them were f5?omi I hope that ihis- 
their dying request may some dky be fulfilled, though 
at the present it would be utterly impossible, and I fear* 
tiiat at any time it would prove a hazardous enterprise. 

What mil be the next step which Mexico will take,, 
it is impossible* to conceive; but of* this be assured, my 
dear ''friend^ Texas will never submit to her despotic- 
dominion. We consider ourselves a free people ! "We- 
have fought for our freedom^ and we will continue to 
fight if necessary,. tiH the last drop of blood in our veins' 
is wasted, but that we will be free- The lone star of 
Texas shall continue to wav« proudljjr in the air as long 
as one brave Texan remains to defend it ! We have* 
Buffered and bled in defence of our rights, and so we 
will ever do till the olive branch of peace shall over- 
ihadow our happy republic. 

I am dear sir, sincerely yours, 
W.R.D^ 
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iSeptember 30, 1844. ) 
Bbah FRiEirD:— You stated in your lastthaA youi 
hitd heard of a terrible overflow by which we were visited 
IsLst year, and felt that it would be rather hazardous to 
come to a country where your buildmgs would be liable 
to be swept away by an* inundation of the country. 
Bat, my dear friend, you do not reflect that at the distance 
you reside from here, it is not to be expected that the 
toith of the case will be apparent unless you obtain 
your ijtformatbn front one who knows and has witnessed 
the effects of an mundation^. In order tp relieve your 
mind, and correct the emoneous impressions which you 
seem to. have formed, I wiU give you. a general descrip- 
Hxm of the overflawft of this country. like all other 
eountriea this of course is sometimes subject to high 
watery but it is^less linhl/e to be injured by high water 
than any cotmky with, which I am acquainted; the 
reason why- it is less hshh to be- ii^ured is this, an inun- 
dation is not of su^h frequent occurrence here as ia 
many places^ Our country is not vidted as many are 
hy an annui^l overflpw^ehice tkex:e is no breaking up of 
ise in our streams, or melting of snow at their sources*. 
^I!here have been but ttoee otrerflows mnce I have beea 
lA the country ; and &es6 have oecdrred regularly each 
ten years4 The first was ill 1828, the next year after 
my avrival in the eountry ; the next was in 1838, an4t 
fta ]Mti i£L 1848. From, th^ fact that they have hem 



regular so far, that is since we have known the ccnntryy 
we are inclined to suppose that it will be inundated every 
tenth year. The overflows have been at such seasons 
of the year that we have sustained but little injury. 
In 1823 it occurred the last of January or first of Feb- 
ruary ; at that time out cropst were not planted and 
we si^^stained no injary at all. The overflow in 1833 
occurred in May, thenouf crops were slightiLy damaged; 
in 1843 the overflow was ii^ February, ai^d no injury 
was then done, with the exception of dre-wning of stocL. 
Our land has never been injured by the overflows; as 
the rivers rise the water spreads over the land*, and in 
place of forming a running stream and washing away 
the soil it stands< still, and as it passes off leaver a 8e<U- 
xnent from threes to six inches in depth upon the ground^ 
which improves and enriches the land. The Trinity and 
Brazos rivers riser slowly, spread over the land and 
remain standing eight or ton days ; but the Colorado 
and Gaudulupe* are different^ they rise rajadly and as 
soon as they have got to their height they begin t^ fall, 
leaving no pools er stagnant water in the bottoms. 
They never remam at high water mark more than six 
hours. 

You inquired of me about the eyops in this country. 
The sugar crop is always good ; Texas stands among 
the first as a sugar growing country. The cotton orope 
are excellent ; the bottom lands yield on an average * 
from two to three thousands pounds of cotto^ to tiie 
sere; the pi^rie land from fifteen hundred, to two 
thousand j^unds to the aere^ : An average crop^of com, 
take the couniary throt>^, is forty bushels to the acre j, 
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#ome knds produee much more, ftnd some less. A matt 
in&L the same force caa raise as much i^roduee on tha 
prairie land as the bottom land. The reas(m is this, 
the prairie land is so much more easily tilled, that ono 
can take care of nearly as much again (^ it as ^ej can 
of the bottom land. The land in this country does not 
tiaye a tendency to wear out as m many countries. I 
know land that has been under cultivation for twenty 
years and still produces as good a crop as at first. 
Vines grow here luxuriantly : large crops of pumpkins, 
squashes, and melons may be nused, requiring no mora 
care than to put the seeds into the ground ; and in fact 
species of these vines spring up and grow spontaneousbr. 
The grape is indigenous to the soil, and vast quanii- 
;iies may be found in all parts of the country, wi& their 
long, slender, leafy vines twining around the trunks and 
branches of trees, from the midst of which depends the 
large clusters of the luscious fruit. Potatos grow ia 
abundance, both sweet and Irish. I have seen it 
stated that the Irish potatoe when planted here becomes 
fiweet; but this is not so. As fine crops of Irish 
potatos can be raised hiere as any where in the world. 

Texas can scarcely be called a country for small 
grain, though oats grow here m full as in any pa^ of 
the world. Wheat and rye do »ot do as well, particu* 
larly in the low country; but as high up as the Three 
Forks of the Trinity wheat grows luxuriantly. There 
19 in truth nothing necessary to the si^port of man but 
that can be produced in Texas in abundanoe. Here 
may be seen sugar, cotton, tqbaoqo, oats, wheat, rye^ 
{K)tatos^ and vines, all growing m the s9^q field; and 



/kke planter «fter viewing bis ^eld eaa torn his eyes tt^ 
4he ^mw «n<l behold his cattle sleek and fi^t, feeding 
on the rich grass, requiring no care from their owners 
yet able to labor hard from morning till night, i 

Our triepnial election for President of this Bepublic 
has just taken place, Anson Jon^es 4s to be our next 
Fre^dent. He s«icceeds to the Presidential chair on 
ihe second Monday in December next. 
. The principal eveat that occurred duifog the adminis- 
tration of Gen. Houston was the Mexican invaaon, which 
I wrote you about in my last. There wei» many oUier 
eyents which, though of considerable importance in 
themsdves, might not afford you much interest, and I 
wiU forbear to m^fntion them. The administration of 
Oen, Houston has been a happy one, and has proved 
h}m to be an able and successful ruler in time of peace. 
He is about to withdraw from the high office which he 
has successfully filled for many years, at a time when 
prosperity abounds, and the olive branch of peace waves 
juroudly o'er our happy land. 

But, by the by, I have some joyful intelligence to 
convey to you. Our men who were taken prisoners by 
lihe Mexicans, and lodged m the castle of Perote, have 
been released and retttmed to enjoy the blessbgs of 
liberty in their own happy homes. Who can imagine 
whai must be Itieir feelmg8<^ joy and happiness as they 
mere permitted 4nee more to mingle with ihe friends 
tiiey have known and loved, and to view the scenes- 
tiiat were wont to gladden fteir hearts. They have 
io^g fingered and pined in a ^oomy foreign dungeon,^ 
§$ms^ that <liey wouid never again be permuted to 
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%ehold their much loved friends, and ignorant of nhat 
t^verse fate might awsut them. Then what jo j it mutt 
liaye been to them to see the doors of their dungeon 
thrown open, and to hear the welcome tidings of their 
freedom proclidmed. And great is the joy of their 
friends to have them once more with them and to fed 
.that those whom they feared were forever lost to liberty 
and ireedom, are again enjoying the blessings of that 
liberty for which they have exposed Aeir lives. 

What are your feelings in regard to the annexation 
of Texas to the United States? Throughout this 
Bepublic, the greatest excitement prevails^ many are 
violently opposed to the measure, while others are warm 
advocates for annexation. For my own part, I am very 
much in favor of it and. sincerely hope 'twill be brou^t 
about. I think it will prove a great advantage to our 
country; nor shall we come empty-handed into the 
sisterhood of States. We have ^as yet but a small 
population but it is fast increasing ; and I expect at 
some future day, that ours will be a densely populated 
country. We are surrounded by all the blessings whioh 
peace and liberty can afibrd, besides having a countaj 
whose resources for wealth are inexhaustible, and pet- 
jjied with energetic and entej^prismg citizens. With aU 
these blessings wie cannot impoverii^ the United States 
.if we enter her £unily ; and I do not think I am too 
proud in saying that the Jlone star .of Texas will shine 
ifortb as a^tar of the firstr magnitude, on b^g admittOGl 
into the glorious oonsteUation of thQ United States. 
I am, uqr deai^ Mmsif youtt afiectieiMitcly,' > 
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'Oolumhui, Tetas^ i 

November li,\%4&. ] 

Dbab Friend :--»^Happy latn I in being able to clmm 

?70U as a; resident of a sister State. I eould not have 
supposed that I should have felt myself nearer my early 
borne on account of the annexation of Texas into the 
United States ; yet, nevertheless, His so. What a tie 

•it is to be governed by 'the same rulers, to have a share 

^in the same Interests ; *ndtr the i)reezes of prosperity 
irfaioh fan you in yout fleaY native land, fan us also in 
this beautiful land of our adoption. We shall henceforth 

•mourn together over any national calamity which may 
ijUict our bs^y Kepublic, ^d in the ^season of pro»- 
parity, we are moved by the same joys. We are no longer 

-alieaois from our native country, but, s^er having been 
toised about by the storms of war in -a foreign home, wB 
hare been accepted again with all the relations we have 

fiance formed, mto ^the bosemi of otn* parent country. 
Truly we havetefltoon to be happy 1 to rejoice ovei^ the 
prosperity which we ^rij^yl We ati5 blest with healtii, 

'niOi fitends, wl& «l^i^^ homes, with peaee add 

hippiimi, andunited oftod m<»re by the siring tie ^ 

national sympathy to ill that we ei^er loved. ^ 

Aa yoif of oMizst Icaovtl^ Ckxngnow of ti^ United 

^8Ntei> Oft tiia first day of last Marcfay:pa8sed a.,joirt 



iresolafton for^^ aonezation of Texas intoi U^ Union* 
Then the Congress ^ the Republic of Texjis paeded a 
-resolution giyiog their cqiis^nt to the ^ome^tion of 
Texas to the United States, which was approved on tho 

' 23d day of June. 

Delegates were elected to assemble et Austin on the 
fourth day of July to accept the proposals of the United 
States' Congress. •Mee.tings were held in each county 
instruetmg the delegates on thie subject of annexation. 
In the county of '^Colorado, wo met together, raised ft 
flag on which were blended togeSier the emblems (rf the 
United States and Texas ; n^,me]y , the American Eagle 
setting proudly eretst above the stars and stripes witii 
one lone- star in his beak which ^te was about dropping 
among tiie stars of the United States. As the j3ag was 
raised to its Height on the lofty liberty pole, a strong 
south-western breexe blew out ite folds in the direction 
of the Republic to which we were so soon to be joined. 

%That day was to us a proud one, and we gazed with 
delight upon the bright stars and stripes of the nation^fl 
flag, and rejoiced that so soon our own. lone star would 
'take ita place among the sister stars of a glorious con- 
stellation. 

Our delegates, In convention assembled at Austm, in 
the name and by the authority of the people of Tex^s, 

'on the fourth day of July last accepted the proposah 
contained in the resolutions of the Congress of tire 
United States providing for the annexation of ^^XM 
'into that Union. A new Constitution for the State <^ 
Texas was then framed and adopted. A aofj ^f ;tbii 
^Ceostituticm I wUl here- insert. 
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Comtitatton of the State of Texof. 

We the people of the Republic of Texas, acknoiN 
lodging with gratitude the grace and beneficence of 
'God m permitting us to niake a choice of our form ci 
Government, do, in accordance wiili'the p)royisions of 
the joint Resolution for annexing Texas to the United 
States, approved March first, one thousand, ei^t 
hundred, and forty-five, ordain and estabiislh this Cioih 
Btitution: 

Article I. — -SUl of Bights. 

That the general, great, and essential principles of 
liberty and free government may be recognized and 
established, we declare that — 

Section 1. All political power is inherent m the 
people, and all free governments are founded on their 
authority, and instituted for their henefit; and tJtiey have 
at all times the unalienable right to alter, reform, or 
•abolish their form of government in such manner as 
they may think expedient. * 

Sec. 2. All freemen, when they form a social com- 
pact, have equal rights ; and no man, or set of men, is 
•entitled to exclusive separate public emoluments or 
privileges but in consideration of public services. 

Sec. 3. No religious test shall ever be required as a 
qualification to any office or public trust in this State. 

Sec. 4. All men have a natural and indefeasiMe 
right to worship God accordiiag to the dictates of their 
own consciences. No man shall be compelled to attend, 
'erect, or support any place of worship, or to maintain 
tmy ministry against his consent; no human authc^ty 
«wgh^ in anjr case whatever, ^ control or interfert 



'ipiiih Ae,rtgbtB of cansaicMe in matters bf rela^oni 
;iind na preference ehall ever he given by law to anj 
refigioqs Bocietj <Nr mode of worship. But it shall he 
tbe duty of the Le^atore to pass such laws as (may) 
diall be necessary to protect every religious denomina 
^n in the peaceable ^enjoyment of their own mode of 
public worship. 

Sso. 5. Every citizen shall be at liberty to speak, 
write, or publish bis opinion on any subject, being 
responsible for the abuse of tiiat privilege, and no law 
shall hav0 the right to control the liberty of speech or 
of the press. 

Sec. 6. In prosecutions for the publication of papex3J 
Investigating the official conduct of officers or men in 
public capacity, or when the matter published is proper 
for public information, the truth Aereof may be given 
in evidence ; and in all indictments for libels, the jury 
shall have the right to determine the law and the fact« 
wider the direction of the courts, as in other cases. 

Sec. 7. The people shall be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers, and possessions, from all unreasonable 
seizures or searches; and no warrant to search any 
place or to seize any person or thing shall issue without 
describing them as near as may be, nor without probable 
cause supportefl by oa^ and affirmation. 

Seo. 8. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused 
shall have a speedy public trial by an impjtrtial jury ; 
he shall not be compelled to give evidence against him* 
idf^ he shall have the right of being heard by himseUT or 
counsel, or both, shall be confronted with the witnessed 
f^fifOt idm^ and shaU have compulsory process foe 
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0btaizdng witnesses in his hrotj and no person ebaB be 
hcriden to answer for anj criminal charge, bnt on i&£o^ 
ine%t or information, except in cases arising in the kni 
or naval forces, or offences against the laws in regulating 
the militia. 

Ssc. 9. All prisoners shall be bailable bjr suffident 
sureties, unless for capital offences, when the proof is 
evident, or the presumption great ; but this provision 
shall not be construed so as to prohibit b^dl after indict- 
ment found upon an examination of the evidence by a 
Judge of the Supreme or District Court 'upon the 
return of the (a) writ of habeas corpus^ returnable 
in the county where the offence is committed. 

Sbo. 10. The privileges of the writ of haieas cor- 
pus shall not be suspended, except when in case of 
rebellion, or invasion, the public safety may require it. 

Sec. 11. Excessive bail shall not be I'equired nor 
excessive fines imposed, nor cruel, nor unusual punish- 
ment inflicted. All Courts shall be open, and everj 
person, for an injury done him in his lands, goods, 
person, or reputation, shall have remedy by due course 
of law. 

Sec. 12. No person, for the same offence, shall be 
twice put in jeopardy of life or limb, nor shall a person 
be again put upon trial for the same offence, after a 
verdict of not guilty ; and the right of trial by jury 
shall remain inviolate. 

Sec. 13. Every citizen shall have the right to keep 
and bear arms in the lawful defende of himself or the 
Btate. 
I Sac. 14. No bill of attainder, ex j>o$t facto hWp 
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xeia?oactiye laws, or any law impairing ihe obligations 
rf contracts shall be made, and no person's property 
shall be taken or applied to public use, without ade- 
quate compensation being made, unless bj the consent 
of such person. 

Sec. 15. No person shall ever be imprisoned for 
debt. 

Sec. 16. No citiaen of the state shall be deprived 
of life, liberty, property, or privileges, outlawed, exiled, 
or in any manner disfranchised, except by due course 
of law of the land. 

Sec. 17. The military shall, at all times be subordi- 
nate to the civil authority. 

Sec. is* Perpetuities and monopolies are contrary 
to the genius of a free government, and shall never be 
allowed ; nor shall the law of primogeniture or entail- 
ments ever be in force in this state. 

Sec. 19. The citizens shall have the right, in a 
peacable manner to aasetable together for their common 
good, and to apply to those invested with the power of 
Government, for the redress of grievances, or other 
purposes, by petition, address^ or remonstrance. 

Sec. 20. No power of suspending laws in this State 
shall be exercised, except by the Legislature or its 
authority. 

Sec. 21. To guard against transgressions of the 
Mgh powers herein designated, we declare that every 
thing in this Bill of Rights is excepted out of the^ 
general powers of government, and shall forever remaia 
inviolate, and all laws contrary thereto or the following 
provisions shall be void« 

'" 22 ■ ■ 
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Article n. — Phnsion of the Poweri^)/ (}ar>emmevd:. 

Skc. 1. The Powers of Govemment of the State of' 
Texas shall be divided into three distinct departments^, 
and each of them be confided to a separate body of' 
magistracy, to wit : those which are Legislative to one^ 
those which are Executive to another, and those whichi 
are Judicial to another, and no person or collection pf 
persona bemg of one of those departments, shall exercise 
any power properly attached to either of the others- 
except in the histances herein, expressly permitted. 
Article III. — Legislative Department. 

Sec. 1. Every free male person, who shall have- 
attained the age of twenty-one years> and who shall be 
a citizen of the United States, or wsho is at the time of 
the adoption of this Constitution by the Congress of the 
United States, a citizen of the Republic of Texas, aad 
shall have resided in this* State one year next pre- 
ceding an election, and the* last six months within the 
district, county, city, or town in which he oflFers to vote- 
(Indians not taxed, Africans, and descendants of Afri- 
cans excepted) shall be deemed a qualified elector ; and 
should such qualified eleetor happen to be iuiany other 
county situated in the district in which he resides at 
the time of an election, he shall be permitted to vote 
any where m the State for State officers^.and provided 
further that no soldier, seaman, or marine in the army 
or navy of the United States shall be entitled to a 
Tote at any election created by this Constitution. 

Sec. 2. All free male persons over the age rf 
twentynone years (Indians not taxed, Africans^ and 
4e6oendant0 of Africans excepted) who diall hart. 



RlriHecT sir months in Texas, immediately preceding: 
ihe acceptance of this Constitution by the Congress of 
t&e TJmted States, shall be deemed qualified electors. 

Ssc. 3. Electors in* all eases shall be privileged! 
firom arrest during theHr attendance at elections, and^ 
in going to and returning from the same, except in^ 
eases of treason, felony, orbreaches of peace. 

Sbc. 4. The Legislativ© powers- of this State shall 
be vested in two distinct branches ; the one to be stylecK 
the Senate, and the other the House of Representa-^ 
lives, and botB together, the Legislature of the State* 
of Texas. The style of the ^all)' laws shall be, Be it" 
enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas. 

Sec. 5. The members of the House of Representa- 
tives shall be chosen by the qualified electors, and their 
term of office shall be- two year& from the day of the- 
general election, and* the session of the Legislature^ 
flhall be triennial^ at such times as^ shall be prescribed 
by law. 

Sec. 6. No person shall be a Representative ui^e8S> 
he be a citizen of the United States or, at the time of 
the adoption of this Constitution^ a citizen of the- 
BepubQc of Texias, and shall have been an inhabitant ot 
tliis State two years nest preceding lus eledtion, and 
the last year Hiereof a* citizen of Hie eounty, city, er' 
town fbr which he shall be chosen, and have attained tho" 
age of twenty-one year8> at the time of his elbctiom 

Sec. 7. All electiana by Utt people shall be helcF al 
inch time and place in the sevend counties, cities, or 
fewns ad are now, or may hereafter be, designated by l»w«; 

Sbou 8^ The Senalort shi^L be ^losea t^ the qiudn 



26(h LBTTEE8 IBOU TEXAS. 

fied electors, for the term of four years, and sliall ba 
divided by lot into two classes (as) nearly equal as caa 
be ; tiie seats of the Senators of the first class shall be 
vacated at the expiration of the first two years, and of 
the second class at the expiration of four years, so that 
one half thereof shall be, chosen biennially thereafter. 

Sec. 9. Such mode of classifying new additional 
Senators shall be observed as will as nearly as possible, 
preserve an equality of members in each class. 

Sec. 10. When a senatorial district shall be com- 
posed of two or mor& counties, it shall not be separated 
by any county belonging to another district. 

Sec. .11. No person shall be a Senator unless he is 
a citizen of the United States, or at the time of the 
acceptance of this Constitution by the Congress of the 
United States, a citiaen of the Bepuhlio of Texas, and 
fihall have been an inhabitant of this State three years 
next preceding the election, and the last year thereof 
a resident of the district for which he shall be chosen, 
and have attained the age of tUrty years. 

Sec 12. The House of Eepresentatives when assem* 
bled shall elect a speaker and its other officers, and the 
Senate shall choose a President for the Ume being, and 
its other officers ; each house shall judge of the qualifi- 
oations and elections of its own members, but contested 
elections shall be determined in such manner as shall be 
directed by law ; two-thirds of each house shall consti- 
tute a quonu^ to do business, but a smaller number 
aiay adjourn from day to day and compel the atten* 
dance of absent members in such manner and under 
sach penalties as eaoh House may nrovide. 
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Sec. 18. Each House may determine the rules of 
its own proceedings, punish members for disorderly 
conduct, and, with the consent of two- thirds, expel a 
member, but not a second time for the same offence. 

Sec. 14. Each House shall keep a journal of its 
own proceedings, and publish the sam^ ; and the yeas 
and nays of the members of either House on any ques- 
tion shall, at the desire of any three members present, be 
entered on the journals. 

Sec. 15. When vacancies happen in either House, 
the Governor, or the person exercising the power of 
the Governor, shall issue writs of election to fill such 
vacancies. 

Sec. 16. Senators and Representatives shall in all 
cases, except in treason, felony, or breach of the peace, 
be privileged from arrest during the session of the . 
Legislature, and in going to and returning from the 
same, allowing one day for every twenty miles such 
member may reside from the place at which the Legis- 
lature is convened. 

Sec. 17. Each House may punish by imprisonment 
during the session, any person not a member, for disre- 
spectful or disorderly conduct in its presence, or for 
obstructing any of its proceedings ; provided such 
imprisonment shall not at any one time exceed forty- 
eight hours. 

Sec. 18. The doors of each House shall be kept open. 

Sec. 19. Neither Honae shall, without the consent 
of the other, adjourn for more than three days ; nor to 
my other place than that in which they may be sittingi 
irithout the concurrence of both Houses. 
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Sec. 20. Bills maj originate in either Hense, and 
|)e amended, altered, or rejected by the other ; but no 
Jbill shall have the force of a law, until mi three several 
days it be read in each House, and free discussion be 
allowed thereon, unless, in case of great emergency, 
four-fifths of the House in which the bill shall be pend- 
ing, may deem it expedient to dispense with this rule; 
And every bill passing both Houses shall be si^ed by 
tiie Speaker and President of their respective Houses. 

Sbc. 21. All bills for raising revenue shall ori^ate 
in the House of Representatives, but the Senate may 
amend or reject them as other bills. 

Sec. 22. After a bill or resolution has been rejected 
by either branch of the Legwlature, no bill or resolution 
containing the same substance, shall be passed into a 
law during the same session. 

Sec« 23. E9.ch member of the Legislature shall 
receive from the public Treasury a compensation for his 
services, which may be increased or diminished by law; 
but no increase of compensation shall take place during 
jthe session at which sueh increase shall be made. 

Sec. 24. No Senator or Representative shall, during 
4ihe term for which he may be eleeted, be eligible to any 
45ivil office of profit under this State, which shall have 
been created, or the emoluments of whirti may have 
been increased during such term ; and no member of 
ei&er House of the Legislature shall, during the term 
for which he is elected be eligible to any office or jJace^ 
the appointment to which may be made in whole or ia 
part, by either branch of the Legislature ; nor shall ths 
onembezs thereof be .capable of ;irating for amemhl^ of 
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their own body for any oMce whatever, except it be in 
such cases as are herein provided. The President for 
the time being of the Senate, and Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, shall be elected from their respec- 
tive bodies. 

Sec. 25. No Judge of any court of law or equity, 
Secretary of State, Attorney-General, Clerk of any 
court of record, Sheriff, ot Collector, or any person 
holding a lucrative office under the United States or 
this State, or any foreign •government, shall be eligible 
to the Legislature ; nor slhall at the same time hold or 
exercise any two offices^^ agencies, or appointments of 
trust or profit under this State ; provided that officers of 
the militia, to which there is attached no annual salary, 
or the office of Justice of the Peace, shall not be deemed 
lucrative. 

Sec. 26. Ko person wiio ^t any time may have been 
a Collector of taxes, or who may have been otherwise 
^entrusted with public money, shall be eligible to the 
-office of Legislature, or to any office of profit or trust 
ninder the State Government, until he shall have obtained 
^ discharge for the amount of such coUections, and for 
1^ public moneys for which he may have [been] 
^entrusted. 

Sbc. 27. Ministers of the Gospel being by thwr 
profession dedicated to God, and the care of souls, 
x>ught not to be diverted from the great duties of their 
functions ; therefore no Minister t)f the Gospel, or Priest 
of any denomination whatever, shall be eligible to the 
jie^lature. 

Sso. 28. ^Sections fer Senators or ittpresenativesy 
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'th^n be genenll iiiioughoat i4l» State, afiH ahaSltt 

iregalated bj law. 

Sso. 29. TbdXe^slatoreiiudl at their first meetmg, 

;aiid ib th/9 year one thousand eight hundred and fbrt^ 

'eight and fifty, and every eight years thereafter, caose 

^ux ^uunerat^on to b^ made oF all the free inhabitante, 

»( Indians not taz^, Africans and deseend^ts of A&i- 

'cans excepted ) of the State, designating particularly, 
the number of qualified electors; and 4;he whole number 

'of Representatives shall be fixed by the Legislatore, 

'and apportioned among the several counties, cities, or 
towns, according to the number of free population in 

'each; and shall not be less than forty-five, nor more 

. than ninety. 

Sec. 80. Until the first enumeration and apportion- 
ment under this Constitution, the following shall be the 

• apportionment of Representatives amongst tiie sevend 

« counties, viz : 

The county of Montgomery shall elect four Eepresenta-t 
tives; the counties of Red river, Harrison, Nacogdoches, 
Harris, and Washington, shall elect three Rei»:esenta< 

'tives each; the counties of Fannm, Lamar, Bowie, 
Shelby, San Augstine, Rusk, Houston, Sabine, Liberty, 
Robertson, Galveston, Brazoria, Fayette, Colorado, 

'Austin, Gonzales, ainl Bexar two Representatives eacL; 
tiie counties of Jefferson, Jasper, Brazos, Milam, Bas- 
trop, Travis, Matafgorda, Jackson, Fort Bend, "Victoria, 
Ref^^o, Goliad, a&d San Patricio one Representative 
eacbf 

Sbc. 81. The whole number of Senator sitaSi at tba 

iMxt session, after the several .perioda . of a^aluog die 



ffnnaei^Qii ^ pj^ by ike L^gjblature, ^ ^fS^^f^?^^ 
t^aong; the several d^tricta to l)fli,^^blis^qd,Ii^laii^ 
«ccor4ing ,^ the i[iumb€f of qdaiified ^el^tor^, and d^^ 
l^yer be k^ ih^ jdr^f^esKi a(^r mpr^ than diii^tj^thr^ 
Sep* 3^. Ci^il, the firat enmnei'ation .as pro.?ided,% 
hj.iins ConstitutipB^ the Senaix)rial districts shall be i^ 
foUpwSy to-wxt : tiie eocKfities of Faomn aal Leunar. shafl 
constitute the $c8t,di3tnct| aad shall «leet «ne Seixa((Mrf 
the counties of |U4 JEtivec aiid Sowie the second distrip<^ 
and^loct o^ Senator; ,the cQunties of tannin, Iiamaiy 
j^ed Biver^ ai^d Bowie co^omtlj, shall elect one. @eik« 
ator; tlie t^u^ty of Hwispn^the third district, sM^ 
elect one Senator; the counties of Nacogdoches, llusl^ 
and Houston, the fourth, disHt^t^ri^hall e^ct two Sena-, 
tors; the counties of San, Aiji^giiatiQe and Shelby, ^ 
fifUi didtrict, shall el^t one ^en^r; the counties .<^ 
Sabine and Jasper^ th& si^th . ^strict, shall elect, onf 
Senator ; the countiei^ of l^iberty and Je^^on, ^ 
seventh district, shall elect one Senator ; the Gouniiep 
of fiobertson and Brazos, tbe, •eight district, shall elect 
one Sensor; the countj of ^ontgom^ry, the niQ^ 
district^; shall etect <me ^i^tor ; the county of Harriet^ 
tl^ ^ft district, shall elect j»pe Senator; ijke oount^ 
of Ga^y^s^, th^ eleventh ^t^^ct, shaH elect one Seo^ 
afa»r; the coaatiet «f %asoria muoA Mata^orda^ thi^ 
twelftli dis)irict, ekaU elecij qi^e Sen^afer; the connives of 
Austin a^d Fort Bend, the.^te^th district, shall elef t 
one Senatqr; the couni^, of Cpjloi:^ and Fayett#^ 
the fQurte^nUi .4^tri(^,.,slu^ c^l^i^one Senator; )ihf 

•hall elect one Senator^ tho coniities of Wi^b^i^i^ 



iod tffiaoDy IBe sixteenth disfaricfc, shalt elect (me l^i^ 
tor ; the cotintiies of Victoria, Gotuales, asid dTa^fooni; 
toie seventeentli dmtrict, shall eleet one Senator; ^i 
ebunty of Bexar, the eighteeiii|i distrfct, shaH elect onB 
Beri&tor 'j and the counties of X>oIlad, Refu^o, and San 
l^atHcio, the nmeteeltth dbtrict, shaft eteet one S^Bimt<^. 

Bec. 8B. Ifhe first sesaion of the Lejgislatiire, affc^ 
Ibe adoption of this Constitution by the Congress of the 
United States, shall be held at tiie -city 6f Austiki, the 
present seat of goTerument, and thereafter nnlal ^ 
year one thousand eight hundred and^fty ; after which 
^riod the seat of gbveYbment ishall be permanendy 
located by the people. 

Sbo. M. The memb(^i^ofiheXeglsIatnrediaII at their 
ftrst session, recbife'fifom ihef Treasury of tiie State, a^ 
Aeir compensaticm, Ihree dollars fbr each day they shall 
Win attendance,* and three dollars for every iwenty-flve 
miles trarelin'g to lind from the place of conyening tiie 
Iiepslatui^e. * 

SbC. S5. ^In tfrdfer to settle permanently the seat rf 
^rernment, an ^election ihall be held throu^out tfie 
State, at the tt^fl pktt»tf'!icM4ag "^ctiwis, on ttie 
Stnt Monday In If ai^h; dkie^G^dmid eight^ httiMred and 
ffily ; which shall be -^conduct^ aCC<ft<ding to lahr, ftt 
>irhich time the people ihall Wtellwr^Buch ^ace as ttey 
may see proper for thd seat' of gOvrtrittn^t. Thb returns 
i>f said election to be transmitted' to* the Goremof by 
l^e fii^t Monday in Juie : if ^her" place Voted for sbfffi 
fattre' a inajorify of tlie wfc<^ trntobifr W votes cast; 
t^iin the iame shkll b6 the pem«Knen%seat (X girtitmM 
^^mUt the-yfear' one thousand eight hundre*<^teve«rfyi 



i fbe S|2|^ spoQ^r be divided. But in case a^%i^ 
place, voted fof shall have the m^ority of the whoUn 
number of votes given, then the Governor shall issuii 
hi^ proplavpttlon for an election^ to be hold^ in thfi. 
same manner, on the first Monday in October, one thouh 
sand ei^t hundred and fifty, between the two pla^efi 
havmg the highest number of votes at the fii^st election<i 
The election shall be conducted in the same ma^mier ai| 
at first, and ihe returns made to the Governor, and thi| 
place having the highest number of votes, shall be tl^ 
fievA of government for the time herein before provided. 
Article IV. — Judicial Departnfimt. ,| 

Section X. The Judicial power of this State sh^l^ 
be vested in one Supreme Court, in District CNvnrtSgiand 
in Inferior Courts as the Legislature 'may from time ta 
time ordain. aud estaUish; and sudi jwris^ciion.n^ 
be vested in corporation courts as may deemed necei|* 
sary, and be directed. by law,^ . i . - * 

3e9. 2. The Supreme Court shall conmst pX a Chi^ 
Justice apd tw9 A^^i&tes^ ^J ^WQ of ^bom s^aU .^ 
a quorum. .*., , j 

Sec, 8, .Tbe Supreme Court, sh^ll have ^ppell^ta 
juri^dietieu oply, ^hi^h.^all^i^ €K>e^9»ye with tit^ 
limits of the $tate; .>ut iui e^riwnal cases and &oi% 
appeals frpmrint€pr^oc^toi;yjudg|nentfl^wit^ uyf^l^ SfU^fPt 
tipns, wad i^ider tsueh ,iieg;|kti€!i^» as the I4eg^t\^% 
shall maken ^ndth^. ^c^m& .Oom^ Mi J[j^e|^ 
tliiereof fhaUhav^^.ppw^r.te^iqsjuie.writstof habeq$ earpn^f 
afidl under such r^eg^lajl^^ ffk^ff be,,p]ipsci^be4 by Ifnf!^ 
ai^ issu^ wFits pf .^>HiJaww,:»n^ J5UcH othor iidJ#i% 
fib«J|;be n^c^sp^y to enforce it9 own juriadiotiai% |p4r 



Mao compel a Jtidge 6f Ihe 'Kstricfc Court to proceed 
Id trial and judgment in a caUse. Att<f ^h Supreme 
Ckmrt Aall hold its Bossidns ono* every year, between 
4he nttmtiia of October and June inclusive: at xiot more 
tbm three places in the St^te. 

' Sso. 4. The Supreme Court shall appoint its 6wn 
CSericB, who shall hold theu* oflSces for four years, and 
he sulgect to removal by the said court for neglect of 
fluty, misdemeanor in office, and such other ca^ides as 
faay be prescribed by law. 

' SbO. S. The Governor shaH nominate, and, by and 
liriih the advice and consent of two-thirdd of the 
Bdoiate, shall appoint the Judges of the Supreme and 
J^iMibt Courts, and they shall hold their offices for at 
yeaUB, .• 

i 8bo: 6, The State diaH be divided Into convenient 
Judicial dSstrtets* l*or each district there shaQ be 
elected, [ appointed ] a Judge, who shall reside in the 
inne> tod hold the Courts at one place in each cbuntyt 
$ai at least twice in each year, in such manner as may 
be prescri^d by law. 

8«J. T. The Judges of the Supreme Court shall 
feeei^ % salary not less than two tfiousand dollars 
gDnulklly, aiid the Judges t)f the District Court a salary 
fiot lesb than iteventeai hundred and ffity dollars annu* 
tty, and the sidary of &e Judges shaH not be increased 
JAr «Bnibished during their continuance in office. 

t Bwo. 8. The Judges of tiie Supreme and IXstricI 
Ctewts, dkatt be removed by Hi^ (Jovemor 6u the address 
* twMiurds Of each flotise 6f the Legidatore, for 
^I^M n^^ieet^ diity, or other reasonable catuie irMA 



however, tfaat the ara(90 <NriMKtt9e8,&r mbich mok imaofM 
be reqwred) gball be etated at lejigth in such nAitmh 
and entered en tlie joum^.of each Hpviae : aad^ pro* 
vided further, that ^e caiiae or ca99eft shall be siottt«4 
to the Jodge so intended to be,MCQQved,,and he 4mA 
be admitted to a heating in his own defenoe befcHre^Hiy 
vote for such address shall parsed ; and in all wAi eaaei 
tbp vote Shan be ti^en bj yeas and naja, and. eat^mA 
on the journals of each House respectively* 

Ssc 9. AH Judges of the Siqpreme and IXstrict 
Courts shall by virtue of their offices be cons^rvativea 
of the peace tfa^roi^hout the St^te. The style of aH 
wi:ijlis.and process shall, be <' The Stfte of Texas/'-' All 
pi:Q8e<4utions idiail be carried ^n in the name, and' by 
ti^Q authority <tf the '^*St|^te of, Texas/' and 0(mduAi 
<* against thi^ peaco and dignity of the State.'* • 

S^.,10.. The District Court. shaU havo' isnpaa 
jurisdiction of all criminal cases, of all suits in behalf of 
the St^te, to recover penal^,^for{eiture9^ and esdieats, 
and of all oases of diyorce, and of all suits, oo^^fdaints^ 
and ple^ whateflrer^ witf^oujb pegacd to any ^fistinetion 
between law and eq^iit^, whi»athe jgiatter iutdontrov^qr 
^sJl be valued at Of amou^^ to on# hupdred doUatH^ 
exclusive <^ intercut ; and the said Courts or the Jadge# 
thereof, shaH have power to issue all writs nfcesaary 
to enforce their own jnrisdietion, aiid to gm them 4 
general superii^endei^ce apd ccHftttol oven inferior jma^ 
dictions. And in tiie trial of All criminal oases the jvr^ 
ti^g the saqie shall find and aaaesa Ae amMiiitet 
I^Qpishnvent to fe^ ^igictpd.orfinf iffipoM; WHfl^iff 



9t9 tBTTERS* iTftOJf 'iTBXJtB, 

itkffetal cases, and Vfcere flie ptimJliinei^ W fine unposeJ 
fcMSI'be Jl^fickily imposed by^la^t' ' * * ' ' 
♦••^ t>B^; 11.' Tbe^ thiU'h^ a' Cter^ ^f tiie District 
©omrtB ftwr eacH ' cotrhtj, who felaH 1)6 elected by the 
^iM^ed vofert for inettbew of die Legislature, and who- 
lAiaK kiold hb «fllee for firnr Jrear^, subject to removal by 
taftrtnatten •€»*• by presehtnlent of a grand jury, and 
eWBTViotton by a pcrfit jury. In case of vacancy, the 
^«dg0 ^ ttte-^Bstriet *aH iate'thd ^ower to appoint a 
Clerk nntil a irfegidar election' cUn be held. 
*'"' SfiOrf 12, The Governor shall nominate, arid "witb: 
^advice and cottsent of two-thirds of the Senate^ 
lipp^Ait an Attorney Gfeneral, who shall hold his office 
for two yfears, and thcrt shall be' elected by joint vote 
•f bo& Ho«ted of *the Legisfeitnre a District Attorney 
iilr each district, who- shall hold ' his office two years ; 
and tike duties, sataries, and perquisites of the Attorney 
Qeneral and District 'Attorneys shall be prescribed by 
jaw* 

^ • SW5. 18» There- shall be appointed for each eonnty 
ecmv^inenl nnmber of Constables, Vho shall hold their 
a^tm f&t Irtro years, to be elected by the qualified 
▼oterS'Of ihe district or tounty as ihe Legislature may 
^reot. Jtistic^ W'tbe Peace, Sheriffi,' and Coroners 
riiall be commissioned by the Oovemor. The feherife 
tfil^H liot be eligible more ifein four years in every six. 
*- Sue. 14. KoJttdge' shall sit in iriy case wherein he 
may ^e interested, or where either of the parties may 
bd ccfnnefcted Yfitfe him by affinity' ot* consanguimty. 
il4Abi «ttfeh degrees as may be prescribed by lawi ^^ 
Hb^ lie AiaQ have Hbeeh of cdtinsel in &e cause* 
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cKvision of opinion of B^y^i^iig^^tim^ IHbJ^ ^batt/jb^ 
MrtSed ix) tht GiOT)9tnor4;f the ^^ali^^ .i^o.$l|aU Mao- 
$b«telj ;:aoiiuma^oii ^ . t^^k^ auin^ .of iPdifloAt 
leVii^tiQ tlie l(Mr,.fQr ib9 tiial kad ^e^rpi^atiosi ojT 

I»roper person to try the said case, and 4he Ju^igofi ^ 
the said ^Qourtejpaj^ eic^i^Bge 'district, Qr.Md courts 
£)r each oUi^r wW . Uiej m»y deeqi it ^i^p^dm^ <uid 
|kh?iU d^jso when direc^d by Jarw, >, . , ^ 

Sec. 15a Infeidor tribuQai^ .abim ,])e>es^hli9bed.ii| 
^b county fo(r .appoi^iitmg ^ardianf^ g^rci^tiiig. letters 
te^tamestary and; of adminisitration; for settUi&g :t)# 
accounts of ex^ators^ AdmipistratojSy iMpid g^acdiavfi^ 
^d f^ the, bm^SAcAm of b^^ine^ ..i^pertikiai^g; to 
eslbates ; and tiiQ Pistrict Courts sh^ bav^ .a{\pellate 
juri^dicliiim aaad ijganera^ » control o^€tr t^e ^aid injfo^^ 
tribunals^ and orifi^al jl,^icMiiGtio^ . and- pQjptrpL , ovef 
jineutorsi' sdnuim<iFaton9, ^i^inlia^ tmd m^m^y mi^ 
iueh r^gulatiansfa^^niay b» pi^qrii^d b^ hiw.> : ..^ , 
. SkOv 16, Iq t^ie. kial of 4I[ cfi^s in eqwly ip^ 
Bistnqt JPc^ty^thQ {d^tif or ^c^ipn^^t l^^J^k W^ 
fq^jUcation. paade ,in;9ppn coijurt, Jiaya th^; :i?i^t o( tvi^ 

fires^bediiu^ia,^ i^t If^w^, .v > . .,i .. . .,. > ,; -^^i 

Sso. 17^ Ji^tia^,of-i^^?^af;<^!8Wl Iji^^jSjigL^s^ 

;|jpd ci^nuna} juiri94^<^^ ^ ^H b^i^i^^ibfdr.by ^fii 

;S«s. li^« In aU oauaeg ti^siiig out,(^\fi, ^m^^ 



Bi aMnus^FMir 



Itk e oBUwfgj stun mcmei tmi doU|»s, the plamtf or 

lMkf« dM r^ of trial ^ juty. 

8«o. 19. Iii«n <»86»^wliero Jos&sei^of th# F^m 
«r other jlidteU oftcevs^' urferioF tt^iuials, dial| bftue 
jttmdiotmi in tb» liial'of cto^ where tlie penalty for 
tfie vkJAlieftof ft*kiri8> fi&e or ii^pnsoiime&t (except 
hi^eaeee of eoiitetipt>) tbeiMeoaed skaB have the r^ 
ef trial bjjnry'. 

8B09I0K 1; The supreme €«eeative power ei HM 
Stale shall ^ vested in tiie .€lhief Magistrate, who sliaH 
he styled the Goyera^ of the State of Texas. • 
* Sbc, 2. The Qovernop^shan be eleeted-bj' the qoaX* 
ited dtetors (^ the' State at the time and plaees of 
elections for members of tUe Cegblature. 

ftfic. 8. The retomroFevery election for G^Ternor, 
mitil otherwise provided' by la w,» shall' be made eds^ 
sealed up and transmitted^ to tKe Ses^ <>f Gtovemmentii 
and directed to the'Speali^.t)f the House of Represen- 
tafives^ who^h^ dhrm^ the first week of the sesskn 
<^ the Le^shtm^e^ thereafter, open «id publish ihemia 
anb presence* ef^botfr Houses of ike Legislature; the 
person' havii^ the hi'^st number ef votes, and being 
constltiitionally eligible, shall be declared by the Speaker^ 
^teder t^ direetfod of the -Legislature, to be Gbvemer, 
hut if two (NT mom petsons shsll hate Ihe highest sad 
iaTe- an e<pial number of votes, one of them shall be 
hautt^diateljF td^en Governor by j<rint yokt x^^k 
Wmma of the L^priatttre. G<^itest^ eie^^e«^lbl 



CkHwnor duifi be detenaiBed bf both Homis of tfie 

Ste. '4. Xhe Gov^morr shall hold his (^iee for tiie 
term of two years fromtihe regular time of mstaUatim, 
•ad «BtU his sticoessor ehaJl be duly qualified, but shall 
not be eli^ble for more than four years in any term of 
mm ]mm; he sball bp at teast thirty years of age, shall 
be a^«itia@M of tiie United States^ or a-citiiea of the 
State of Texas at die tinie of &e adopti^ of tUsOoft- 
siitstion, and shall have resided in the same three yeanr 
inmediately preceding his eleetiiM. 

Svo. 6. He shall at stated times receive a eompea- 
saUenJbr hk .services, wlueh riiall not be inerta^ed ^ 
diminbbed dmng the term for whi<^ he shall havebeea 
elwsted. The firal Gbvernor idtall ree^ve an annual 
Sahry of two thousand dollars and no more. 

Sbo* ' 6« The Ctoresnor diall be Oemmander^n-^^ef 
<€ the army and mavy of this State, and <^ the milhia, 
saeeptvrhea tiiey shall be called intotbe serviee el 
the Umtod Stales. 

&mo. 7* He may cequm infinrmatiea in writhq^ 
from die offitera^of the Exieirfiive Depattesist en ai^ 
waigeek nlatmg to Ait idatiea^f ihiar reepeptive oftces^ 

SiOw 8< He mayby {»rodaaatio% on eximofdinary 
eesasioBi, cenvene^faiihljBgisIa^kire ai tbe^ Seat t^ Gor^ 
eswMn^^r at a diffmnt ^e if 4bat ahorid be ia 
tiui aetaia poMesnoa of a p«b)»o ^QMmy. In*oaM^ 
dt be^msttith^ tire lievaet.iritli jnsepeet'it 
heiinay.adjeitara Ana .t»:aiiah ihm mkn 
AaH^tink pn^fup^ not beyoM iba ^dijr ef thi IM0*» 



tbe Legislatare informfttioii) in writing, of tiie «tai#.^ : 
tti» Qtwrettiiflent, ajad reoomnmiA te-tfateirxHMfwJdgnrtoa 
B«eb inearare» as he maj de^si «xpedtoi^ 

Sk;. 10. He sh^ take cire thai the laws be^laatibH . 
fuBy execute* ^. 

8iSG. 11. In efl eriminal oaees, eiieept kx tiiose of \ 
ti^iasM aiMl iai{)eachHM&t, he shall have ipomm, ik&er. 
oonifnetiOD, to ^ant iri^prieyes and iMffdorar; a&dvaitoi 
s«eb'ride»-^ ^the Lfd^shuiiue may ptttscribe^ he dm& 
have power to remit fiaes and forftiitixreB. ^ In oaoes o£ 
trfftism^ h« shall hare posimr by -and with the aflhmse 
aifefll '^Ottsent of -^he^ Senate to givat reprieirea and fwt* ' 
dans/ Md be -m^j^ m the recess tif the Senate^ respitoo 
tiareffsteoee nbtilithb^eadfo^ the niodi. sesluon M Hm^ 
Legislature. . , . ^ ; - , . * ^ 

8t9. 3:2. G^iewAaBalsabsai^ZttaitteaaaitaoveiMr 
Wpke shall be jAoamt^ ^^i^otj- feibctim f<»> &cmam>iefzbf > 
ttte^ saiae 'perSMs* and in:tiie -same aaanet, oMtiBrnfiiB;* 
office for the same time, and possess the samfs ^piatificaii*.: 
tiovs. 4n/'?(^iig ^OF €k>vraKH* and Xiiettlenant Gcr- 
enMrrtheJ^ki^Sia shalb 4&tbgiiirii; for wfam ithey veto; 
a* 6b^fD^f Ki&d; ftp wbsia as ilieatenai^ViSeifrentor. • 
'^JAm^MhiiiiB(m(kMAa^ of ihk offiea be 

IHmsUetitM^'&e Sefefotei^ mid bailey iwhen- in nnnniHiaai 
oINtoWheter/a i^&t W ^tobdteted'^fQie o&raU ^foiiaikmi^j 
aM (Wbontihe -9«w€e k ^pMdlir dmdsd,vto igm^vtWr 
cMtftjgrtditei'^^firoastoF 'the &^iA^1tmi|BB^^ 
Mm%9m; iMMIitj^, srtifonlFt^ tfi9.]^KSlrQfir td^awva^ 
oMe* hiii4Afp^iAa«ilt wiiW&i«»r.fim|.4^ ^Mite;ilMa 



Mraps 9M1C nxAT. S7S 

a&otbet bf «^owi j«^ ^lie^pmtHlwil tlettbti, and he ddjr 
4ii^d^b»d, jpr witUrUie G0r«mer littpiiictiedv abtent, ar 
disabled, shall be acquitted^ return, or his ifisidbiSty^b^ 

S90. IS; Wb6MT«rlbeg»TerttiMi;ei8biIMie^a«b^ 
istoipsd by tkeiiJteit^MfttxOQfsevttnr, or hMfatttbe vnabK 
to a«le»d aa^PMstdeat idik», Beio^ diet Sanato sbal 
elect one of their own members as Prerident'<for Hm 
1k» •Mig. * And if dasiag the fsaaatiay <^ the irfBoe 
0t'G4>Hra^rf the OU^utcnaat €^ovemer ^mU die, remgn^ 
infest to aer¥e, ^r be rteiMved ffom office, or be 
vnable to serve, or if he shaH b&.iaqMaehed or idbsepl 
fiMi the Slate, tiie F^ident of the Senile for ihe 
fmehrngf A^a iajika^iitaiiaer Mmmak^ ^e goif^itm 
pHK^ iu»til he«4shaU be snpeiaaded abj a ^TorerBor >er 
lientepnaftt Govevnof. .GHie iiteHlenaii|iiCk]f?emor dudly 
9hila|t be aets as Pi«ridteot af tfK> Sanafe^ ffeeeiT^ 
■nrvi^aa U)e samoi compeasalum wfai«b shall^ ba a&wei 
itotha Spaidier of the Bonse-af 'BoprtaeBtatirea and 
M^aiarey aa4 dariiig fte tbae'fhe^Buaulferi the goyan^ 
ai^ ip^ofWPi^v ahall^radeim ttiaaaiaa caapeassbistt 
wfaidi the Goremor would havewrloeiyad liad babeea 
pnidey^dia the Sottas <)f'JhiaiaatoiS,^aiid mo i^^ Th» 
Vmkh9kMih^ tiaie^eiag^ tlte^aata^shall^fknti 

iMDomH tha sfu^a aam ym it at ioii- ifUeiw thaciChiTOiBiv 
aianldr hi^l»'jraQiriaed,Jiiid hebaeifc aaqdtgrad ftiflfta 
fipt^ o|,)|i%<#4e»^ .g.#w^Lwatwifi»j Qa na rBw^sh a^ 



STB iatxwits^mdir'««s:A«k 

iAHiJU"befte i^it \kf^^^fi^tif^m(f9^^ fib donveM 

Seo. 14. There shall he % seal of the Statieyi^A 
ilttir ;h& Jfe^ fejr ttw«9fmiorf 4fld wi^hf hi&ofiehaij. 
Tlie«ud'^M«UlHh&jif^e(r^^iv« Ii^miiIb, «tieih^ b^ 

;Seo. id.* 'MdotdtnilsiMlrvhall 1^ ik ih^MiiieMi 
hj tiie aiittiont^ vf the St4te^ i?eiia», be eimkfd w9& 
4Ke '3tat0 eeai^ signed bf tiie Ch^t^aery esid attediM 
*jr4*eSedrolwy!(rf- States ' -^ : ' 
'« jBBdi i«; -There sbafl be a Secf^fafy ef -Sli^, ^ 
AM be .appelated hf the'7€tov^»raor4 by •ibid i«>Mi <M 
Wviee aad boM«eA; bf tite-QeHatev lUKd ehaD iMittn^^ia 
^^ffiee dimng^tte:tefn«f eemee of ti^^Ootenior^eelk 
Bfe*shaBlBe«p»«nr*egiet;ei'df afl«^MliM»1uid|ir^ 
tefdftg? bf :dse 0overiiois «tHt dial^,'^^^ r«q«lr6<f^ 
hy' the s&aie«Ml vitt piquets; ttt&nitei, imd'^^imeblfe ¥Mbi^ 
liM ihoMta Mm tU liegi^Ia^iee^ ei^ eifteif HdtM 
HMsreof, aori-ehifl peiffoiiw eoeh otber^^Mieto ib'!ihay %» 
veqdiiriliafilhlHi'bjrlffrv f i ■■ ' '■'» .-••_ f 

"8bo. 17^ ;Ctev7.Ui ttrfiieh «haB 4i«te j^iuised beH 
i(*i»i9aibrtinv&e^i^ b^ prdslkQtd «e th^ 

ilHtf^teiiii«^iiri^'M8tel^)eet(eiM'l^ I^Hottipg irtlieft 

iUAA iMfe-Migii«l0A)»i4(^^^ 

iidaffeii^XAi %li» jo^mi^ amd^ pr^e^iy i«doMdl9^ i^ , 



lilr$ rb^imMeh topea flit ^!ote»:ttf ibeib PoiMiegishidl 

miwhufs .Ttotitigii»t ^^»giwrt Aq ^ HU «b|hS b0 o&toroA 
^^th« j^H^idto lirf; «* BbMww 4fiofl|)ootiy0ly .; if Mj^hill 

BaaiajsriBaJoeptdd^ a&er itshall b»ve be«x|ffletoitedi^ 
liiffl, the same shall he a Iawv^ii .lika .isliaiitter as ff the 
M 8^i^d it* £vei^ htU.|M^e0aited fo^ tht ."GjoTefioior 
fmeL^a^pimnoiis^io the s^ttrsdildiiiQf theXt^daitBflm 
ttid ili>l retornefl to 4be Sloiipe imfbigi^ it ^^m^ted 
blfi^e ite^j0i|irQm«ni^&to^ b^09fn^A:laiir^ja«d hiavj^tbf 
MBtte ii^ree Md-e&at^lf irfgDB^^hj,.tb« (M^nior.. . ; 
'- i8tc. 18.. Sytry.^der, ites(dlitipn (h* vote^ t». which 
Hie acnemrhUD^e of both Ho^seft oC thftlieffliJatare may 
W;nlmeaac^>exofi4^.qD quealbi^of adgoRuiHnie&ilyjfaiA 
te*pfirM«itod>t# the Cb)v«mo^.ao4 he&s^ it.shalll^ 
'effect be approred by himy^ beiag diaappro^ed, shall be 
iMifaaB^d by both Hoiia9a> £ke<?<uxliag ta .^ ndea ta^ 
UttiMi^m ptesoribodjii tilie oas^ <£. a bUli 
- S9C. 19. Ihe GoY^emor, by 6^i mtk Mm adiri^ 
tad 'C^QMit «f 4;i«€htfaMida ^ ef ..tiU . Senatty Aall a^peu^ 
« conyement number of Notaooi^ P^blio^.Aei eiicci^fiRg 
wc^ktMih e(m»tyf.iik% ia;adfb&»ir to Aackd»ika as 
mm {i«iiKriJ^..by Jair^ flhaU(4i(ichargAis^ 
M the Lef^atore xxk^ftpm toMr to'tiati) freacndJ^ .^ 

4^if;4ptettffM4ihinQ$ >tfie JMK0M, ahatt he loaAe lo Ifce 
)fiiii«te4mig Ihfi first te»*4K^«f itotwa^osu ^ J^ 



ibdHldf my noft&iatfim so «Mde W n^#ted, fli»>'iMl 
l»£Tidiial riialt ttd; agiift Ibe tienitoiitod thiritig tto Mi*' 
Mm to fill tbe^sttne #fli«e. And al^idt Urn Oovwmr 
fiulto IM&6 nomiMiiiMistDlItt ftny iraeMiejr dnrmg ite 
mfm&m of the Se«al»,.wtth^ft«aiiG7 rimB mot bo ttM 
:liy tifo €h>T«raor <»^» Ae MXt«ioe€hig of 4fae'£loii«feB& 

^noAMtf^'tbo Legidatero, at Hiyd plaeo whoiv the ««amwi 
"nay hekM^mai at^ fipog^'fyiattovr^tbaia^ ophMOW^ 

S3BC. 22. Kb peroofi M&igilie dffice^of €hvf*i«»^ 
jiuA koU luiy (Aeo or oonmilnioii^ mH^wmSitmrj. 

fimo. 28. A Staid gre tetf i»r tniA <l€ttiptrDlfer of 
fMic •ceotti^^bali bo Ueiuiially olooted, by 'the joiat 
baUot»(tf 'boA HouMB of the LegMi^vro^ and m ovo 
of '^vaoa&rjr ia tntltor oFHeaid.*«fieos4 doriog^e iiMeas 
ofi^dw «LogidatUf«9«s«ek vaoiHioy^BkaU botfilkd t^ tt# 
<0ovoRwr, iriaehia|»pcaitMocit akail teoofebuo tmtil.tiM 
oieoe oMho aoxtoeduon'Of tbe Lo^dataro thoreirfkeK- 
militate Vt—Afi«««. 

SiOfiON 1. (Tbo Legidalaro sball firoviHo by bm 
for orgamzing^4Mld^diaciptilUIlg the vnlitia of tliiB Stale^ 
4a MOh^nliiliaras they^aU deem oitpedient^'mot inoMH 
ftttiHo witb tk^ Coiiatita«M»i aad imm ^ tho- Goitid 
Stato'ki vektioQ tkoroto. . ^ 

8ae. 2. Aay pei«OBirbo<oomsioiitio«0tyiei^q)itf to 
bfir^uttS) shaBnotrtbot^onpoUod tO'do so bvtiMS {Mf 
aa oqiimloBi^br jporsisial oarvicea*! 

*8Ww 3; NottooaaodldiiMtsrofthoOo^ 
tflfqvaroA. to p^xfiHii .«rilit«jrdili^, iv*k< on I9iidiyj# 
ioaifo QivjuoBstoi Aaa^^^Aito* i^ -'•^/: -' '^^ ), .u; . ^;^."/J^ 



Skd. 4. The Goy^Ynor ehaH have poii^r to eall foiib . 
UHi..c9ilitia to ezeeote the laws of the State, to ^joppresa^ 
ianirvectioxtt. and repel iaiosions^ 

ArUde VII* — General Provimns^ 

Smmos. 1. Meiob^rs of t^ Legg^tore, aod all. 
oSMt^i before th^j ej^ter upon the> duties of their, 
^ffmrd^^l take the following oath or affirmaticm: 
"J, (A. B.), do solemnly swear (or aflSrm) that I 
w^.iaitibfQlIf and impai;t2Uillj, discharge and .perfoiai, 

all the duties iAcumbent on me, as ■ , iwcording* 

ti> .tiie best of my sk^l and ability, agreeably to the 
€c9i«ti^tiatiQaai^, laws of the United Statefi and of thi^- 
Stijte; And I do further sqlemnly swear (or affirm)|^ 
tb^t, wee tihje adoption of this Coni^tu^oa by thei^ 
Congress of the Ui^ted States, I being a citieen of this. 
State, have not fought a duel with deadly weappi:^!^ 
within this l^tatie nor pvt of ity nor haye I sent or 
aoo#p^4^ a (jWlo^g? tp. fight a duel with deadly wf a-; 
pQtt0,l]pr«ba¥e.X $u:f(^ a^J^i?ond in leanyipg a pball^ng^ 
or ludedi adyi3ed9 9r..as8iaied any persqi thus offending^ 
80 help me Gp4*' , , 

^i(C« 2* : Trfi^n ag^tthis State shall confflst only 
in ]||^yying war ^i^gai^ it, or .i|^, adher^gj ,to its enemifs-r^ 
g^fimg jtb#Q fsid; a94 c^u^tj; .mi no person ,sh^ ^ 
c<»yiete4f9f Jtr^ason wl^sii ^,the tesjtimo^ny; of twpj 
fita^^jlio ^:/saQ;^e.9Y^t..ac,^ pr his o^wa confe^ioi^ 

..S»p. 5..^ J!y-ery,pQpoa,,shall be di^uj^li^ed- fron^ 
W4««*.3ftr^^^ffi^.pf'^n>^ 9^^^ State^.wM 

iMl IWW J^Bi<59ftiri<3itfKi, of Hy'm iPXen or ofbr^ ^ 
W» to PF»W^>ii«Ji^^«« VWJj^ \ •» r . \ 



^0 intsss 98011 nxiLS/ 

Bbc. 4. Laws sIiaB be made to exefaicb frotti tA^ 
ieiting on juries, and from tiie n^ of sxiStB,gej ti&ose 
who shall hereafter be^ convibted of briberj, ^petjxisfy 
forgery, or other high crimes. The prirHego of free 
suffrage shall be supported by laws regulating «lecti<ms, 
and prohibiting, under adequate penalties, afi isndue 
influence thereon from power, bribery, tumuit; or otimr 
hiaproper practice. 

Sbc. 5. Any citizen of this State, who shall, alter 
the adoption of tins Constitution, fight a duel with deadly 
weapons or send or accept a challenge to fi^ a dud 
with deadly weapons, either within the State ot out of 
il, or ifjio ^all act as second, or knowingly lud and 
as^t, in any manner those thus offending, ^11 be 
dbjnnyed of holdnig any office of trust or profitnader 
tins State. 

Sic. 6. In all elections by the peo^Je, the ToteshiA 
be by ballot, until the Legislature shall othenrise^^Breet $ 
and m all elections by the S^dfate and House of Repre* 
tentatives, jointly or separately, ^ tote sfaidT be giv^k 
viva voeej except in the election of their officers. 

Sec. 7. The ILegislature AsA provide by law Isr 
fhe <eomp^;isa(6oii of all offic^, servants, agbnts, and 
puMc oontraetors,*not provided for by-ti^ Odnstitotioniy 
and shall not grant extra ecMtnpensatioii to any offieeri 
agent, servant, or public contractor aftei" suoh p«Ute 
aenrioe shall have been purformed, or contract' eiMereA 
fato for di^ performance of t(M iame; ncnr grai^ 4>y 
iipptopriati(m ' or otherwise^ i^ amount of moftey o«l 
oir ttie Treasury o^^e State, to any iii^^daali 0« f 
real or pretendti; where ikt ^unoihaH'jibl IfiM 



fMi/prbribd Sat tj jm*eai0mg ]$mt Pumdelittit 
iM>tlifa^ in diis secticm shall -beto coBStrocid asib «fb€l 
tt^ ^aisM 0f persow agaiM tiie* BepnUic •£ Teias^. 
bsretofere eaditii^. " 

8«(^. 8. Kdmoney (A>B li» d r>wn ffr <»n Ae Tr^aofy^. 
k^ ia piusumcH' of qmific* •iq»re}»riatidDii made hy 
hm r wm-da^ BUf %pfttopm^im^%{' sioiiey be^made fiw 
a longer term than two years, except fc^ purposes- o& 
•dactttton;; andiBO appiopdalion for* individual or pri- 
vate piirpQte8ydr£)K purposes of internal improvement^ 
shall b«t made^ wit^ut^ the concurrence of two-thkrdv 
of boili Houses 0( the* Legffilature; ^regular, state- 
tiKst and a«oeunt of ike reeeiptsand expenditcH*es 00 
id« pijMir. money «hall i)e published annually in' such 
maoner as shall be prescribed by law. Andun no eas# 
abaU the Legisiature haY>e power to issue ^^Treasnry 
Warrants," " Treawry SSotes,-' or^papef of any descrip- 
tion iobeaded to cirenlate as money. 

Bsc. 9. AUeiTilofficervslfaU reside within the Staled 
and all distnct or oonnty ofieers mthiii tiieir disfeiets 
or counties ; and shall keep their offices at sueh jdacra 
th^eii^ d0iBni^b«'r0«|uimHby lair; 

S(BC. 1A» llwdbraticna of all offices not Ixed by 
ibis Constitution, shall never exceed ilimr years; 
' ^BC. 11. Absence on>^ifa^bosbie8S of this State, or 
of the United States, shall not forfeit a rendence ono# 
4)tiiined, «) as to 4epriii» any ^me of the right <^ suf- 
frage, or t>f 'being ieieiied or ^appointed to anyoffiee 
oadnr tiie exeeptiiWB ccmta^ed in tfair Gonstitiili^ 
1^ 48804 12« ISie L^lature *flMl have p<mer to |»i** 
liitoSnr ieduotionsr fimtt tiie sotarNi (tf ptAiUq (Aw% 
24 
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ing or exercidng any office of profit 49r 'trust tn3er Urn 
United Stftfiea or riltkiT of iIi^,/oit nacki^ any fctfdgs 
l^w^y fibaH bOidli^Ue as a membto <£ Uti/b Lepstutwf^ 
oc hjpU or ejrarobe anjr ^rffof «f sproit i6r Ibmsl'm&iit 
fUs'fitate; -• -' ' r . s 

- Sbc^ 14« TheLe^latureriudlproyifllefoiraebaiigeof 
ve&ne in tnvil and.crimii^ etses^ and fbrtiie esecftioi 
ff a P^lentftary at as earij a day as prraeticable. 

Sbc. 15, It shaU ba tbe duty of the Leg&latee ta 
^as8 f»et laws aa may b«: neeesary and prop^ to 
de^ei difereaces by arbiti?ali0n^ when tite partiea ahlB 
•loot that iBothod of trtai.. ^ 

Sb0« 16. Within fiire years after tiie fl(d(}{^n t^ 
this CbnttitutioB^. tiie lawfl,civl} and criminal, ^mll M 
revised, digested, arrattged,- antd publi^d m mich a 
noanner as ^ Legislatiu^'shafl'&peeti ao^ a like reri- 
sioii, digeet, and pabI>caii»oiii, «h«U he mado every lea 
years ihoreafeer. 

Ssc. 17. No loMery 4ball ,he aathoriied hy IliiB 
State ; and the ^ying or Sellis>g of fottery tidc^tan^bni 
this State ia proWbitedi . ' . 7 . 

Sb6. I& No divor^'shall.he ^mted byfthe Ldjps 
latere. . ., >^ 

S^ 19^. AH '.proptt:^> boib real and personal (4 
tt« wifOfOimed or oWmed byberhefiire.'Diarrbge^ «d 
tbat-aoqnirod aftenrttdji b^-^,i devise^ or desens^ 
a]MiU«be.b^ a^parUte propeyify.; andilawsi^haHiba^pa^tod 
JWM fdeady deixiiag^ ^ ri^Kte of the ^ppofe^ k iMlaltta 



is urtTi t&hirBepBotL^ pr e tty as tt^t htXAiSi tmiinaim 
with her husband. Laws diall also be passed jMtovi^HnK 
Jbr tfie i?egistrati<ra of Ihfe wife^s separa^ property.' 
• ftfcc. 2<>. The ri^ts cf ^operty amd' of tkction^ 
which have been ae^uil-ed nndertbe 'Gdndtitni^niuicl 
laws of the Republic of Texas, shall not be digested t 
tor shall any rights or actions which hate been divested, 
barred, or declared ntdl and roid, by ihe Ct^stitutiort 
and laws of the Republic of Texas, be re-invested, 
tevisf^ed, or reittstat^d by this Constitution ; but the 
same shaD remaiii pr^ci^Elly in the iHuatfon which they 
were before the adoption of this Constitution. 

8bc. 2ti All claims, locations^ surveys, grafts, kkA 
tiUeB to land, which are declared null and^cnd by the 
Cozistittition of the Republic of Texas, are, and th# 
same riiall, remain forever null and void. 

SEd. 22. The Legislature shall have powcr-io pr&^ 
teoi'by lawfrom'fero€id sde^ a certain portion of tiie 
property of aU heads of families. The homestead of a 
fiomly, not to exoeed two hundred acres of land, (not 
included in a town or city), or any town or city lot or 
lots in value, not to exceed two thousand dollars^ shafl 
not'be subject to forced sale, f<M^ any debts hereafi^ 
contracted, nor shall the owner, if a married man^ be 
a(t 13>erty to alienate tiie same^ utileds by the consent o^ 
the wife, in such mimner as the Legislature may here- 
«ttel>|Kuntout. 

Sic. 2&. The Legidatttre shdl provide in whit 
cases officers shall contmue to perform ihe duties' ^ 
Hneit ^(riSoes, iintU th^tecdesscM sb^ be duly qualified. 

6so. 24. Every law Enacted ^by 'the Le^Iatore^ 



ibill ^tfabnuye Imt <me4)t>jfttt» ta4 AM ahali bt expnm^ 
ill the title* . 

Sec. Si. No laws shall be renied or amended- ky 
firiS^reoce. to its, title i buti in saqh case Uie act revised^ 
fT' seotioat jan&ended, flhall^be re-^aaQtod. and pubUshed 
ailei^th« 

Sbo*. 26*^ Nqpereoa diaU hold or ^mmiee-in^reihaii 
^e civil office of emohioieiit, except that of Jastkie«& 
the Peace. 

SsG; 27. Taxati^u ^all be equal- and uni&na 
throughout the 3tate.« AU propertj iu.iim Stf^te sbfH 
be taxed in propojstioattoNits vabie^ to be ascertained U 
directed by law^^eoioept saoh^ pi»pertf aa twe^thirds of 
both Bjpoaee of the liepilatuiie may think, proper te 
^•mpt frem taxation., The I^gi«bitTire shall - have 
power to lay ai^i income tax, and tottac all persona par- 
aaiBg ejigr occupation, trade^ or prefessions ; provided 
that the term oocttpatioa shatt i)ott4)#»cc»strued to ai^ 
te> pursuits, either agrioujtural or mechamc^. 

Sec* S^y The Legialature^fbaQt ha^e power to pro* 
?ide by law fbi ex^mptioa fronii taxation, two hundred 
and ifty dollaj^ wpHh« ^ the hooaehold fumitm^ -er 
ettxer property belppgjuig.to each i^a^^ly in Hm State. 

Sfio<. 29i The A^aessor and Collector of taxes shaB 
1^ appMuted in sudi laanner^ ai»l ui^er such regula*- 
tiona, ;eia the Legislature nimy direct. r 

Seo. 30. No corporate body shaU heiieifler bt 
^i^atedy rej^wed, or ^tended wi|b banUng jorjdiaconn^ 
iog prinmpl^. 

8x0* 31. No prirato <^>rporation shall be e roalaj) 
wleea the bill creating it sbfiil be pafl90i by two-th^M^ 
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& boili Houses of the Le^Iature, and two-thirds 
of the Legislature shall have power to revoke and 
lepeal all private corporations by making compensa- 
tbn; for franchise. And the State shall not be part 
owners of the stock or property belonging to any 
corporation. ^ 

Sec. 82. The Legislature shall {Hrohibit by law 
individuals from issuing bills, checks, inromisscHry notes, 
or oiket paper to circulate as money. 
, • -Sbo* 33. The aggregate amount of debts hereafter 
contracted by the Legislature, shaU never exceed the 
•um of one hundred thousand dollars, except in case of 
war to repel invasion or suppress insurrection, and in 
DO case^ sMl any amount be boirowed, except by a vote 
of two^thirdd of both Houses ol the Legislature. 

Sbc. 34. The Legidature shall at the first session 
ttieredf, and may at any subsequent scission, establish 
iiew*oounties for the convetuence of the inhatntants of 
such new county or counties, provided that 'no new 
iknmij shall be established which shall reduce the 
coimty or counties, or either of tfiem, from which it 
elidl be taken, to a less area than nine hundred square 
ndles, (except the county of Bowie), unless by consent 
of two^tiiirds of the Le^slature, nor shall any county 
be l«d off of less contents. Every new county as to 
the right of suffrage and representation, shall be con-* 
aidered as part of the county or counties from which it 
was taken, until entitled by number to the right (tf 
separate representation. 

Bw^*^ 3^.t No soldier shall, in time of pfiiacd^ fta 
foartered in the housCi or within the jnclosure <^ anj 
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iniUndaali without the consent of Hbe owuer ; |:ior in. 
tame of war, bat in a manner prescribed bj law. 

Sec. 86. The salaries of the Governor apd Judges, 
of the Supreme and District Courts are hereby fixed at, 
the minimum established in the Constitution, and shall 
not be increased for ten years. 

JUhde (f amending the Canst^tion. 
Sso. &7. The Legislature, whenever two-fimrds of 
each House shall deem it necessary, may propose 
amradments to this Constitution, which proposed amend- 
ments shall be duly published in the puhhc pnnia ol 
the State at least three Jtnonths before the next general 
eleotion of the Representatives, for the considei^on <^ 
the people; and it ^hall be. the duty of the several 
returning officers ai; the next dlecti(m, which shaU ii$aB 
be hplden to open a poll for» and make a return to l^e 
Secr^t^^y of the State, of th^ names of all those yotii^* 
for rejuresentatives. who have voted .on such proposed 
aoiendm^^its^ and if thereupon, it shall appear that a 
i^^r^ty of all the citisseng of this State voting to^- 
&ep?esentatives, hay# v^ted in favor of such proposed 
amenehnents, and two-ti^irfls of each House of the next 
Legisla^tnre shall, after sudi electipn ai^d before another 
r^itify i^^ same amendmentf by yeaa a^d 111^799 they , 
shall be valid toj^i intents and purppses as pnrt <^ this^ 
Constitution, j)rQyided that the» Sf^ proposei^ amende 
n)en^ 9h4l at eaehpf the said seay^ionflf .have b^^ reiid 
^ i)xm^ seyeral days in Qach^House* . • ^. 

Article \lll.—Stai»^9. • 

JBech lb' The Le^riatW^ sbatt ^ve* no- pbw^ ibi 



ffOBS laws t6f tEeeioaincipafion 'of slaves, withdtit fhe 
consent of fhi^ otihiers, ndr without pajing their owneis 
previous t6 such eflian(Jipition/a full eqmvafent in 
money for th)^ slaved so eftiandipated ; they shall bare 
no power to' prevCfit eailgraiits to the State from 
bringing with ihem such, persons "as are Seemed slavei 
by the laws of the United State^rso'long a^ any' person 
of the same age or description ^ shall l)e continued i^ 
ttavery by the laws of this "State; prtVldiBd ".that such 
slaves be the bona fida .property of gfti^i elaigrants"; 
ptovided also that laws be j)assed to inhibit ' {he intro/ 
ttuc'tiotn into this State, of slaves who haVe ''committed 
high t rimes in states or territories ; they sh^^bave the 
)right to pass laws to permit the owners of ^a^ves to 
emancipate ihem, saving the rights of creditors, -ancl 
i>reventing tb«m from becoming a public charge ; they 
ihall have full power io pass laws which will oblige the 
owners of slaves'to treat them with humanity, to provide 
for their necessary food and clothing, to abstain from all 
•tnjiiries to them extending to'life or liodb, and, in case 
of their neglect or refusal to comply with the xlirections 
of such laws, to* have such '^ye or slaves taken from 
^uch ownefff and sbW'for the benefit of such owner or 
owners; <hey may. pass laws "to prevent slaves from 
Doing brought -into 'this Stiate as ^erlfhandise only. 

Sec. 2; In the prosecution Of slaves for crimes of a 
U^her gntde^thanpe^tit larceny, Ihe 'Legislature shall 
have no power* to dep|ive them of fttf impartial tri^ by 
^•petitjury. 

" '&c. 8. Any perton Who efcaai ^maliciously flismcn^- 
'her or deprive a slave»of life^sbiill-TStdBfer such pumshmeiH 
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«ft would be inflicted in case the like offejac^ had beeii 
committed .upon a free white person^ and <n^ the Skf 
l^roof except mxa^e of tfuBurrecdon, of 8tt|ch slaye. 
Article IX.^^ImpemehmerU., 

Sbo. 1. Tlie power of impeacluaent ahi^ be Tesied 
yx the House of Representatives^ 

. Sec. i. Impeachments of the (irOTenKnr, lieut^ant 
<jovemor, Attorney General, Secretn^y of the State, 
Treasurer, Comptroller, and of the, Judge* ©f ih9 
^District Courts, shall be tried by the Senate. ^ 

Sec. 8. Impeachments of judges of the •SiqaresM 
C!ourt shall be tried by the Senate. When setting as a 
•court of impeachmeiit, Uie Senators shall be upon oatk 
<or a&mation, and no person shall be convicted with<Hit 
the concurrcQce of two^thirds of the Senators present 

Sec. 4. Judgment in cases of impeaehpaent shaB 
;eztend only to removal from office, and disqualifioatioBS 
from holding any office of honor, trust, or profit under 
atiis St^te ; but the^p»:ties convicted sbafi, neTertheless, 
he subject to indictijieat^ trial, and punishment accordmg 
to law. ' 

Sec. & All officers against wbom articles of im- 
peachment fuay be preferred, shall be siispended from 
the exer^e of the duties >tf their office during the 
pending off such i^peacbment; the appointing power 
may make a provisional appointment to fill the vacancy 
occasioned by the iBuspension of an officer until the 
decision on impeachment. 

Seo. ^« The Legislature dhall provide for ijh^ trjai^ 
punishment, apd removal from office ^f i^i oilier o£eM 
jf the State .by indictoep^ or.othejwtte.^ , . ... 



Article .IS.^^'iBltJkatwn. 

ibis State to miJfe>mtiMb''^(i9arii>d.l(ir ite mt^p^M^ 

;.ifiE<l. 2^ The im^t^M^M4^9Mik,,^ tafl/^i ))ntolii* 
edde^ fitotaAUtk^free iahocb *tiilMglMat 1& JStat^f i5ildf^ 
i)nU fimUi^ MieMtt fit Hia i nm ypif ii ly*tjiMtioii'«r-^ 
poipetrtjr; iuEidi^lBhilbfatf tfatfdMf •rthrL^gislaj^i^ 
mk, ^vti Mi tepa «faa»i axA MHttir* pa^ of- tke -ffimtml* 
x#teii«e of thar Sftate^ ^ImtiaM^ -frt)!!! taxaitioii, as^ itt' 
pmrpvtibi fiuid; whMi' f«id ^flhsfr^bei appt^riated iS^i 
AftiBu^MMi^of froe ^u^io^ffekoob^ luid aoi laiit^Bh^ ot^^ 
b& niMie dsvertbg aaid^.i^ to (aa^ idtlior iise^ a;^'* 
vtitt Buoh tiiBto at tbe ^Le^abno dodl proindo forih^*' 
-eaMbliahoient of sdck' sckobls is Ihb eereral didtncte^ 'of ' 
Om.&^e^ the> fuhd' tbiia creiitcU shall r^mak «b^ A'^ 
iBktU8» ^aeaiBsfe tke'fihite .pa«ed ioi^ttie erecttt of^ tM^^ 
.fr|0 owdmDik iflbdUimd. > - i *. / ' ^ xo 

Sso. 8. AUpullkiiniatvUili4ttMrebi^ 
or which may hlWH^M0k)^W^Ippant6«l, fite'pdhlic schools to 
•Hm wst|m£^«HutlMi'^ odiar' j^oBiitel -^bf&Qonsr in' ttts 
.SMt^M'^tto alMMMl ii»f«li,itariiisposM f^^n^'' 

8^. 4.w.Xh» i^e*l(.iiautitaniQ^<«U^'Staca, ivAiftui 

jpnrpose of eduoatMSi^'iiMdlJUKattttd to the same 
-flBaotJtanh^iHtfo^^ tppiiifi h i tact by tlw Onf^reel oViSi 
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8m. 1. AU enrtWB>tii fcr lMi-ri{^ ckiatf to 
Umi Miifld Id fiotitiow pMaooiy or wlMh naM forgtdf 
is^ aU l0Mkia» Md Mn«yt IbaiMiv M#| and 
W«M «iU Mid ftid fimn 4ke kogiMiuig. 

8bo. 2. The DiiMil 0>«rt aiudl ha apeaad mitil 
tlia Irat day of Jvly, tea thavaaiid aighl himdrad md 
ftrij-iOTOiit fiNT Ilia aatiWiihwwnl tS cartiAoalaa &r 

Uppobted nader Ilia Ml la dalaal fimaduleiil bad- 
onrt^oataa^ and to piavUa fer iaaakg patanki la kgri 
<4w^<u^^9 1^ ^ ptrlka aniaig akaU pradnea Um !&» 
pf^ aM be a«bjaalad la Iba ra^wiiitioaa whiali wara 
M^aftsaoTf and wai^a pcaaaribad bj Uw to analaia tha 
er^g^ial appiioatioA for Ika aaid wrtiioftteft; and all 
<)eiti$eate8 abora rafemd lo, mt aatabliihad or mad 
upon befora Iba patiod lipitod ahall be barred aad iim 
•aid cerlificalea^ and ftH loaatMa and mixr%j9 tkereott 
ahall be for otf r anll,^ void, atti all raloeatioM i 
<Nii audi aorreya ahall not be diitoibed walil Iha < 
oataa are ealaUidied IP ahore diraolad. 

Sic 1« There .fM be oa» |;aii^ buki 
Iha State ii^eh iMl ha al ttie aaal of 
vhara all tHka w Ueh haw haaatoiira aaaanated or naj 
haraaftwr ainaBirta feiai < l a ta gm »a al ahail be ragbtered 
tod the Legadataaa wmf aal abliah fraa tiaia lo liiM 
aaoh aabordwala oOeea aa tiiajr maf daaai raqaidla. 
ArtkUXtn. JMbiiila. 

Jtac. 1. Thai* aa: iae o ra a i a a aa aaaj atiaa fraaa a 
4kuige of aeparale nalaral ^ aaffti ml ) gaye iw aa ad ta^ 



^ 8Mte gmrmmA, it ia^ 'i»ciud Omk tH pt^em 
%M^ dtttll be issued iii^ itM^rnkm^^t tbe BcpiMa ^f 

.4&kS9 under thie G<matitoi»w«^haU-to wi^y^M mM 

8bo. 2. The/imKdiiff ctf dltarndswdiTQ^glitea^ 

'^ 4be lUpiibHe^f Xexai ii|%iL not^ be wpw^d %^t||f» 

dkalbge ^ go^nttnetttr bti^Miy -^ 'siied fei^ ej«l 

^IMeteMd itt tiMmft|]^ a tiie 4Sie¥«iior^of 1^ Stsite^ 

9e3^ wd dl evimbftl pre#0««^di«9er penal aeiioiitt 

^ ^vMd^ sImQ^ hftve ariMi {iiier >^tiM^ <]%aia^ati(^ <tf tl^ 

^fiteito Go^ernmeBt imder 4bii^ Oeastilmtiaii, b a&y^ 

* Urn ecmrte of the fiepuUi* ef Sexas ebftit be furoae^ii^d 

' io j/mkgamnt aaid^eMcuiiea iiirtiid^ tttme^of^ mmI Sbli^. 

AllMutsat lak^md ei|m^'wltitfh4Biiy*le depeiidiiig in 

: iny of the eoiBtft.e£4&e-Jle|»Hib of Okm-prioiftto Ito 

^^guaxsiim ef 4b» State KiiMBeMDMiit irnd^ 'ifaie Coi^ 

wOMiixii sfadl bn traaaSRwd te to fMjiep 40in^ c€ Hfi 

MMcmlMk ahdl Une jwMMmC ottiU sd^ct ^aMW 

Aincf.' ■ . -:' ^'- ■ -' • '- . ^^ -y' 

Sbo. S. AUi^}M»tBd|n«to^«f liM^tio#b/<^ 

fhe Bepablio«of Taott^ ivihioi^ sar» aid^ teimgBant to &e 

. OwifiMlMi <rf^ th0r5Jq»ed^iU«te% Oie j^i^ teaobttiKAor 

, ftp «ne»i« SMM^Ito i)i»riJ4tiei) Slaieisv or to ^ 

..fuieiuiBM oi ihia;.Ce^^ lo reatM 

m feveei a< tbedaiTsnaf Ihir Jka**,^atit lliey wpire &t' 

llimt»iwliiab»l3eatti^<dMril H^»*;«3Med' er oepealed-bj 

liiai»gMataM»4MMtf'« '^^''*''^ ^ v— > v' 

JBso. 4; AllJaii^t>eftaltt»r,ftiftiiuM,ato^ 



5)QMlitati#a Mi bmf4UXi^ atfcpie: |ortii6:.SMi^ ^ 
Uixai; mi the L^gwintiiM «baUt.igb Imt* {m^^s^^ ^ 
ntlbddfor 46lm»iwg wkfii hodi opm; haiv^ heep fm 
j||Hta4 or eadieatdd. , . , :. . ,u 

Sbc 5* Iflm«diatdljE albvr Jhe «4|owr]»Mfc of Ml 
^Tmtiom, the Prau^afc c{. the BopibKe d»tU.. kme 
(pin.pnwlainaliooy dmatiog.tbe Cihief J«sticei ef the 
>4(freral cewntieft pf this B^Mdblio^ and the aevoxel CUeC 
4iietieee tod their Aseo^^rtee jure hemhgr required te 
^pnee poUe.to be^ ope»ed.iii their respective eoml^i 
f;t4fae eai4U>Ii8hed preciheti on the eeeond Men^y of 
Optoiber jum:^ for t^ purpoeeef telmg the sense ^ the 
(eqJe of lejus in rejpyrd4aiihe adoption (u-.rejeotion ef^ 
thin, Qoiis|itiitien» and the totes of all perscm csifitled 
te rote uttder the.^ustiag lavft <£ Aie Constitntiea ehatt 
k^ reeeiTed^ Saeb votmr ehiA express his ofixoMi hy 
deelaring a <^ tnM v(W '' iiar *' the Oonstitntien aeeep^ 
eff '^the Constitttliw sejeeted/Vor s^ene werda ckarij 
si;pres8uig the intentieft eC the voter; and. at the same 
time the vote shall be taken in like manner for and 
ai^nst annexation* The election shall he conduoked 
JA oenformitjf ivith the vMa^ ianrs legnhUing elections, 
1^ the Chi^f Jnstioes.c^ fk» several «onnlies shall 
llirefuU; mi pn^nptlj make d^pSeate retiMms of eaid 
poUsy onex>f vduph [shidl} be.trsiissintted to the Secret 
^1^ i£ gtal» of the Jii|Hihito.<^ X^xas and the oduQ 
deposited in the Ci^i^'eefine^ the Oeantr Gowri. 
.,Sk0» Q. Upon tbe-reeeiplctf the eaid reteMS or 'eii 
the second Monday in Ilevieaiber.Mai^if ^he.veknrns im 
ijiet sooner made, k ehsll be^ the dnfy ef the ftesident^ 
is^>|)reeenee. of^tiehvofltaeri of his iMmAi*mmfi^itt 



tMnmfl worn ttHM. wi 

y et ialy miiit iB pergowwfa ttij^ choose to ilteK^^ 
«»^#Mipar* &• voAts^ren fbr the rfttifieafti0& or r«}e^^ 
UMief du» OoMliMiott, attdif k ihoidd iqppear fitMb 
tfie retitntt llMkl^mftjoff^f of aO the totes given, is fbr 
9^ adop<ioa 4»r iius Constttotiim, tl^ it shall he the 
4^ cS the Trmidetkt to make preelaoiatioii et that fact 
and tibieneeferdk tliis C!oiialitiiti<»i tkaSl be ordained aniit 
eslaMished as tfie Oonstitiition «f this State, to go idiai 
op^mti^iy and be of ibree and eSeet, from and after 
^ ergani«itioi| of the Slate Government under titia 
Constitution; and' fte Preaidettt of this RepaUio is 
aatiiorized and required io tnmsmit to ihe President of 
ibe United StatcH duplieate copies of this Constitution^ 
properly audientioated, together with eertified state- 
ttents of the munber of TOites g^venfor tiie riitificatioii 
iliere<^, and the number for rejection; one of which' 
copieis shall be transnntted bj mail, and one copy by 
special messengei*, in sufficteni time to reach the seiH 
of Gh9yemment ot the United ^ales, early in Decemb^ 
Bext. ^ 

Sbc. 7. EHiOuld this Constitution be accepted hy 
the people of l^oxas, it shall be the ddty of the Presideofs 
on or before Hke second Monday ut Norember next, ti> 
idsue his proclaanatioii £reed&g and requiring elecions 
to be holden in all Uie coimcies of this Republic on thb 
tinrd Mondriiy in December next fbr the office of 
Governor, lieutemmt Oovemor, members of -the Senate 
and House ef Representatives of the Scate LegisH^tttre, 
in aec<»rda»ee with the apportimiment <rf Representadter 
iBrseted b^ te Ooastkutimiy The returns for • membel» 
-if the LegMiitare ei this StaU, sh«U be made to itk^ 



j9<mrBor unci ]jiwk^o«ii'9Qve;?u>p^^H,^i>e; f|44i3iiwd 
^^EJeci^k)n Betuma of ■ ; 'n vr .^Jojiwl^jr'/iip (Joyej^(»r,** 

r^mvicLed far by ^biis^ A^ii^ti^ifll^^ # tb#. tbe times wd 
^fjaqea hi^reki directed, tl^a peopte-ef tl)9 fi^e^inctswh^ire 
ifU^h. £^lttr« €ixi»^ ^e bl^rehj a^th^da^d .;<fO ^ooee 
siai^agers, yj^gfis'i jubA ojtl^r, o|^m, ^ ^co^duct saui 
electioiis^ 

.V Ssc. 8. r Jxa9i««^atoly ^oft % P;-^,d^ ^f this Rq- 

pijt})lic receiving o$ciaL iof^cmatio^ pf ^ jtcceptanof 

,of this elongation bj tb^ Oppgi:^. ^£ the United 

f^ates, be ^hall iaeue bts^pro^^lm^tion po9veiiing at aa 

earlj day tbe X^e^^s^fiu^ o^ tb^ Stajbp of Te^^s ^ the 

;feat of 6oveina9i^i^ eet^blJyibed vu^ev tb^, CoQ&dtutioo, 

^ pjod after U^ faidt Lei^tfiie eiytU b^^e .org^moedt the 

Speaker of tbe House of Bepresentatives shall, ia 

^re§ence of bo& hran«iie%o{ tbe Lf^ature^ open tbe 

^i^etums'pf the elections fyr G^vearn^ apd JUeatenaai 

.OoTernor, wkoi ^latf fertb^ith^ be iuatc^l^d in their 

^respective ofil9es,.%^d th^ l4e^Iatttre§b^.Fi'ooeed a» 

early as pr^ticabifi ^ eleqt Seni^tors to represent tbii 

$tate ^ tbe Senate of the Ui^t^ States, and alsp 

.p{<^vide,fQr tbe elation i^^ Repi^ieiM!^v^:to the Coi^ 

^gffjp of t^e Ufidted S^attea.. . The Loj^aiure shall alio 

i^opt $i;M}b measures aa v^y be required to c^e to^.^ 

«^mted States i^t tbei propi^. tipe^. aU yubji? e4ifio#% 



4^t|i^ pr^rtjr a&d inefttt» pertabkg to ik^ {mb£# 
^efi^oe, noif belonging 1^ tk^ Reputilic of Tejtus; add 
Jto mak^ tiie oecemary preparaltoos fot traosferringttii 
the said United ^ajtiea, &U custom iioused and other 
^iaeeB ibr tJ^ oidlootiQa of . uapost diM^s aid odtcif^ 
fiaareigB revenues. . t . . ^ 

-Sbc. «. It shaH be tte d»ty of the Preddeni <^ T^x^ 
imme(&Ltelj after the inaoguratioo of tk& GovQnKH*, to 
to deliver to hua all records, pubtie money, dooumeatHi 
ff^ives, and all public property of. ev^ry deaQription 
wb^iever^ waAev the. control of the exeoutive' branch c^ 
the Government ; and the Governor duJl dispose of the 
aaine in sitch manner aa the Legidature may direct. 
. S90. 10» That no inoonveniemee ma^ arise froqi the 
change of Government^ it ia declared that the laws of 
this Republic relative to ^ duties of officers, both 
military and civil, of the same, shall remain in full fbroe^ 
aad ^ duties of th^ir several offices, shalt be performed 
in conformity with. the crusting lavs until the organ^ 
sation of the Government of th^ State, under this 
C(m9tit9ition, of until the first day of the meeting of 
the Legislature. That then the offices of President,, Vi<9e 
Preeident, Members <^ ike PreridenVs Calmiet; Foreigm 
Mmieters, Chftrgea f»id agents, and ethers ^refkugnaol 
t^ thi$ Constitution,. abaJl be atipefseded by «he same, 
««d:th«t all others ^iM be Iioldw and eR^rcas0d w^ 
they expire by their own liinitatuMii or be suspended bjt 
the atfthmity qC. tb«l Cca^titntiony or laws made in pur-* 
a«aiiee thereof. 

.gae. .11. In caae of any cBsahUit^ on the part flC 



it» Ptrendent of i!he RepuUie of Texas lo ael tt b^tdb 
Mquired, it ihall be the duty of the Secretarj of Stile 
of the RepoUio of Texas, and m case of a«i7-di8abi% 
en the part of die Secretary of State, then it shall he 
the duty of the Attoniey Oeneral of Hbe BepobKc of 
Texas, to perform the duties assignedi to the Presidei^ 

Sec. 12. The first general election for Goyemeri 
lieutenant Governor, and menvb«nr of the Legislature, 
after the organization of the GoTernfnent, shall ti^e 
place on the first Monday in NoTenber, one thonsaad 
eight bendred and forty-seven, and shall be held 
biennialfy thereafter on the first Monday in November 
until otherwise provided by the Legislature. And tiie 
Crovemor and Lieutenant Governor, elected in Decem- 
ber next, shall hold their offices until the installation in 
office of the Governor and Lieutenant Governor to be 
elected in the year ose thousand eight han4red aad 
forty-seven. 

Sbo. 13. The ordinance passed by the Gonventioa 
on the fourth day of Jidy, assenting to the overtures 
for the annexation of Texas to the United States, shall 
be attached to tl^ Constitution and form a part of the 



Done in Conventioft by the Deputies of the peoi^e of 
Vixas at the city of Austin, tiiis twenty-seventh day of 
August, in the year ct our Lord, one thousand, «ght 
hundred and fbrty-^five. Li testimony where<tf we havt 
liereunte subscribed our names. 

Thos. J. Busk, PretUent. 

John D. Anderson, James Armstrong, Gavitt An» 
ibrong, B. C. Bftgby, R. E. B. Baylor, R. BMbe, 



f. W. Bridieftry Geo. Wtn. Brown, Jas* M. Bon^uglk^ 
Jaow OftldireU^ y^am L. Caaeneau, Edward Clarky 
Av S. Comiuigbam, Hiil« M. Gimy, Niehdaa Dameff^ 
Jfmes BaffiSy Lemuel Dale Evttne, Gostayas A. Ererto. 
B^»b^ M. forbea^ David Oage, J. Hemphill, J. Pinck^ 
ney Henderson, A. W. 0. Hicks, Jos. L. Hogg, A. C; 
HorUm, Yokey £• Howard, Spearman Holland, Wm. 
L. Hunter, Van B. Irion, Henry J. Jewett, Oliyer 
Jones, H. L. Kinney, Albert H. Latimer, Henry B« 
Latimer, John M. Lewis, James Love, P. 0. Lnmpkin^ 
Sam. Losk, Abner S. lapscomb, James S. Mayfidd^ 
A. McGK)wan, Archibald M'Neill, J. B. Miller, Frands 
Moore, Jr., J. Antonio Navarro, W. B. Ochiltree, 
Isaac Parker, James Power, Emery Bains, H. G. Buih 
nels, James Scott, Geo. W. Smyth, Israel Standefery 
Ckas. Bellinger Stewart, E. H. Tarrant, Isaac Vaa 
Zandt, Franeis M. White, George J. Wood, George W. 
Wright Wm. Cock Young. 

Attest, Jambs H. Batmond, 

Seeritary of the Canventi(mJ 

We the people ol TexsB have been Wimdeifii^ 
Messed. A shtMrt time, 'tis true, we suffered from tht 
iiiQ ana of despotism ; but compared witli tiie tme 
ttet the United States groaned in bondage ere die 
adUeved h^ independeaee, it was indeed shorts Tfa6 
mgn of tyranny over, we established a happy repuUii 
can form of Government, under whkh we were prospered 
okl Messed; now we are citizens of the United States, 
and I have no reason to fear hvX that we shaB stiB be 
l^Msnfl .Here, on. thid soil, we. have fought and blad in' 



%i6 ufnw nm flttAs. 

"freedom's faolj cause, ne Iwe I^ted ilie fenflmr 
19>ert7 and bow we ire penoiltod Un sit 4dwii'i&4|i 
li^t surroaBded by wtDlofi and im^ppamu -Abd iMk 
these wora-out fi^es, ebiill d^ciigr Md enuaUelMfe 
dust we shall bequealli to owt ^liUren a ridi ktgiiify 
Mie Uessiagf of Amertoiii Jihtity. . i 

Toutt, terfjr, - » 
W- B. D. 



LBTTBR XXIX. 

ColunAuMj 2Vwt, ) 
Mansh 8, 1847. { 

Dear Friend: — ^Manj thanki Tor yeur last knid 
letter, and -stUl more for the pleasing infontttioii that 
your BOQS were about to come to this State. Active, 
enterprising men we are rejoiced to see, and care not 
b^ many of ihem we have the pleasttre tf wdcon&g 
to Texas. Many are oondng in ^reiy year, but there is 
atill room for m<»e. Yo«r sons wHI, wi&out doubt, do 
W^U b this tioontry^ asd I trust they will soon %e^eft 
wit)i all die frieods they may see fit to bring aldi^ijWi 



.You inqivred of sM to iAmX part of Ok^ oonnlry l 

wou^d advjpe settlers to come. Before I iamtilr Aafc 

^tteatioB { must ask Irhai oee«pation the settler ihleittif 

mowing. ^ Our oeuatry is: hapiAy smted' to -e#iij 



iMfus moic nxMJ 3BB 

<o wq prti on> If one widies to cnltiTate migar-cane, tbe' 
|»ri of tho conntiy wkere I would adrke him to aetfl^' 
fiat between the coufe and the thirtieth degree of north' 
Mtade, that bring bj ht the best adapted to the 
edtiralioii of sugar eane. From the thirtieth to the' 
tUrfy-iiixrd degree is particukrlj adapted to the eulfr*' 
ta&m of cotton and all kinds of small grun. Indiai 
oem flourishes in eyery section of the •countrj. 

From Austin to the Three Forks of Hxe Trimtj mA 
thenoe to the Cross limbers en Bed river, the coontrf 
is excellent for the cnltiration of wtieat; I do n^ 
mfffOBt there is anj wl^re in the world a region eape^ 
tm to this for wheat, or better adapted to this grain* 
Oats might almost be wud^to be a natural production of 
tbe country, as they grow in all parts <^ it, and are 
remaikaUy fine and heavy. 

Potatos, turmps, beets, and radishes, are raised kt 
all parts of Texas, and to a larger me than in any land 
I htTO ever known. Bnrhaps there is no place in the 
world where vines grow a« hixuiiantly as here. Tom 
would hardly crefit me were I to tell you to what ma» 
pumpkins and mekma grow m fiiis country. 

Tobacco may be raised in all parts of Texas, and m 
fiMly flavored as the Cuban tobacco. It does not grow ^ 
It bsavy as in "^^j^ma, but it in more finely flavored, ' 
a^d beUer for making cigars, especially if planted 1^ - 
the black, sandy pnurie. 

The average araoimt of produce to the acre is m' 
fdBows; ingar, three thousand pounds, cotton froui'^ 
fiftoes hundred to three fliousand pounds, aeoording W^ 
4fts soil m wUik it is pbaled, IiMlia» corn fn^ 



\a,'fi\tj4j buaheb) (upi^ igmn^ from, ^^j tf^, l&^Jh 
bw^els, tobaccor fifteen h\^^red pouods and fir^qii^B^- 
igpre, the seco&d ^rp^ being m^rl^ efu^ to tbe Susik, 
Wq b^ve IK) use for neadowa, aa eur .j^iries aSbcd uii 
tt^v best kind o£.baj; ifhea th^ aeafion fo|; o|ittii^ 
lu|jf a^rrir^a, if e g^ out into the pjaiciea, aalfot a pbm 
nbe^P.tbe 0^ttle bave not been, and i|e .are ^m^l^ jls^ 
icut as much aa we wisb* . « > . « 

,, |^e3rba{)a it wonld be desirable for ina to; t«dl jqom 
tbe.a^asoQ for planting onr cropf; sugar abojuld. b«; 
pj(iB^ted in Maj'oh,, It 23 unneoeasai^ to jda^l it bnt; 
onoe in four jeara. The first of tTanu^ry ia tbe beak 
time to sow. oats; with otfier l«nall gpsixi it depf nda. 
up9i)L. the quality. Indian corn ^ould bf; plantodj 
tiaj^qen the first and. the twentieth of starch. Cotton « 
from the twentieth of March tq the fifteenth of ^laL- 
Hg mmg a little care and atten(ipn» gs^rd^na may be 
. loeft flouriahing nearly all &e year, l^urnipa ou^i to ; 
ha sQwed in September. The best tin^e .lor , ao^^ 
tobacco seed iy the first of January^ Sweet potatoa apa 
fayia cultivated in a different manner from what thej;. 
are in any other ^country wbich I hayo ey^ yiaited* 
^e4)ed out eur seed potatae in March; we dr^;pr the 
idjpay cut the «>mes^ and set them oi^t all au^no^; 
7i^ fira^ ci3op of isMb £K)tdtos ahouH be jdanted-^^ 
S^fuary. , > " 

The most profitable Vnskess which, a, person ; 1^ 
f#>1C u^ ^)^ country is ^t^ck-^-jaiaing^ eapeci^Ijly if f» 
h^bat a awll £;^t^^ ■, ^ fpqx ^laa^ pan |)]:obs^ljc vgy^'» 
m<j(ii«]^ here more wflj t|i#n ift ainy i^ther counter irfel*^; 
•tiLj^Lh^wtuld tuw>i^ 1*t»Rt?(^-^»<f^l?te^ 



HMdHcl^ild ikfiaoimompi^&tlMiti finrHus r^Mn^ U^b% 
paiSkt£leiM uvUek 4ffi< suited toiJke rurfii^ rof^ osl^' 
iami is johenpyratid to &hn snodesifiitiy one nesds g(K)4* 
Uttd^ vfaiehy^at tke fxres^t tinie^k/iDD^ from d&r9^i9*^ 
tei diA»« for the acre* iti the 'north»we»t part of ' 
Gbkas^ wUohv' by' the bj, is tiib ^iuft for rftisittg st^oky ' 
Imd (fltt^ be 4»btBi&e<[ for froiii' fifty eeats to one cblte"'* 
ai^ mete. A viinr «afv ataft-t wii^ 4 verf «aiatt <ce^ii(^ 
Vid'viake m fortune %y sittMig' stitt wd lettmg it groir. 
fipon hini. For wttoee^ a hondi^ed^'hMisd; of, stodlNw 
taittJd etirbe.pitidms^ for •lhre& kundrsel doUan^ aU 
tbr Idbor thai is.«eoMiary is to get them: tip kk ikm^ 
vprifl^^ mirk wii t>rand the' ^ealvoiSy xad keep tb^n. 
.gncbfe. They are always fat and ihe nmnber douUea. 
^rery year; a iieifer at twv yeava of age, and indeed 
ataetixBes at eighteen moftt^ may be considered a 
cew. Now make a cadodation, and you will find that 
is ten years you will have a.stock of catdo whteb is a 
annH fortune in itself. Beeves are always worth> tea ^ 
deHars at hcoae. . /. 

'Horse^aisii^ ia no less profiti^e than nMing^tl^r 
stock*' Fine Spaniidt mares may be obtai|ked foi? tea*^ 
delllmi aqpaeee.r Two hundred d(rilars wKwld be saffioient- 
im p«rcbMef a i^Vaywrd of twenty^ You can then raasa . 
iieia^s westh frem fifty to. irm hatidred doUais a pieoe ;, 
aovyou liare' an iwMaBe..<tf' fiCtieea hundred doUarf'%' 
jMur^fnaa tv^ohundved doBars eapital^ and'thiirstm 
ei^enae^ en»pt -the ,ti^Ie. of l>raii«tiiig .aad^ herfing- 
theia. . •' > .' '•- • >/! ii ) . \ # ¥* 

>A^a»A ean raise aooy quantity "efSiegs 4n iUs eonirti^' 
kj timjfij feeding thei^ suffi(4ettti/ to kee^ them 



ffmnrng nM* Pork is worth m in l^toiimi, tut' 
dnHaw aad a half a hmuired. Ymi can, qim yeaM o«k 
^ ten, kill jour poik oat of tlte woedi ; at we kara 
iaeli a rwdety of maai, ihere ia abaoot alwajs aioa|^ 
to fatlen hog/u Wo have the poBtH>ak acom^ tbo 
Uaok^jack, tka f>in-oak, the Uve-oak, the over-eap, t|it 
iMMrr-eak, the Spanish oak, the water-oak, and thai 
wiute-jack aeorns. Besides these, we have the paeaa 
md, the Ueberj nata, the inld peach, the haek-berrj, 
and grapes ; all ihese the hags feed upon, 

I have kaowa persons here 4o get weidthy by aetlCi^ 
near a lown and supplying castomers with pondferyf 
flMlk,aad butter. A great maqy in this manner make a 
good living, and some have even become wealthy. There 
ia BO moafeh in the year too eeld for rai^g chickens. 

This is abo a fine country for raising sheep, tfid 
indeed she^raising is the most profitable business 
whkh can be followed. Mexican stock sheep can be 
ehtained on the Rio-GraDde for fifty cents per liead; 
by brinjpng a few fine bucks from the States, you may 
in a few years be possessor of a fiae, hardy flock df 
sheep, bemg at no further expense 4han keeping a 
shefherd to tend them* Sheep do not requm the 
trouUe that other atock does, one shepherd b^ng ahlo 
to take care of two thousand head loth ease. The 
market lor wool is net fluctuating like cotton and other 
piodaee. The profit en middling wool is greater than 
<M^ fiaOt 8^ * mongrd ra^e is hardier ^lan the fiae 
4dieep. A man can make as a great profit, vrith two 
thMBaad doUars cajnlal^iH ^ep-raisiag as h6 ^ witk 
twenty ti ion s andin ooHon |daniing» 



' If b penreon wiB&es to eiigage fn merdMtoAM) iUb 
#5^(idb7, 1 expert, c^na thd best fold 6f fttiy on iM 
iantifiehty and fbf dift]>eiit teecMs; At tueMf of 
4Maaimg goods fi^m an popls of tlie worid kl gMili 
istid almost every man in this country is aUe to ptqt hi^ 
^bts. A meitdliaiit oan eollect more closely here iktA 
In 4ikj eoaiitry m which I have ever been. Besides 
this there being no manufactories in the country almost 
erery thing we use we obtain from abroad^ through ikb 
merchants. 

Steady, industrious mechanics may be assured of 
success in Texas. Here also is a good opening ht 
professional men. Every smart young lawyer whom I 
have ever known in this country, has become wealthy 
in a very sbort "time, even though he had not a penny 
to start upon, provided he did not dissipate; but a 
dissipated person cannot succee4wdl bere in bosineii 
of any kind. 

* JMiymcians abo will find tins a good phoe to remove 
to, not that ours is a sickly oeoatry, but for oMmt 
teasons ; you know that rinUful physicians ate ahraQf* 
useful in any land. It is pleasint tot a jbymwk 'to 
practice here, since the diaeaaes ave easify mttsa^o4t 
The vKnter sickness is tiie moat dangeious, it geaeti^ 
Mnmences iriili a bad cold and terwnates k piMNK 
monia which, without great oare, is fiable to ptova MA, 
13i0 summer diseased are meiUy btlious and oongMlive 
firers, winch readUy j4eld to pvopar ^ave a&d attaatnu 

Ministers oi the gesptl of everj^ denominatiflik -wm 
gmdAf needed befe, liuee the barrest is grcafe andirtwi 
lubtaieia are few. « 



Ml LRxxKs mou tauju 

^ 1 hc^, ffij dear friend, that your eons will ponoadt 
i^^y, of their yoimg friendi to aecompaoy them oi| 
dneir remo?al to Texas; ainl I would be glad if I mighl 
alio have the pleasure of weleonung to Texas the fri^ 
ofmjeadjyotttb* 

Sincerely yours, 

W. B. D. 



LETTER XXX. 

CohmbuMy Texas^ ) 

January 3, 1850. ) 

Mt Bbak Friend: — 

I am well aware that I owe you many a|>ologie8 for 
Wf ddinqvenoy in writii^; but family afflictions 
kftfe gadiered roiuid me. I have passed through 
•easens of senrow, which drew my aUention from my 
wrnving friends ! I know that it is not right to giire 
Wj to ^oom and sorrow nnder any affliction of dinne 
^i^nsation ; but we poor, weak, erring mortals are 
ewir pnme to mourn orer the afflictions which Gh)d ia 
his pvoiideiioe sees fit to send upon us. 

You asked me in your last if Texas was to me less 
pleasant, and less interes^g than heretofore, that I had 
tuned to give you mframation concenung it. No, my 
4mt finend, it is not that Texas is less deH^tfuI Ihatt 
femeriy ; the fault is my own ! I feel that Tme hai 



laid hoB lafid iipdn me ! yesrs hare passed oterioe^ S9I 
file enthunasm of youth has passed away. Sorrow aai 
faunckfaqpa too have had tfaeireffisetupoameiHid I aamo 
longer tite li^it^arted yoott with w4iitt yw wm^ 
eoee acquan^ed. ^ I hare learned to \wk on Nilare 
sot with the eye of ftoughtless yoathfnhiess^'' iny 
thoughts and my feelings have changed; bt^ Nature 
remiaans tiie same. Texas, as I view the country now in 
my riper years, appears to me no less lorely than when I 
first beheld it m the freshness of my youth ; but I new 
it with a difi^eni eye. ¥he grores, the flowers, the 
sun-set seenes, and the soft, rosy clouds no bnger 
enchain my attention as then ; I still think them bean* 
tifiil but a field of fine cotton will draw my lU^tenlmi 
firom them. In fact I hare passed the romantic seastm 
of youth and hav« awakened to the stern and sober 
realities of Ife. 

This country has improved much more rapi<Uy tfian I 
ever, even in my most sangukie moments, foresaw. We 
have been blest far beyond our deserts ! Prosperity uXiA 
fienty have abounded! We need want for notinug; 
idl that is necessary for our comfort and hapinness is to 
be found at our very doors I wealth has flowed into our 
coffisrs, and we have nothing tot which to mourn. Tte 
bright day of Texas has dawned ! the itound of tlie 
fife and drum is no longer hesuil beating the march to 
Hke battle*field ; no longer is heard the booming of oa»- 
hons or the approach of the 4^* When we lay our 
heads upon our pillows at night we 4o it feeling that wt 
ure at peace and in safety. The kmely traveler iatlM 
broad prairie no longer fears that ho ^%Q be eutr-iir 
26 






Wko omM kave fiNMem tiitf dianges ilmv^ wladk 
«e liaFe pa ii od ^wMm Aie tihorl space ef thirty jeun. 
TUaty. yeai* aga mteomktrj waa Ae Abode of Indiaiia 
aod nM beaata. Tlie fi)oi of aiTyizatioii had neter 
tnd Iheaa flofmry |ilaiQ8« The wlute asan came in aid 
KMe viilagea apruDg up; plaiitati<m3 were deared md 
eidtifated^ and eiTiliaatioa began to move in an onws^ 
•Qsrse. For federal yeara there was bnt a mere haDdftA 
^:u8 faeretotSt tbaaoil and epjoy ihe delighks wfaidi 
Ottr aomntry aflR>«d8 ; but aoon tiie inducements whiiA 
tiiia flowery garden offered to adyentnrers began to be 
Miaed abroad, and the tida of emigratkwt from thi^ tism 
baoame strong. Enterprising men who had lost ttieif 
Ibrtenea in the <M States came to T^xas to make 
another^ The resources of Texas were heard of in &e 
old world, and large numbers <^ Irish and Germans 
fleeing from destitution at home sought bsx asylum ia 
this abode of peiiee and plenty. 

In the year of 1835, the popula^oa of tiiis ceontiy 
aiBOiMited to about ten thousand. At the present tmftOi 
the papulation amounts iq one hundred and ninety 
ihousaiid. They ate a mature of Americans, Germaia, 
Irish, Memeans, French, En^Mi, and ^otch. And m 
fiusi, -Marly eyery nadon in ]&ut^' has its represent^^ 
4iTeB*here, ^ The Genaane ui population amount to 
twentg^fiye thonaimd, tha M^xscans to ten thousand^ thf 
Ii^ eiiie tbonsMi, FruMh^five hundred, English twe 
kmdred, Saotdii fiird hundred, 9sd Americans one hni^ 
flrad and fiftf-^jupae thouaand^ 



XarSRS ROX SEEM. Wf 



^Bmig 901%. a ikidey cre^, :iie^ owcser imm vmt 
VUHuiers And Gasioms {retk every niliaii ; «ack oiMt ftA- 
lontfig; wtjsorf lus-own, and'jdokig^as teems rigbtkiM» 
ejw* Thft Germans «EBd Ap^sHdus-Men to k6«|> 
Ives aloof frMi. each atker^^ and- as Hbjsy m&m 
-akag QA the aioimj aea-of life, eieb oi^ them^egais m 
jMart io say of the otfa»'^ ^ Apptisaeh not «mto' me^ 
but keep thoa ia thy place fer I am batter tiban 4hon.'*^ 

The cause of eduoatioii prospratt Much has been 
done. Car the adTaBeemeui of education by the people of 
th]s:S{itei schools have been established, school-housea 
built, and connpetent and faithful teachers employed ta 
enlighten and instruct the minds of the rising genera- 
tion. Every person is interested in this great cause, and 
ire are determined that our children shall be educated. 

Churches have also been established, and the sound 
of the gospel has spread through our land. Fifteen 
years ago the preaching of the gospel by a Protestant 
minister was forbidden ; the Roman Catholic being the 
established religion of Mexico. No marriage ceremony 
was legal unless performed by a priest, and no reli^n 
but that of the Roman Catholic was tolerated. I wat 
in this country fifteen years before I ever heard a ser- 
mon. Now Uie sound of the gospel is heard through^ 
out the length and breadth of our land; we haTa 
Christians of all denominations ; devout men of ferveol 
piety have come into the country to teU us the |^ 
tidings of a Saviour's advent. 

Divioions of the Sons of Temperance "have been 
organised in almost every village in this State. This has 
proved tons a great blessing! Where once resounded 



Sn xannts wtou nuus. 

lk»«oitte bagiiags ittd Hat bniial Im^ef ihe 
Wile,ilititittiwlqQ»t We foel tfiti the I 
^ t i- f nn-i f ie ilewieiu nd that «m 
weriUeie sets will be gathered imder the banner of 1 
pntnoe, and beemne vafaiaUe and respected 
King Alcohd it the onat powerftd foe that 
aa te oooqner) aad we have reaaea to hope tbniUi 
fciCB wiU froB heaoefordi be o{ short dnra&Hu 
I remain now aa erer^ 

Tov aflfecii<mate firiend, 
W- B. I> 




USIT9S FBOH TEXAS. Sftf 



' Aram liaving copied the foregomg letters, it ooooired 
to -met &8 tlie state of society was constanlly advancmg 
tfUkt it wodd add much interest to this work, if I could 
obtain from the pen of the author some information o£ 
Texas as it is in 1852. I, therefore, addressed to him 
a letter, sdlicting the information, which I will here gLX% 
together with his reply. 



Lextngtcn^ Ky.^ 1 

January 15, 1852. J 

U%. W. B. D.— 

Dear Sir: — You doubtless recollect thai 
•cwie months since, leave was sought and obtained from 
you for the publishment of letters addressed by you to 
a friend in this State. The work is now nearly ready 
for the press, but before it goes, I shall consider it a 
great favor if you would write me concerning the pro&> 
perity of your country, from the date of your last letter 
(January, 1850}, up to the present time. Changes 
are without doubt rapidly taking place in Texas, which 
would be of interest to the world. All appear anxiout 



$^ tsttnn noM tuuus. 

to Iciow as flmoh as pos^Ie of the affairs of Texas, 
both pieaent and past. I am very haj^y that I have 
your kave to giro yoor knowledge of the past history 
iof Texas to the pubUe ; and if yoa will ^ve some know* 
tadgp q! your present prosperity, you will mnch obligt 
^e wbp will oyer be naindful of the fayor* 

Youiw, vith respect, 

Hb* W. B. D. GaEA CABDBLLi. 
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LETTER XXXI. 

Colmnbtu^ Texas;' 
February 3, 1852. 

BianECfCD Miss:-— Tour faror of the 15 tb ult, it 
al h$aL I win, witli pleasure, grant jour request 
The tsak is me «p6fi whksh I soarce know how to com- 
meiice. The advancement of our countrj withm the 
past two years, has been ee grctttt, that it is almost 
beyond the power ef pen to give an accurate accoaot of 
it. Since the date «of tny laat letter' to my friond, the 
population of Texas has nearly donbled. Ernlgrantg have 
flocked hither from all parts of the worid ; onr rich 
liTer lands that heretofore have been a refuge for wild 
beasts, are now in a fine stafte of cultivation ; the pro* 
dace now made for exportation is nearly double what il 
was then. The progress of our intm*nal improvements 
is truly flattering* Our beautiful water-courses are 
now naidgated ^th great success, and we have charters 
for several railroadsy some of which are now in rapd 
progress. 

The advancement ct the morality of our country can 
liardly be expressed ; our towns and villages w^:« ten 
years ago the scene of intemperance and bloodshed. 
There #as to be found the gaqMer with his bowie-kmfe 
aad jMstols, roammg about seeking whom he mig^ 
devwir; in his place may now be seen the sober, |»ieiis 
fiinaer, the steady merchant, the minster df the gs^pel, 
Md the professor of vdigieA, Ike contrast can bettic 



*W tmama mm txum^ • 

-be t^ Mni felt ^aoi described ; ct^ iMo^ appesa 
•k be in If ioQridti&g and prospeiooaconcRtioii, 

Our i^lafcnre during t&e last sessiim, iiare ptaeed 

^m aet^ glwiting to ea^h comity in the State, one kalf 

"^tjil *• 6t«|pi tasc fa adcbton to the county tax, to be 

.^^wW'fop camty paiT)oec8. This wiB enable us to 

. luT^puWic b9idi&g8 ^^r^ted, and^abti tea^fsnee fiie 

iv»T9^(i. nmch iEiBtHMr H^t^ ^mm^ mlm mm ^m^' 
igaiBMDsami^ h%n eft^ob^ .. ,We hAf^-cdBcgeg m^km 
ihe direciio]^ of aH Ohrietiaa 4^iDmiQMiM» thiMgho«t 
- the lengtbaiid Ve/tdtb of wr Ofi^tty.- 

^ Uiff^y pad weakh cf all Jin^g haycf been bwu^t 
iut^ our 8tate» so thfUi 3Jei;a8 is among the- zadnet 
oiuntrie^ in tlie wofld. Peaee^ tmnftuifity, aad plenty 
i^Miyidin tbe lanA* <^ Our sw^ilb hate beto, beat inle 
p]l0V|ih$ur^s, and our apears into fmm^ hloeks.'' Oom 
is Uruly a oountry fayoreH of ^' tofd, aiul we lum 
«fiHe» to r^}oice)n>u<3Hro(i|)Qrity. 
* f^\ \ „-» i . JJe^ctfaUy ydura, 

r . * * , W. S. B. 
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